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2 SEVENTIETH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Seventieth Annual Encampment 


Department of Massachusetts 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


FANEvIL Haut, Boston, Mass., April 14, 1936. 


- Pursuant to General Orders from Department Headquarters thirty-two com- 
rades gathered to carry out the details and functions of the Seventieth Annual 
Encampment of the Department of Massachusetts. 

Pursuant to the action of the Council of Administration at their meeting, 
Comrade Joseph F. Stoddard of Post 11 officiated as Officer of the Day. 

At 10 am. the Officer of the Day announced to the Assistant Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Comrade Frederick H. Bishop, the presence at the outpost of the Depart- 
ment Commander and staff, and by direction of the Assistant Adjutant-General, 
the Officer of the Day escorted the Department Commander and staff to the 
platform, all comrades present standing at “attention.” 

Officer of the Day: Assistant Adjutant-General, I have the honor of present-— 
ing Department Commander George W. Green, Senior Vice-Commander Charles 
L. Robinson, and Junior Vice-Commander John E. Bronson. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: The officers will advance and take their 
stations. 

Commander Green: Comrades, this is the Seventieth Annual Encampment 
of the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the Republic. Officer of 
the Day, are the approaches to this hall properly guarded? 

Officer of the Day: They are. 

Commander Green: Are all present entitled to remain? 

Officer of the Day: They are. 

Commander Green: Comrades, once more we are assembled for our Annual 
Encampment. We meet in fraternity, charity and loyalty. May all hearts unite 
as one for the objects of our association. 

The Chaplain will now invoke the divine blessing. All will please rise. 

Chaplain James 8S. Mitchell: We thank Thee, Heavenly Father, for such a 
good representation here of the host that rallied to the support of the Flag 
and the Union. We thank Thee, Heavenly Father, for our liberties, and as we 
assemble here to transact the necessary business, may we have Thy blessin 
We are reminded of the great heroes who have passed on, and we feel cratefil 
unto Thee for theymgny, w: ho. ake? With ais ‘today’s : Bless Orit drier: ‘Make it an 
instrument of great good,’ Keép ovr naimes'on' the roll. of Thy servants, and 
at last receive us into the Grand Army above, where Thou, C God, art the Su- 
preme Commander. Amen. 

Commander Green: Attention!’ Phe! coitirades will ‘all join with me in pledg- 
ing allegiance to the Flag. 

“T pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the 
Eapabs for which it stands; one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice 

or Ally’ 

I now declare this Encampment open for the transaction of such business as 
may properly come before it. The Assistant Adjutant-General will now call the 
roll of officers. 
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ROLL OF ENCAMPMENT 


{Comrades whose names are preceded by an asterisk (*) were present.] 


DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 


Commander . : ; ; *GEORGE W. GREEN 
Senior Vice- Commander : *CHARLES L. ROBINSON 
Junior Vice-Commander . *JOHN E. Bronson 
Medical Director . ; : : t *ALBERT A. NICKERSON 
Chaplain . *JAMES S. MITCHELL 
‘COUN CIL OF ADMIN ISTRATION 
*JAMES H. WEBB *HENRI BATCHELDER 
*LEONARD Boyp *A. A. NICKERSON 


*JosEPH F. Stopparp 
OFFICIAL STAFF 


Assistant Adjutant-General . *FREDERICK H. BISHOP 
Assistant Quartermaster General . *FREDERICK H. BIsHoP 
Judge Advocate d ; ; : ; *Dupitey L. Pace 

Inspector . : : *CHARLES A. MILEs 

Chief Mustering Officer ' JOSEPH F. Foster, Deceased 
Patriotic Instructor : ; ; f : WILLIAM H. EMErRy 


Chief of Staff . Irvinc B. Mowry, Deceased 
*JOSEPH F. STODDARD 


Department Secretary. *HELEN A. PHINNEY 
Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: The roll has been called, and I find all 


present as noted. 
POSTS 


Wm. Logan Rodman Post 1, New Bedford 
Commander, Nahum Nickelson 
Members present, 0 





Dahlgren Post 2, South Boston 
Commander, George L. Hall 
Members present, 0 





William H. Bartlett Post 3, Taunton 
Commander, Henry N. Hopkins 
Members present, 0 





U. S. Grant Post 4, Melrose 
Commander, *Charles L. Robinson 
Members present, 0 





General Lander Post 5, Lynn 
Commander, *William F. Dodge 
Members present, 1 





Charles Russell Lowell Post 7, Boston 
Commander, Patrick H. Brown 
Members present, 0 





E. W. Pierce Post 8, Middleborough 
Commander, George Thomas 
Members present, 0 
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George H. Ward Post 10, Worcester 
Commander, George A. Blunt 
Members present, 0 





Abraham Lincoln Post 11, Charlestown 
Commander, *Joseph F. Stoddard 
Members present, 0 





Horace M. Warren Post 12, Wakefield 
Commander, Benjamin I. Day 
Members present, 0 





Fletcher Webster Post 13, Brockton 
Commander, Walter S. Bunker 
Members present, 0 





John A. Andrew Post 15, Boston 
Commander, *Dennis Driscoll 
Members present, 0 





E. K. Wilcox Post 16, Springfield 
Commander, Charles B. Burt 
Members present, 0 





General Sedgwick Post 17, Orange 
Commander, *Gilbert D. Streeter 
Members present, 0 





Edwin V. Sumner Post 19, Fitchburg 
Commander, George C. Jewett 
Members present, 0 





Frederick Hecker Post 21, Boston 
Commander, *Henry Bornstein 
Members present, 0 





Maj. E. F. Fletcher Post 22, Milford 
Commander, James M. Fletcher 
Members present, 0 
Thomas G. Stevenson Post 26, Roxbury 
Commander, William H. Emery 
Members present, 0 





F. P. H. Rogers Post 29, Waltham 
Commander, Samuel E. Clark 
Members present, 0 





Phil H. Sheridan Post 34, Salem 
Commander, Milton Coffin 
Members present, 0 
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Theodore Winthrop Post 35, Chelsea 
Commander, *Albert A. Nickerson 
Members present, 0 





Needham Post 39, Lawrence 
Commander, George W. Towne 
Members present, 0 





Gen. H. G. Berry Post 40, Malden 
Commander, Oscar C. Wallace 
Members present, 6 





Lyon Post 41, Westfield 
Commander, Charles Waite 
Members present, 0 





B. F. Butler Post 42, Lowell 
Commander, *Dudley L. Page 
Members present, O 





John A. Rawlins Post 43, Marlborough 
Commander, Stillman P. Wood 
Members present, 0 





Richard Bordon Post 46, Fall River 
Commander, Richard Fleet 
Members present, 0 





Major How Post 47, Haverhill 
Commander, Ezra G. Bly 
Members present, 0 





George L. Boutwell Post 48, Ayer 
Commander, Hiram $8. Clark 
Members present, 0 





A. W. Bartlett Post 49, Newburyport 
Commander, *Charles F. Peel 
Members present, 0 





Charles H. Stevens Post 53, Leominster 
Commander, *Charles F. Staples 
Members present, 0 





Charles Beck Post 56, Cambridge 
Commander, Francis J. O’Reilly 
Members present, 9 
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Reynolds Post 58, East Weymouth 
Commander, Henry B. Vogell 
Members present, 0 





Franklin Post 60, Franklin 
Commander, Albert Newell 
Members present, 0 





Charles Ward Post 62, Newtonville 
Commander, *Leonard Boyd 
Members present, 0 





Gen. Wadsworth Post 63, Natick 
Commander, *George B. Howe 
Members present, 0 





Benj. Stone Jr. Post 68, Dorchester 
Commander, *Charles A. Richards 
Members present, 0 





A. St. John Chambre Post 72, Stoughton 
Commander, *Charles A. Miles 
Members present, 0 





McPherson Post 73, Abington 
Commander, Harvey W. Edson 
Members present, 0 





Hartsuff Post 74, Rockland 
Commander, Willard Gurney 
Members present, 0 





J. P. Gould Post 75, Stoneham 
Commander, George E. Kenson 
Members present, 0 





Collingwood Post 76, Plymouth 
Commander, Seth L. Holmes 
Members present, 0 





David A. Russell Post 78, Whitman 
Commander, Elmer P. Copeland 
Members present, 0 





Charles D. Sanford Post 79, North Adams 
Commander, John Mitchell 
Members present, 0 
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Isaac B. Patten Post 81, Watertown 
Commander, Alvin F. Tolman 
Members present, 0 





John Goodwin, Jr., Post 82, Marblehead 
Commander, Samuel Snow 
Members present, 1 





W. L. Baker Post 86, Northampton 
Commander, Alphonse Witherell 
Members present, 0 





Paul J. Revere Post 88, Quincy 
Commander *Frederick H. Bishop 
Members present, 2 





J. H. Chipman, Jr., Post 89, Beverly 
Commander, John Hanners 
Members present, 0 





Ward Post 90, Danvers 
Commander, *A. A. Rackliff 
Members present, 0 





Francis Washburn Post 92, Brighton 
Commander, James A. Sawyer 
Members present, 0 





Ozro Miller Post 93, Shelburne Falls 
Commander, Amariah Chandler 
Members present, 0 





Gen. E. Hincks Post 95, Saugus 
Commander, George W. Gale 
Members present, 0 





Huntington F. Walcott Post 102, Milton 
Commander, James C. Byrnes 
Members present, 0 





Capt. Horace Niles Post 110, Randolph 
Commander, *Hiram S. Faunce 
Members present, 0 





D. G. Farragut Post 116, Gardner 
Commander, Charles C. Merritt 
Members present, 0 
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Moses Ellis Post 117, Medfield 
Commander, Julius A. Fitts 
Members present, U 





James A. Garfield Post 120, Lowell 
Commander, George Conway 
Members present, 0 





Timothy Ingraham Post 121, Hyde Park 
Commander, *Patrick J. Donlon 
Members present, 1 





E. P. Wallace Post 122, Amesbury 
Commander, Samuel True 
Members present, 0 





W. W. Rockwell Post 125, Pittsfield 
Commander, *Edwin H. Lincoln 
Members present, 0 





Gen. J. Appleton Post 128, Ipswich 
Commander, Charles W. Bradstreet 
Members present, 0 





James H. Sargent Post 130, West Medway 
Commander, Elmer E. Videtto 
Members present, 0 





Robert A. Bell Post 134, Boston 
Commander, *William H. Jackson 
Members present, 1 





Isaac Davis Post 138, West Acton 
Commander, George L. Towne 
Members present, 0 





Willard C. Kinsley Post 139, Somerville 
Commander, Dennis M. Daily 
Members present, 0 





C. L. Chandler Post 143, Brookline 
Commander, *Prince A. Phinney 
Members present, 1 





Charles W. Carroll Post 144, Dedham 
Commander, *John E. Bronson 
Members present, 0 
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Wm. A. Streeter Post 145, Attleboro 
Commander, Charles D. Kinney 
Members present, 1 


Gen. Lawton Post 146, Lawrence 
Commander, Oran J. Randlett 
Members present, 0 





James A. Perkins Post 156, Everett 
Commander, *George A. Parsons 
Members present, 1 


F. A. Clary Post 164, Conway 
Commander, James Coughlin 
Members present, 0 





M. Ammidown Post 168, Southbridge 
Commander, *William H. King 
Members present, 0 





John Rogers Post 170, Mansfield 
Commander, *Lewis A. Lauriat 
Members present, 0 





J. Arthur Johnson Post 173, Sturbridge 
Commander, Jeremiah J. Shepard 
Members present, 0 





Edwin E. Day Post 174, Greenfield 
Commander, John R. Sears 
Members present, 0 





Ladd and Whitney Post 185, Lowell 
Commander, Charles M. Bixby 
Members present, 0 





R. A. Pierce Post 190, New Bedford 
Commander, George N. Alden 
Members present, 0 





P. M. Whiting Post 192, North Attleboro 
Commander, Michael Harlow 
Members present, 0 





Thomas A. Parker Post 195, East Pepperell 
Commander, *George A. Gay 
Members present, 0 
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Boston Post 200, Jamaica Plain 
Commander, *George W. Green 
Members present, 1 





Thomas Gardner Post 207, Nantucket 
Commander, James H. Wood 
Members present, 0 





Commander Green: The next in order of business is the reading of the Com- 
mander’s address. I want to say to the comrades present that you will have to 
excuse me if I do not make a very good job of reading this on account of my 
eyesight. I can’t see very well. 

(For further proceedings, see page 25.) 


ADDRESS OF DEPARTMENT COMMANDER GEORGE W. GREEN 


COMRADES :— 


Another year has rolled by and it is our happy privilege to meet once again 
for our annual meeting. 

It gives me much pleasure at this time to extend to all a most cordial wel- 
come, and I trust that our sessions will be harmonious and helpful. 

I have tried to fulfil all of my duties to the best of my ability. 

If I have failed in anything, it was because of the weakness of the flesh and 
not of the spirit. 

Now, the hour has arrived for me to render an account of my stewardship, 
what has been accomplished and how well it has been done, is placed before you 
for your consideration. 

It was with some misgiving I entered upon my duties as the condition of my 
health was no secret to any of you and I could not but feel that your loyalty to 
me was greater than your expectations of how well I should fill the office of De- 
partment Commander. However, God has been kind to me, and I find my con- 
dition much improved rather than impaired by the responsibilities I assumed. 

In gratitude for this and because of my deep interest in the work in which I 
have been engaged, I resolved to give the best I possessed. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Our membership by the last report was 320. Eighty-four have answered the 
last roll call. Today we number 236, and have 87 posts, many of them with 
only one member, others with but two or three comrades. 

Let us improve the time, which is fast passing by and pledge our loyalty 
anew. 

FINANCES 


We are in fairly good condition regarding our finances and with assistance 
rendered by the State and the help which the various organizations have so 
generously bestowed upon us, we are still able to carry on, and it is our hope 
that we shall be able to meet all demands on us in the near future. 


MEMORIAL DAY 


This day more than all others is sacred to the hearts of every Comrade 
throughout the length and breadth of our beloved Country. Each year, we are 
becoming less able to attend to these duties and are more and more dependent 
on our loyal Sons and Daughters, who are so gallantly taking up the work as it 
falls from our hands. 

It is hoped that the Veterans of the younger organizations will carry on the 
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work with the same respect and reverence for our departed comrades that has 
been ours throughout the years past. ; 

I trust that the schools will continue to observe this day so that the coming 
generations may be taught to uphold the principles for which we fought and 
died. 

In MEMORIAM 


It has been the will of Our Heavenly Commander to take from among us our 
Department Chief-of-Staff Irving B. Mowry who was mustered out on Septem- 
ber 19, 1935. 

Comrade Mowry enlisted in Co. H of 61 Mass. Infantry. A good soldier, a 
respected citizen and an estimable comrade has passed to his reward. 

Joseph F. Foster, Department Chief Mustering Officer, was mustered out on 
February 10, 1936. Comrade Foster enlisted in the Second Unattached Com- 
pany, Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. 

He was a beloved and respected citizen and will be sincerely missed by his 
many friends and comrades. 

“They do not die those dauntless ones who go into the silence of that narrow 
room. Great Spirits are not conquered by the tomb: 

“They are immortal. So have passed away from life’s full years of service 
grand and high. Out from the confines of the house of clay, one with the winds, 
the waves, the earth, the sky, one in the work they loved always. They are not 
dead—such men can never die.” 


County ASSOCIATIONS 


These association meetings prove to be very gratifying to the comrades. It 
gives us an opportunity of coming together and greeting one another which 
otherwise we would not be able to do. 

I hope the organizations will keep up this part of the work while there is a 
comrade who is able to attend. 


Stand steadfast for the right today 
Our feet within the glorious way, 
Our souls filled with a vision bright, 
And God will lead us right. 


NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


Our Sixty-ninth National Encampment met this time in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. We were well cared for in the usual way of several years past by the 
Colpitts Tourist Co. They made every arrangement for the comfort of all, to 
our entire satisfaction and I feel much credit is due to the management of this 
Agency. 

We arrived in Grand Rapids Sunday morning, and from that time on we were 
in for all that came our way, we were all boys again. 

On Wednesday in the parade I led eleven Comrades of the Massachusetts De- 
partment; that was the happiest moment of my entire life. 

I was somewhat disappointed with our reception in this city. I had heard 
good reports of previous conventions held there and perhaps my expectations 
ran high, but I felt that while we enjoyed a good time it was entirely of our own 
making. Many things of interest were denied us for the need of guides who 
could have done much in helping us to find our way around. However, we made 
the most of what we could find and it was with a feeling of satisfaction tha‘ 
our meeting together was a time long to be remembered. Our return trip home 
was a pleasant one. When we arrived in Washington we took a delightful days 
ride to Gettysburg Battlefield. I shall never forget the birthday party that was 
given me that evening Saturday, September 14th. Thank you one and all. 


WomMan’s Reuter Corps 


For more than a half Century these loyal women have been our untiring sup- 
porters, we appreciate their devotion and helpfulness. We know were it not for 
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the efforts of these true women our work could not have been carried on in the 
manner in which it has been done. 


LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


I am glad to recognize this organization who are standing by so loyally. They 
are bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, and for this reason we do not need 
to feel any misgivings about their standing when the Grand Army shall have 
surrendered its Charter. 

Sons oF UNION VETERANS 


I am delighted with the new interest that has taken place in the ranks of 
these boys of ours. Within the past year I am proud of the loyalty they have 
displayed and deeply grateful for the many kindnesses I have received from 
them. May you continue to grow and carry on the work of your fathers. 


DAUGHTERS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 


As you are on an equal standing with the sons we know you are worthy of 
all the love and devotion we hold for you, and as true daughters you will in the 
future as you have in the past be ever ready to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the sons, to carry on the work left for you to do. 

Sons oF UNION VETERANS OF THE CiviL WAR AUXILIARY 

I have been greatly pleased to know that this body of women who are or- 
ganized to be an Auxiliary to the Sons have not confined all their efforts to 
them but have found time to give comfort and assistance to the boys of 61-65. 


Soutpiers’ HoMsr, CHELSEA 


This institution is no longer under our care but has passed into the hands of 
the State. We have but six of our comrades of the Civil War under its shelter 
today. 

GOvERNOoR JOHN A. ANDREW HOME 

This work is being carried on as before by the ever capable and efficient Mrs. 
Lue Stuart Wadsworth, who has served these Comrades as well as their Wives 
and Widows throughout the years. Please to remember to include her in your 
visitations. 

VETERANS OF OTHER WARS 

I have received many demonstrations of real loyalty and esteem from these 
younger organizations. They have proven to be real Comrades in every sense 
of the word. May they carry on this noble work in a manner worthy of the 


cause. Lift the banner high and never suffer it by word or deed to fall from the 
_ high and lofty pinnacle on which it has been placed by those who have died to 


preserve its honor. 
RECEPTION 
June 22, 1935 will always stand out in my memory as a day never to be for- 


_ gotten when a reception was held in my honor in Elliot Hall, Jamaica Plain by 
_ the associate Organizations of Boston Post 200. 


It was indeed a joyous occasion and I had the pleasure of meeting with four- 
teen of my comrades on that notable evening, many were the gifts that I 


received as well as flowers, among those being a beautiful bonquet of red roses 
\presented by the Masonic Lodge of which I have been a member sixty-one 


years. The many hand clasps and hearty good wishes from the host of friends 
gathered there, will always be one of the bright spots while [I live, and at this 
time I want to thank you all again. 


FRIENDLY RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


What can I say to you to make you know how deeply I appreciate that won- 
derful evening in the Parker House, where you tendered to myself and Mrs. 
Green a reception. What a wonderful display of love and esteem you have 
shown us. Your gifts were much appreciated but the expressions of affection 
wil live long after the material things have been forgotten. Flowers will wither 


and fade but their perfume lingers long after they are gone. Once again we 
thank you. 


\ 
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DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 


Past Department Commander Bishop was again appointed Assistant Adju- 
tant-General, and has been a loyal helper throughout the year, always willing to 
be of service making visitation when I found it would not be possible for me to 
go. Many thanks, my comrade. 

To my associate Officers, and the Council of Administration I am deeply 
grateful to you all. 

And to our untiring faithful Department Secretary, Helen A. Phinney, how 
can I ever find words to thank you for all the help you have been to me this 
year. May God give you strength to carry on while the Grand Army lives. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


As everything has been taken care of in regards to the workings of the De- 
partment by men who have preceded me I cannot think of anything that I can 
offer that would add to the efficiency of the management. I would recommend 
that the present appropriation for the up-keep of the office be continued. 


In CoNCLUSION 


Comrades, my year as Department Commander has come to a close. I now 
pass the gavel into the hands of my successor; all that I can ask for him is that 
he will receive the same loyal support from your hands that I have had. My 
cup is full and running over; I have been spared by Divine Providence to finish 
the work that you intrusted to me. 

I close with a heart full of gratitude to you all. 


So come what may in the future years 

A pleasant or stormy sea 

From a grateful heart I still must say 

You folks have been good to me. 

And still must say when my journey’s o’er 
I have so much to be thankful for. 


In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
GEORGE W. GREEN, Department Commander. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER 
St. PETERSBURG, Fioripa, March 2, 1936. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


ComrRADE:—As Department Senior Vice-Commander, I submit the following 
report. 

Attended the encampment in April at Boston. Attended the National En- 
campment at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Represented the Department Commander at the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Convention in Somerville, and the Convention of Jewish Veterans at the Hotel 
4 aah hig in Boston. Also attended the Convention of the American Legion at 

owell. 

Have visited all the Patriotic Organizations in my vicinity. 

Am down here in Florida and will be home sometime the last of March and 
will be ready to march down Pennsylvania Avenue, with you next September. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


CHARLES L. Rosinson, Department Senior Vice-Commander. 
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT JUNIOR VICE-COMMANDER 
DepHam, Mass., March 2, 1936. 


FREDERICK H. BisuHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CoMRADE:—I submit the following report as Junior Vice-Commander. 

The year has been a busy one, and have performed the duties of my office to 
the best of my ability. 

Have attended four County Conventions, three Installations of Auxiliaries, 
three Receptions, and visited eleven Schools where I received a warm welcome. 


Yours in’ F.C, andtis 
JoHN E. Bronson, Department Jumor Vice-Commander. 


REPORT OF MEDICAL DIRECTOR 


CHELSEA, Mass., March 2, 1936. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


DEar SIR AND COMRADE:— 

I have the honor to report as ‘Medical Director” of the Department of Mas- 
sachusetts, Grand Army of the Republic. I have made every effort to keep our 
honored Order to the front at all times. I have attended many patriotic func- 
tions at the Churches and Schools. I held a G. A. R. Memorial Service at the 
First Baptist Church, Chelsea on Memorial Sunday being assistant by every 
patriotic veteran organization in the city. I assisted at the dedication of the 
new Chelsea Memorial Stadium costing $250,000, and raised Old Glory at said 
dedication to the top of the new flag staff. I also assisted at the dedication of 
the Hiker Monument in memory of the veterans of the Spanish War. Memorial 
Day parade I was Chief Marshal and harmony prevailed throughout the day. 
I represented my Post at all installations of the patriotic and veteran organiza- 
tions. After the hall was sold to the City of Chelsea I presented to every 
veteran body and the state armory, pictures, settees, books, etc. Some I left in 
G. A. R. hall as an inspiration to the generation to follow. I enjoyed my work 
and trust you and our Department will enjoy health for many years. 


Yours in’F.) Ciyand< i. 
Atsert A. Nickerson, Medical Director. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN 
Wo.iaston, Mass., March 2, 1936. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CoMRADE:—I have the honor to present my report of Memorial Day and 
Memorial Sunday observances. 

Fifty-one Post Chaplains have sent in Memorial Day reports. 

On Memorial Sunday practically every Post attended divine service. 

On Memorial Day all Patriotic Organizations assisted in the exercises, and a 
goodly number of citizens as well as the school children turned out to honor the 
“Boys in Blue.” 

Six hundred thirty-eight cemeteries were visited; 19,248 graves were deco- 
rated. Quite a number of unmarked graves have been reported, and I trust 
that next year will show that all Veterans’ graves have been provided with 
headstones, as the Government will provide them upon application. 

The Sons and Daughters of Union Veterans are very active in assisting the 
tag oe and in many cases doing all the work connected with the duties of 
the day. 
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Comrades, let us pray that when taps have sounded for the last one, the 
spirit of 61-65 may still prevail. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
JAMES S. MitcHELL, Department Chaplain. 
REPORT OF ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL 
Boston, Mass., March 2, 1936. 


GrEorGE W. GREEN, Department Commander : 

ComrADE:—I have the honor to render my report as Assistant Adjutant- 
General for the year ending February 29, 1936. The following table shows the 
membership of the Department to December 31, 1935: 


Number of Posts. ; 87 
Number of comrades in good standing, December 31, 1934. 320 
Number gained from all sources ; 0 

Aggregate : 320 
Number of comrades lost by ‘death niga eG 
Number lost from all other sources ways 

Total loss - . : : : ’ 84 
Number in good standing, December 31, 1935. : 236 
Amount reported expended in Relief. $200.13 


The following Posts, six in number, have surrendered their charters during 
the year: Post 77, Holden: Post 109, E. Templeton; Post 112, Norwell; Post 
119, Lexington; Post 153, Winchendon; Post 191, Boston. 

Of the 87 Posts in good standing, 32 Posts have but 1 member each; while in 
the remaining 55 Posts the membership ranges from 2 to 15 members; Post 10: 
of Worcester, 15 members, and Post 5 of Lynn, 13 members and Post 185 of 
Lowell, 10 members. Total 236. 


REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP BY DISTRICTS, AND OF THE NUMBER OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES TO THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT IN 1936 


CouNTIES Members Represent- 
atives 

Tec Bristol : ; 21 
District No. 1 ! Nantucket ; 2 23 
District No. 2 Plymouth . 14 
District No. 3 Norfolk . ; 17 
District No. 4 Suffolk : 3] 
District No. 5 Essex : 48 
District No. 6 Middlesex . ; 50 
District No. 7 Worcester . : 25 

Hampden 10 

District No. 8 Berkshire 5 
Franklin 9 28 

Hampshire 4 

236 5 
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The following table shows the membership by counties in detail: 
TABULATED REpoRT BY COUNTIES 


Number 
of Post 


LOCATION 


Number 
of Mem- 


bers 


Number 
of Post 


LOCATION 


ue | | | | 
(ee 


79 
125 


86 


Berkshire County 
North Adams 
Pittsfield 


Total (2 Posts) 


Bristol County 
New Bedford 
Taunton 
Fall River 
Attleborough 
Mansfield 
New Bedford é 
North Attleborough 


Total (7 Posts) 


Essex County 
Lynn 
Salem 
Lawrence 
Gloucester 
Haverhill 
Newburyport 
Marblehead . 
Beverly 
Danvers 
Saugus . 
Amesbury 
Ipswich 
Lawrence 

A? FIER | rene 


Total (13 Posts) 
Franklin County 
Orange 
Shelburne Falls 


Conway 
Greenfield 


Total (4 Posts) 
Hampden slat i? 
Springfield 
Westfield 
Total (2 Posts) 


Hampshire County 
Northampton 


Total (1 Post) 
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Middlesex eit 
Melrose 
Wakefield 
Waltham 


Malden 
Lowell ‘ 
Marlborough 
Ayer. 
Cambridge 
Newtonville . 
Natick . 
Stoneham 
Watertown 


Lowell ; 
West Acton . 
Somerville 
Everett 
Lowell : 
East Pepperell 


Total (18 Posts) 


Nantucket CoM 
Nantucket. 
Total (1 Post) 


Norfolk County 
East Weymouth 
Franklin 
Stoughton 
Quincy . 
Milton 
Randolph 
Medfield 
West Medway 
Brookline 
Dedham 


Total (10 Posts) 


Plymouth County 
Middleborough 
Brockton 
Abington 
Rockland 
Plymouth 
Whitman 
Duxbury 


Total (7 Posts) 
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Number Number 
Number LOcATION of Mem- || Number LocaTION of Mem- 
of Post bers _ |} of Post bers 
Suffolk County Worcester County 
2 |South Boston 2 10 |Worcester  . } 15 
7 |Boston . ] 19 |Fitchburg . ! 1 
11 |Charlestown 3 22 |Miulford ; : 1 
15 {Boston . 4 53 |Leominster . ‘ 3 
2. |Boston. . 1 61 |Webster d ; 1 
26 |Roxbury 3 
35 |Chelsea 3 
68 |Dorchester 3 116 |Gardner , : 1 
92 | Brighton 1 
121 |Hvde Park 3 168 |Southbridge . 1 
134 |Boston . ‘2 173 |Sturbridge 1 
179 |Barre 1 
200 |Jamaica Plain 5 ——_—_—_—_ 
: Total (9 Posts) 25 


Total (12 Posts) 31 


The preceding report shows how rapidly the membership is being reduced. 
As it was compiled from the records by your Department Secretary, Helen 
A. Phinney, you can rely upon its accuracy. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


REPORT OF ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL 
Boston, Mass., March 2, 1936. 
GrorcE W. GREEN, Department Commander: 


ComravE:—The following report of the financial transactions during the past 
year is respectfully submitted: 
The figures have been certified by the Auditing Committee: 


Cash on hand . : . $3,497 31 
Interest on invested funds ; 3 a ; ; : 89 22 
Received from Sons of Veterans ; : : . 800 00 
Received from Daughters of Veterans : : 200 00 
Received from Woman’s Relief Corps. : 25 00 
Received from Commonwealth of Massachusetts W438 (35 
Received from other sources. ; 4 ‘ ; ; 28 35 


$6,078 23 
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Marcu, 1935 1936 
Expenses per Month 


$2,580 92 
3 497 31 


$6,078 23 


March $197 25 
April 416 98 
May 235 79 
June 147 71 
July 150 91 
August 158 91 
September 455 61 
October 148 81 
November 175 27 
December 141 66 
January 173 44 
February 183 58 
Balance on hand March 1, 1936 
MERCHANDISE ACCOUNT 
Supplies on hand March 1, 1935 . . $61 51 
Bought during the year . , ; 7 36 
Sold during the year : $5 38 
On hand March 1, 1936 . ; 63 49 
ASSETS 
Warren Savings Bank ; . $1,295 94 
Provident Savings Bank . ; .- 1,610 56 
East Cambridge Savings Bank . ; 341 05 
First National Bank . : ; : 428 55 
Cash . : ; 10 43 
LIABILITIES 
None 

Value of supplies $68 87 
Colors : 200 00 
Office furniture 250 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


$68 87 


$68 87 


$3,586 53 


$510 87 


Freperick H. BisHop, Assistant Quartermaster-General. 
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REPORT OF JUDGE ADVOCATE 
LowE.., Mass., March 2, 1936. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CoMRADE:—In submitting my report as Judge Advocate, I beg to state that 
no oceasion has occurred for my official action. 

I fully appreciate the honor of belonging to the official family of the Mass. 
G. A. R., and hope to be able to perform any duty entrusted to me. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
Duprey L. Pace, Judge Advocate. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR 
StoucHToN, Mass., March 2, 1936. 


FREDERICK H. BISHOP, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

ComraDE:—As the duties of Inspector of Posts has been abolished, I have 
been visiting schools and County Association Meetings, when able. 

I have lost by death two comrades the past year, leaving me the only living 
Civil War Veteran in Stoughton. 

I extend my thanks to Commander George W. Green, for the honor conferred 
on me as a member of his staff. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
CuHarues A. Mites, Department Inspector. 


REPORT OF CHIEF MUSTERING OFFICER 


Joseph F. Foster has been faithful in performing the duties of his office. No 
formal report can be entered here as he passed on to join the great majority on 


February 10, 1936. 
Freperick H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR 
Boston, Mass., March 2, 1936. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
ComraDE:—As Patriotic Instructor I render the following report: 
I have visited schools and tried to instil into their minds a love of country 


and the flag. 
I have also spoken at public meetings and have tried to excite that patriotism 


which is necessary to preserve our Country. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
Wituiam H. Emery, Department Patriotic Instructor. 


REPORT OF CHIEF OF STAFF 


CuHeELsEA, Mass., March 2, 1936. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Comrape:—As Department Chief-of-Staff, I submit the following report: 

At the Department Convention in April, 1935, Comrade Irving B. Mowry was 
appointed as Chief-of-Staff. 

‘On September 19th, Comrade Mowry passed on to his reward. 

I was appointed by the Department Commander to fill out the unexpired 
term. law 8 

I have fulfilled the duties of the office to the best. of my ability. 

Have attended many patriotic gatherings of our Allied Orders, also meetings 
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of the Department Council, and National Encampment at Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan. 

I have held myself in readiness to perform any duty when called on by the 
Department Commander. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JosepH F. Sropparp, Chief of Staff. 


REPORT OF COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 


Boston, Mass., March 2, 1936. 
GEORGE W. GREEN, Department Commander : 

CoMRADE:—The first meeting of the newly elected Council of Administration 
was held at the Department Headquarters, May 20, 1935, at 2 P.M. 

Members present, Comrades Green, Robinson, Bronson, Boyd, Webb, Batch- 
elder, Stoddard and Bishop. 

The minutes of the Jast meeting were read and approved. 

A Communication was received from the Daughters of Union Veterans ex- 
pressing their thanks for the use of Room 27, State House. 

On moticn duly seconded it was voted that the Annual Encampment in 1936 
be held on April 14-15 in Faneuil Hall, provided it can be secured. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that Commander Green be elected as 
Custodian of the Bond covering funds in the possession of the Assistant Adju- 
tant-General. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that the expenses of the Department 
Secretary, Helen A. Phinney, to the National Encampment held in Grand 
Rapids, in September be paid from the funds of the Department Treasury. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that payment for the Annual Banquet 
be made from the funds of the Department. 

There being no further business the meeting dissolved. 

Boston, December 2, 1935. 

The second meeting of the Council of Administration was held at Department 
Headquarters at 2 P.M. 

Members present: Commander Green, Bronson, Robinson, Batchelder, Stod- 
dard, Webb and Bishop. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Report was made and accepted that Faneuil Hall has been secured for the 
Annual Meeting on April 14 and 15, 1936. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that the Annual Dinner on April 15, 
shall be held at the Hotel. Westminster, and that payment: for the same shall 
be made from funds of the Department. 

Comrades Batchelder and Boyd were appointed as auditing committee. 

There being no further business the meeting dissolved. 


FreDertck H. BisHop, Ass’stant Adjutant-General. 


REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE 


Boston, Mass., March 2, 1936. 
GEORGE W. GREEN, Department Commander: 
ComraDE:—The Auditing Committee respectfully report that they have ex- 
amined the books and accounts of the Assistant Quartermaster-General and 


have found them correct, with vouchers for all charges made to February 29, 
1936. 


We have verified the cash and find the total amount on hand February 29, 
1936, to be $3,586.53. 


HeNr1 BATCHELDER, 
LEONARD Boyp, 
Auditing Committee. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF ENCAMPMENT | 


(Continued from page 10) 


(The reading of the Commander’s address was received with applause.) 

Senior Vice-Commander Robinson: This report of the Department Com- 
mander, together with the accompanying documents, will be referred to the 
Committee on Commander’s Address. 

Commander Green: The Assistant Adjutant-General will read the list of 
committee appointments. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, I have the honor to report 
the committees as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON ©COMMANDER’S ADDRESS 


Leonard Boyd, Post 62; William Wormstead, Post 82; and Joseph F. Stod- 
dard, Post 11. 
COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
James H. Webb, Past Department Commander; George A. Gay, Past De- 
partment Commander; and George N. Alden, Post 190. 


COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Frederick H. Bishop, Assistant Adjutant-General; Henri Batchelder, Post 
156; and Helen A. Phinney, Department Secretary. 


CoMMITTEE TO NOMINATE, COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 
John E. Bronson, Department Vice-Commander, Chairman; George A. Par- 
sons, Post 156; Theodore E. Clark, Post 143; Joseph Rossiter, Post 62; and 
Samuel Snow, Post 82. 


COMMITTEE ON GREETINGS TO ALLIED ORDERS 


Women’s Relief Corps:—John E. Bronson, Department Junior Vice-Com- 
mander; Dudley L. Page, Judge Advocate, Post 42; and Hiram S. Faunce, 
Post 110. 9 

Ladies of the G. A. R.:—George A: Gay, :Past: Department Comiander}, At 
bert A. Nickerson, Post 35; and Ezra G. Bly POstraiieging _ 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Cini WU *- James, H. Webb, Past be 
partment Commander; Frederick ‘1. Bishop: Assistant Adjutant-General:; and 
Joseph F. Stoddard, Post 11. 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War :—Charles L. Robinson, Department 
Senior Vice-Commander; Charles D. Kinney, Post 145; and Henry Bornstein, 
Post 21. 

Sons of Union Veterans Auzxiliary:—Leonard Boyd, Post 62; Henri Bat- 
chelder, Post 156; and Charles A. Miles, Post 72. 

Commander Green: Will those who have been named on these committees 
call together their respective committees as soon as possible and perform the 
duties assigned to them. I hope these committees have all heard their names 
as announced by the Assistant Adjutant-General, and of course they know what 
their duties are. 

The next order of business is the nomination of officers. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, I have been requested to 
present the name of our most honored Senior Vice-Commander for the position 
of Commander for the ensuing year. I now make that motion. 

Commander Green: The Senior Vice-Commander Charles L. Robinson has 
been nominated for Commander for the ensuing year. 

Comrade Bronson: I second the nomination. 

Commander Green: The nomination has been seconded. Are there any other 
nominations? If there are no other nominations, I will close the nominations 
and instruct the Assistant Adjutant-General to cast one ballot for the name of 
Charles L. Robinson as Commander for the ensting year. Hearing none, I 
will instruct the Assistant Adjutant-General to do as requested. 
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Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, I have the pleasure and 
honor of nominating Comrade Robinson for the position of Commander. It is 
not a chance matter but something that gives me a great deal of pleasure, be- 
cause of my personal, intimate acquaintance with him. We are looking forward 
to a very much depleted number during the current year, and it is an excellent 
thing that we should have so well rounded, so well governed, and so honest and 
straightforward a man to take the position of Commander for this coming year. 
I have a great deal of pleasure in presenting this ballot, and I thank you for 
the selection in his favor. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, by your vote Senior Vice-Commander Robin- 
son is elected as Commander for the ensuing year. (Loud applause.) — 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Commander Green, Assistant Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Bishop, our Secretary, Mrs. Phinney,’ and comrades, it certainly is a great 
honor you have bestowed upon me in electing me to this exalted position as 
department Commander for the State of Massachusetts. I have never sought 
office before in the Department. I have been Junior Vice-Commander and 
Senior Vice-Commander but they were forced upon me. But I want to tell 
you, my comrades, that Iewill give you just the best that there is in me, and 
I shall rely upon you to display your assistance and your help. You know 
that I have come down to life now in my ninety-first year, and I am not as 
strong as I was a few years ago, but I will do just the best I can. I will attend 
all the affairs that it is possible for me to attend, and I thank you for this 
great honor you have bestowed upon me. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: The next order of business is nominations for Senior 
Vice-Commander. 

Comrade Henri Batchelder: Commander, I am glad to nominate our friend 
and comrade from Dedham, John E. Bronson, as Senior Vice-Commander of 
the Department of Massachusetts. 

Comrade Driscoll: I second the nomination. 

Commander Green: The nomination of Comrade Bronson has been made 
and seconded to the position of Senior Vice-Commander. Are there any other 

‘nominations ? ela Hon oar 
- Pass: Department Commender. Gecrge A: Gay: Commander, I move that 
nominations be closed... .. vaee Or 

Commanidér Green: The motior is nade and seconded that nominations be 
closed. : Aré ‘you ready for the question? © All those in favor of this motion will 
manifest it in the usual manner, those opposed no. It is a vote and I so declare 
it. I now instruct the Assistant Adjutant-General to cast one ballot for the 
name of Comrade Bronson for Senior Vice-Commander. I hold in my hand a 
ballot, the unanimous vote of this Department for Comrade John E. Bronson as 
Senior Vice-Commander for the ensuing year, and I declare him duly elected. 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander, Secretary Phinney and 
comrades, I thank you for this honor. I never expected to belong to the De- 
partment of Massachusetts as an officer, and I never asked for an office, but 
I will try to do my best to assist the Commander in whatever he commands me 
to do. You know, we must obey our superior officers, and I am ready and will- 
ing at all times to do what I can. Comrades, you are like brothers to me. 
Sometimes you are even closer than brothers. I like to see you and shake your 
hands. Well, time is going on; our ranks are thinning; but I still have that 
spirit of loyalty to my comrades and to my country. I thank you again, com- 
rades. (Applause.) 

ata Green: Nominations for Junior Vice-Commander are now in 
order. 

Senior Vice-Commander Robinson: Commander, I would like to place in 
nomination the name of one of my friends, Joseph F. Stoddard, whom I have 
known ever since boyhood. We were boys together. We served in the same 
Company in the Army. He is a splendid man, and I would like to have him ~ 
elected to the office of Junior Vice-Commander, and I hope there will be no 
opposition. I thank you, Commander. 
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Junior Vice-Commander Bronson: Commander, I second the nomination. 

Commander Green: You have heard the nomination of Joseph F. Stoddard 
as Junior Vice-Commander of this Department for the ensuing year. Are there 
any other nominations? 

Past Department Commander Gay: I move that nominations be closed. 

Commander Green: The motion has been made and seconded that nomina- 
tions be closed. All of those in favor of that motion will manifest by saying 
aye, those opposed no; it is a vote, and I so declare it. There being no other 
nominations, I instruct the Assistant Adjutant-General to cast one ballot for 
the name of Joseph F. Stoddard as Junior Vice-Commander for the ensuing 
year. I hold in my hand one ballot, your unanimous vote for Joseph F. Stod- 
dard as Junior Vice-Commander for the ensuing year, and I declared him 
elected. 

Junior Vice-Commander-Elect Stoddard: Comrades, I sincerely thank you for 
the honor you have conferred upon me. I have tried to do my duty not only to 
my Post but to the Department and to the Grand Army, and I will continue to 
do so as long as I live. I consider it a great honor to be elected as Junior Vice- 
Commander of this Department. I thank you very much. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: The next in order is the election of Medical Director. 

Senior Vice-Commander Bronson: I nominate Comrade Nickerson. 

Commander Green: You have heard the nomination of Comrade Nickerson. 
Are there any other nominations? If not, I will declare the nominations closed. 
The Assistant Adjutant-General will cast one ballot for the name of Comrade 
Nickerson as Medical Director. It gives me great pleasure to announce that 
I hold in my hand one ballot, being the unanimous vote of this Encampment 
for Comrade Nickerson as Medical Director. I now declare him elected. (Ap- 
plause.) I take pleasure in presenting Comrade Nickerson, who will be our 
Medical Director for the ensuing year. 

Medical Director-Elect Nickerson: Comrades, I thank you for this honor 
conferred upon me, and I will attend to my duties to the best of my ability. I 
thank you all. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: The next in order is nomination for Chaplain for the 
ensuing year. I am now open to nominations for Chaplain for the ensuing year. 

Senior Vice-Commander Robinson: Commander, I would like to place in 
nomination the name of Comrade Mitchell, who has been our Chaplain this past 
year. He has been a good one. 

Junior Vice-Commander Bronson: Commander, I second the nomination. 

Commander Green: The nomination of Comrade Mitchell for the ensuing 
year has been made for the office of Chaplain. Are there any other nomina- 
tions? Hearing none, I declare the nominations closed and I instruct the As- 
sistant Adjutant-General to cast one ballot for the name of Comrade Mitchell 
as Chaplain for the ensuing year. I hold in my hand a ballot, being the unani- 
mous vote of this Encampment for Comrade Mitchell as Chaplain for the en- 
suing year, and I declare him duly elected. 

Chaplain-Elect Mitchell: Commander and comrades, I consider this a great 
honor. It is different from the other offices in the Department and carries with 
it not only an honor but a responsibility, and I thank you sincerely for your 
confidence in me, which I hope will be merited in every way during the coming 
year. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Officer of the Day: Commander, I announce the presence at the outpost of 
eco Fox Conner, Commander of the First Corps Area, and his Aide- 

e-camp. 

Commander Green: Will Junior Vice-Commander Bronson retire with the 
Officer of the Day and escort General Conner and his Aide to the platform. 

(The delegation retires and presently reappears with the guests, who are 
escorted to the platform, all present rising.) 

Junior Vice-Commander Bronson: Commander, I have the honor of present- 
ing to you Major-General Fox Conner, Commander of the First Corps Area. 
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Commander Green: General Conner, we are pleased to have you with us. 

Officer of the Day: Commander, I have the honor of presenting to you Lieu- 
tenant J. Trimble Brown, Aide-de-camp to General Conner. 

Commander Green: Lieutenant, I am glad to welcome you also. 

Comrades, I now want to present to you Major-General Fox Conner, Com- 
mander of the First Corps Area. Also, Lieutenant Brown, General Conner’s 
Aide. Comrades, salute. 

I now have the honor of presenting the Commander of the First Corps Area, 
who will address a few remarks to you. (Applause.) 

Major-General Fox Conner: Commander, I am very glad indeed to be here 
to greet the veterans of our great Civil War. I have had an opportunity sev- 
eral times to say a few words to the soldiers, and I am always glad to see the 
soldiers, on whom the Army of the United States has patterned itself and in 
memory of whose deeds during the Civil War we fought in the great World 
War. I feel in very close touch with the Grand Army of the Republic because 
my father was a Confederate soldier; he wore the gray, but we of the South 
have always been thankful that the Union was preserved. We feel that the 
Spanish-American War and then the World War climaxed your efforts and 
welded the Union forever and ever as an indissoluble Union. 

I have been very much interested in the proposed program for Gettysburg 
in 1938, in which the Blue and the Gray will participate and signify the union 
of our country forever. I do not wish to take your time, and I might say paren- 
thetically that my own time is rather crowded on account of these CCC boys 
that we have all over the country who, while they are not soldiers, have to be 
handled, have to be fed, and have to be administered to very much as soldiers 
are. I simply wish to express my hope that all of you will be present at Gettys- 
burg at the reunion in 1938, and that all of you will have the happiest reunion 
of your lives. 

I thank you very much for the honor you have done me, and I hope this 
meeting will be the most successful meeting in historic Faneuil Hall that you 
have ever had. I thank you. (Applause.) 

(General Conner and Aide retire under escort.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, I want to say that the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company is going to supply lunch to the comrades in the anteroom 
at 12 o’clock, so it will not be necessary for you to go out and get any lunch. 

I want to say also that tomorrow our annual banquet is going to be held at 
the Hotel Westminster, and all comrades will stay in this hall because there is 
going to be transportation provided to take us out to the Westminster, so it 
won’t be necessary to provide your own transportation tomorrow. You will 
be governed accordingly. , 

Department Secretary Phinney: Comrades, I just want to say to you that 
these beautiful flowers that have been sent to me this morning have come from 
the widow of Comrade Wilfred A. Wetherbee, and her thoughts are with you 
here today. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Are there any other officers to be elected today? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: No. 

Commander Green: What is the next order of business? 

Department Secretary Phinney: Commander, we have a comrade here from 
the State of Maine. 

Commander Green: Officer of the Day, we have a comrade here from Maine. 
Will you kindly escort him to the platform. 

(The Officer of the Day escorts Comrade Edward Stevens, Post 17, Wilton, 
Maine, to the platform.) 

Commander Green: Has any comrade any further business to present before 
the meeting? Assistant Adjutant-General, have you any business on your table 
to bring before the Encampment? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, in order that there may be 
no misunderstanding, will you please, all of you, understand now that you have 
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an invitation tomorrow from the Department of Massachusetts to be their 
guests at dinner, and there will be transportation to take you to the place where 
we are to have our dinner. Please do not forget to be here tomorrow and all be 
prepared to join with us in the annual meeting for the investigation of food 
supplies and reduction of as much as is consistent with good manners. 


Commander Green: We have our Past Department Commander here, Com- 
rade Gay. We will be glad to hear a word from him. (Applause.) 


Past Department Commander George A. Gay: Commander and comrades, I 
am just a little hoarse but hope to be better by and by. Now, comrades, it is 
really a pleasure to be here today with you. As time goes by I realize that 
our comrades are very fast being eliminated and there are few of us left, and 
there are still fewer of us when we get into a meeting so that we can touch 
elbows with one another as closely as in days of yore. But nevertheless we have 
had some experiences in the past that should benefit us today and in the future, 
and that is this:—That, although we do not meet often, we can still remember, 
or should remember, the faces of our comrades; and I want to say to one and 
all of you here today, as my comrades I love you, and I love you for this rea- 
son. Not so many years ago, and still it was quite a few years ago, we were 
boys, we were on the march together, we were in the line of battle together, and 
we were in the tent together, and I have seen at the parting of the ways after 
the surrender of Lee at Appomattox Court House and the boys were going 
north, south, east and west, after that memorable day of Lee’s surrender and 
you were coming home, I saw strong men weep. I saw tears flow from their 
eyes when they would not bat an eye but for that occasion. And so today we 
are old men. They can’t expect much of us. We are being tolerated here. And 
I want to say to you today, comrades, that I hope each and every one of you 
will see a number of years, and that you will live to enjoy another Encampment. 
I am not going to take any more of vour time but I am glad to be with you all 
today. Please accept this from the heart, will you? I thank you. (Applause.) 


Commander Green: Comrades, I want to say we have a member with us 
here today, Comrade Wormstead, Post 82 of Marblehead, Past Senior Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief, in 1916, while then a member of the Missouri Depart- 
ment. We will be glad to hear a1 word from Comrade Wormstead. (Applause.) 


Comrade William Wormstead, Post. 82, Marblehead: Commander Green and 
comrades, I am glad to be with you, and I always find upon these occasions 
something that makes life brighter and better and more natural. As I look 
back upon the days of the Civil War it seems to me so strange that so many 
hundred thousand young men that had never seen or read or ever thought of 
war in any sense should have been so rapidly organized into military units and 
put into one of the greatest wars the world had seen up to that time. Now, 
as we go over these fields of memory and remember the good fellows that we 
knew, that we loved and that loved us, it seems to me as if it was a thing that 
had never happened at all, a dream, something unreal; but upon these occa- 
sions, these memories can bring back to us the good fellows that we camped 
with, that we bled with, and endured ihe unpleasantness of army life within the 
time of war. I believe that we find a pride in life to think that we were able 
to join in that great, magnificent army that saved the Union and had an effect 
upon the whole world that we cannot understand. 


Now, boys, I am not going to say any more—there is someone else that can 
say it better; but I am glad to have enlisted from old Massachusetts—yes, and 
old Marblehead, too. It is a real satisfaction to me to think that I was one of 
those men, and day by day as I look upon the papers and read them I wonder 
if there is ever going to be a call for the voung men of today to defend the old 
Flag and keep the world in order. 

Now I thank you, comrades. I am happy to be with vou, I am glad to be of 
you, and I hope my life and your life will be spared for some time yet, that we 
may come together and look in each other’s faces and shake hands and say 
“God bless you.” (Applause.) 
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Commander Green: We have with us the Rev. E. George Biddle, Post 134, 
Boston. We will be glad to hear a word from him. (Applause.) 

Comrade E. George Biddle, Post 134: Commander and comrades, I am cer- 
tainly glad to be with you. Comrades, you look good to me. I think so much 
of the Grand Army of the Republic that I feel it is greater than any other in- 
stitution I know. I have been out of this State for some time; I have been in 
Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey; but I finally retired from the minis- 
try and have settled in Boston. 

It was in February, the 6th, I think, in 1863, when I enlisted here in Boston, 
the sixth person to join the 54th Massachusetts Regiment. I think my grand- 
children have a grand inspiration when they go up to the Shaw monument in 
front of the State House and pick me out. They tell just which one of those 
boys on that monument represents me. I am proud of the Grand Army. I 
cannot help but mention this fact, that as far as I know the Grand Army of 
the Republic is the only institution in this country that has never drawn the 
color line. The color line has never been drawn here. The great Methodist 
Church, as you know, was split on that line. They have not got over it yet, 
and they are making a desperate effort to get together, and I hope they will. 

A convention of the Youths’ Conference is going on in the church today, but 
I told them that I thought so much of the Grand Army that they would have 
to excuse me part of the time. I have been kindly treated by the members of 
the Grand Army, especially by the women folks of the several auxiliaries down 
in Connecticut, and I have received the same treatment in Massachusetts. We 
call the Woman’s Relief Corps down in Connecticut the “angels of the Grand 
Army,” and I think that is a good name. I am glad to be with you. I always 
find such a splendid reception up in the Headquarters from Mrs. Phinney and 
Adjutant Bishop that I feel as though I am at home. May God bless you all. 
I have this one hope, however, that we shall all be able to go to Gettysburg in 
1938. It will be only two years from now, and I hope to live that long, and I 
hope you will all live that long. It is said of Pope Pius IX, when someone was 
congratulating him on his 90th birthday and expressing the hope that he would 
live to be 100, he found fault because he said that person was asking for only 
10 years longer. May you all live to at least get to Gettysburg, and I hope, 
Commander, we can all go to Washington next fall. Thank you. (Applause.) 
_ Officer of the Day: Commander, I have the honor of introducing to you 
Comrade James I. Johnson, Bosworth Post, Portland, Maine. 

Commander Green: Commander Johnson, we are very glad to welcome you 
here. We will now have the pleasure of listening to our Judge-Advocate, Com- 
rade Page!) " 

Comrade Dudley L. Page, Post 42, Lowell: Comrades, I did not come down 
here to make a speech but the boys have behaved so well this last year that in 
my official capacity as Judge Advocate I have not had any trouble. One of the 
former speakers spoke about Gettysburg. I was at the Battle of Gettysburg 
with my regiment. We were right up in the graveyard amongst the gravestones 
there, and we saw the first two divisions of our Corps, which were ahead of us, 
defeated and coming back through the field. We did not know what was going 
to happen but we stayed there right through the fight. Well, then, we had a 
reunion there, the Blue and the Gray. I don’t know, but I think it was the 
fiftieth anniversary of the fight, and we had an old Johnny there that had the 
top of his head shot off. He said he had a little dirt thrown up in front of him 
and he was lying behind that but his head got high enough so that a bullet 
knocked his scalp off. He was afraid he would bleed to death and didn’t know 
what to do. If he got up and ran he would surely be shot. He passed the word 
along the picket line for them to hold their fire for a few minutes and then blaze 
away all at once, and when they did he got up and ran back. We had a glo- 
rious time there, and I hope we will all be there in 1938, two years from now, 
and if we do, the only trouble we have had with the Johnnies since the war is 
that sometimes they wouldn’t meet unless they could carry the stars and bars, 

and the Grand Army didn’t like the looks of them in war times, and they didn’t 
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want them paraded with the Star Spangled Banner. I do not know whether 
that thing has gone over now or not. I am glad to be with you here again. I 
hope we will all be in Washington, and I hope we will all be at Gettysburg two 
years from now. I thank you. (Applause.) 


Past Commander Gay: Mr. Commander, I want to say just one word more. 
Of course last year we heard about this Gettysburg affair, and when it is going 
to take place. I think if we take into account the opinions of our comrades 
here and their wishes, we shall find that we do not care to go there to mingle 
with those boys down South for this reason. If they go there and we go there, 
we are certainly going to take our flags, and they will have to take theirs, and 
what would we do about it if they did? It is simply my opinion that we should 
keep ourselves apart from those boys. And when they wouldn’t march down 
Pennsylvania Avenue without carrying that old rebel flag, you know we would 
not tolerate that; and why should we at Gettysburg and give them the opportu- 
nity of coming in and joining with us and still have them carrying that flag? I 
for one wouldn’t stand for it. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say we have a comrade here today who is well 
along in the 90’s. I will be glad to hear a word from Comrade Corson, Post 5, 
Lynn. How old are you, Comrade? 

Comrade Thomas A. Corson, Post 5, Lynn: 96. Comrades, I am glad, as I 
always have been, to meet with the Grand Army of the Republic, and I am 
thankful to be able to attend, but so far as speech-making is concerned, it is out 
of the question. My hearing is poor, my sight is poor, and my language is poor, 
but I am sure I always enjoy any communication with the boys of the Civil 
War, and I look forward to these times. I hardly expected to be able to attend 
today. I have been quite feeble for a week but I am grateful to be able to be 
here today, and I am very glad to meet vou all. I wish you all success, and I 
hope at the National Encampment you will all be able to attend. I thank you. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, I want to say that lunch will be ready for you 
in about five minutes. I am glad to call on Comrade Dodge, Commander of 
Post 5, Lynn. I had the honor and pleasure of installing the officers of that 
Post, and I am glad to welcome here Commander Dodge. 


Commander William F. Dodge, Post 5, Lynn: Commander, I am surprised 
that you should call upon me as you know I cannot make a speech if I want to. 

Commander Green: We want you to try it. 

Comrade Dodge: What shall I say? Comrades, last vear I could not come 
here on account of the weather but this year I made up my mind I would come 
if it was possible to get here. As Commander Green said, he came down and 
installed me. That is true, he did. But he brought his wife. He wanted to 
show her to me. You know, Commander Green or anv other person when 
they get married like to show their wives (laughter), and Commander Green, of 
course, brought down another lady to help him out, and he installed me for 
the eighth time as Commander of Post 5. Post 5 at one time had 1123 mem- 
bers. Today it has only 11, and only about 4 of them are able to get around. 
Comrade Corson gets over once in a while from Salem, but he is our youngest 
member. He was 96 years old in July, and he is the smartest man we have 
in the Post. He can do more traveling than any of us. I do not think he has 
missed but two National Encampments since they were organized, and wher- 
ever there is a Grand Army gathering he is most always ready to go. 


I am pleased to be here and see so many of you today. I did not think there 
would be much of a gathering because I know the Grand Army is dwindling. 
I went to a county convention the other day, and where we ought to have had 
seven or eight Grand Army men IJ was the only one present. Of course the 
others would have been there if they had not been under the weather. And 
two of those comrades are here today. I am glad to see they got out, and I 
wish more than two of them could come. Now I have made quite a little 

speech, the best I know how, and that is all I can do, and I wish that you would 
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excuse me. I hope you will all be with us next year. I will be 90 the 6th day 
of June, and I hope to live two or three years longer. (Applause.) 


Comrade Mitchell: Commander, before we adjourn, I was very much inter- 
ested in what Comrade Gay said about the reunion at Gettysburg, and I trust 
that before that time comes around the Grand Army of the Republic will go 
om record as opposed to the Confederate flag going up at Gettysburg. I would 
like to see before that time some action by the Grand Army condemning the 
idea of having the rebel flag presented. 


Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander, I make a motion that 
we adjourn until 1 o’clock this afternoon. 

Comrade Dennis Driscoll, Post 15, Boston: I second the motion. 

Commander Green: You have heard the motion made and seconded that we 
adjourn until 1 o’clock this afternoon. Are you ready for the question? Those 
in favor will signify by saying Aye, those opposed, No; it is a vote, and I so 
declare it. 

(Recess to 1 p.m.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Commander Green: Comrades, please sit down as near as you can to the 
front because we can hear you better. We will now open the afternoon session. 
I declare the convention open. 

Officer of the Day, we have Past Department Commander Wm. W. Fish 
of New Hampshire present, and we would be glad to have you escort him to 
the platform. 

Officer of the Day: Commander, I present Past Department Commander Fish 
of New Hampshire. 

Commander Green: Commander, I am glad to welcome you to the Conven- 
tion. I will say at this time we will be glad to hear a word from Past Com- 
mander Fish. 

Past Department Commander William W. Fish: Commander and comrades, 
I am glad to be here today. I was in this Department, I think, for about 40 
years and Commander of the Post in Somerville. I married a second wife and 
went to New Hampshire. I was there 14 years and had been there about two 
months when they put me in line for Department Commander by electing me 
Junior Vice-Commander, when I became Department Commander, and at pres- 
ent I am Department Chaplain of the Department of New Hampshire, Grand 
Army of the Republic. I am glad to see vour faces. I feel at home in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. I was born in Massachusetts near the line, but 
as a bov I enlisted in the 10th New Hampshire. I look back through the vista 
of the years at the events that make that past glorious. I look back to the time 
when I heard Abraham Lincoln give his speech in Manchester in 1860. That 
was three score years and ten ago and more. As we look back there is so much 
we boys can remember and a great deal that we cannot recall; but we have that 
same bond of fellowship that is so tight, that is so strong, that has welded us 
together by the memories of the past with the knowledge that we took part in 
that great and glorious struggle that holds this nation together at the present 
time. God used Abraham Lincoln as a leader. He used the boys in Blue to 
fight those battles and retain these United States as one in order that we might 
through the coming years, through the coming generations, to our posterity, to 
countless millions, and to the whole world, be an example exemplifying those 
principles which ennoble mankind and make us what God wished us to be. 

God bless the Grand Army of the Republic! God bless its comrades and 
make enduring that invisible bond that unites us together, that ennoblement of 
life that goes on from spirit to spirit, that continues everlasting life! We pass 
through each vear various experiences by which we avoid those rocks of evil as 
God would have us; and as comrades of the Grand Army in these times of de- 
pression I know we must pray that God will hold us fast and hold the world 
fast, so that slaughter and all those things that separate us from Him may be 
done away with. And so today we meet in our annual conclave. Year after year 
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this life, this vestibule of the eternal, this earthly pilgrimage we, hold fast to, 
and year after year He who watches over us, who comes and unites with us, He 
holds us year after year until now some of us are nearly 100 years of age. I am 
93 years old, and I praise Him for His care, I praise Him for His keeping 
faith, I praise Him for all that makes life noble and has to be an example as 
lived out by the Grand Army of the Republic. God bless you all. (Applause.) 


Commander Green: It is time now for the various committees to report. Is 
the Committee on Commander’s Address ready to make a report? 


Comrade Boyd: Commander, we have attended to the duties assigned to us, 
and we will be glad to make our report. 


Your committee appointed to consider the Commander’s address has attended 
to its duties and wishes to make the following report. We. your committee, be- 
lieving that our Headquarters officers know best the needs of the Department, 
and having perfect confidence in their ability, heartily endorse the Commander’s 
recommendations as set forth in his address. 


We hope that every comrade will, if possible, avail himself of the splendid 
courtesy and help that is always to be found at Headquarters from the Adju- 
tant General, and Mrs. Phinney, Department Secretary. Signed by Leonard 
Boyd, chairman, Joseph F. Stoddard, and W. H. Wormstead. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Comrades, you have heard the report as read 
by the chairman of the committee. What is your pleasure? 

Comrade Gay: I move you, sir, that that report be accepted. 

Comrade Henry Bornstein, Post 21, Boston: I second the motion. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: It is moved and seconded that the report be 
accepted as read. All in favor of that motion will manifest in the usual man- 
ner by saying Aye, contrary minded, and it is a vote. Mrs. Phinney, I am 
pleased to hand that report over to you. 

Commander Green: We will now hear the report of the Committee on the 
Council of Administration. 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander and comrades, we have 
attended to our duties. Those appointed are: John E. Bronson, George A. 
Parsons, Theodore E. Clark, Joseph Rossiter and Samuel Snow. As a committee 
they have unanimously elected as the Council of Administration James H. Webb, 
Henri Batchelder, Leonard Boyd, Dudley L. Page, and George W. Green. 

Commander Green: You have heard the report of the Committee on Council 
of Administration. As there is no objection, the report will be accepted. 

We will now hear the report of the Committee on Credentials. 

Comrade Henri Batchelder, Post 156, Everett. Commander, I will report for 
the Committee on Credentials. There were 32 comrades present at the morn- 
ing session. 

Commander Green: You have heard the report of the Committee on Creden- 
tials. The report is accepted. 

The next order of business is the election of delegates to the National En- 
campment. They are supposed to be elected from the floor. We will be glad 
to have those who intend to attend the National Encampment stand so that we 
will know whom to elect from those who are going. 

Comrade Batchelder: Commander, I make the motion that those comrades 
that are standing, thus indicating they are going to the National Encampment 
at Washington, be elected as delegates to that convention. 

Comrade Robinson: I second the motion. 

Commander Green: It is moved and seconded that those comrades who stood 
be elected as delegates to the National Encampment. Are you ready for the 
question? All those in favor will manifest by saying Aye, those opposed No; it 
it a vote, and I so declare it. 

Department Secretary Phinney: Commander, may I speak? 

Commander Green: Yes. 

Department Secretary Phinney: Every year there has been a committee ap- 
pointed to elect delegates to the National Encampment. We have eight dis- 
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tricts, and we haven’t men enough now to fill in one man from each district, so 
we have to elect them from the floor. 

Department Secretary Phinney: The Department Commander, the Senior 
and Junior Vice-Commanders, and the Assistant Adjutant- General always go 
by virtue of their office. 

Commander Green: Comrades, may I interrupt this discussion for the mo- 
ment to express my great pleasure in presenting to this Convention today, Past 
Department Commander Webb, whom I thought we had lost. (Applause.) 

Past Department Commander James H. Webb, Post 88. Well, comrades, it 
has been a job to get here but here I am! 

Comrade Gay: You are looking pretty nice, Comrade. 

Commander Green: Commander Webb, won’t you take a seat over here. 
Comrades, we have elected delegates to the National Encampment. Now we 
want alternates. Is there any other suggestion? 

Comrade Batchelder: Commander, I make the motion that the Department 
Commander and the Assistant Adjutant-General be authorized to fill in the 
list of alternates from those comrades they find on the train after they get 
started for Washington. I make that as a motion. 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: I second the motion. 

Commander Green: You have heard the motion made and seconded that the 
Commander and Assistant Adjutant-General select the alternates from those 
comrades we find on the train on the way to the Convention. Are you ready 
for the question? All those in favor of this motion will manifest by saying 
Aye, those opposed No; it is a vote, and I so declare it. 

Comrade Batchelder: Commander, I learn that the motion I have just made is 
not in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Grand Army, and I 
hereby withdraw that motion. 

Commander Green: If there is no objection, that motion will be withdrawn. 
Now if there are any members that will stand up‘signifying their willingness to 
act as alternates, we will be glad to have them. I will say to the comrades it is 
not necessary to go to fill in as alternates. All that is necessary is to have this 
put in the records. 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander, I move that these com- 
rades be elected as alternates. 

Commander Green: The motion is made and seconded that we elect these 
comrades as alternates. Are you ready for the question? All those in favor 
will say Aye, those opposed No; it is a vote, and I so declare it. 

Comrade Bornstein: Commander, I should like to know if there is any com- 
pensation paid to these delegates that go to the Convention? Do they go at 
their own cost, or is it paid by the State to go to the Convention? 

Commander Green: No. i 

Comrade Bornstein: That is, I would like to know if there is compensation 
paid to the delegates that go to this Convention, whether they go as alternates 
or as delegates? Some get paid, and others will go but pay their own expenses. 
I think it is advisable that this Convention at least should pay part of the 
money because we haven’t delegates present at the next Convention. I know I 
belong to organizations, and they get paid. I don’t know whether it is mileagé 
or whatever it is that is paid; but there should be some compensation paid by 
this Convention to those delegates that go. 

Commander Green: I want to say that there never has been anything of that 
kind take place, anything more than the delegates who go there as a general 
thing are presented by the Sons’ Auxiliary with $10 or something of that kind. 
But the Department is under no obligation to pay any expenses, anything other 
than the Assistant Adjutant-General’s and the Department Commander’s. 

Comrade Bornstein: I think it would be better and wiser if this Convention 
would pay the delegates. Then they know whether they go, and then we can be 
sure that this Convention, or this Department rather, has been represented by 
them at that Convention; but if they don’t, then they say, “Well, we don’t get 
paid, and we are not going to go and give up our time.” There should be some- 
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thing done by this Convention, and if it has not been done before it should be 
done now. 

Commander Green: We are under no obligation to do so. 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander, I have been sent as a 
delegate for a good many years, and I was always willing to pay my expenses 
for the honor of the position. In the last twenty Encampments I have missed 
only two, and I have gone as a delegate to nearly all of them, and I was glad 
to pay my own expenses for the honor of representing the Department of Mas- 
sachusetts. I do not think it belongs to the Department to pay these expenses. 
Any man who is not willing to pay his own expenses ought not to go. 

Commander Green: I want to say that the State of Massachusetts has never 
taken any action in regard to paying the expenses for the National Encamp- 
ment. I do know that the State of Maine last year appropriated money to pay 
the expenses of all the delegates from Maine to Grand Rapids, and I thought 
it was very nice of the State of Maine. As Comrade Bronson has said, I have 
always gone myself, up to last vear, and paid my own expenses. I was only 
too glad to do it. I do not consider this Department is able to pay the expenses 
of the delegates to the Convention; but, if the State of Massachusetts saw fit 
to do anything of that kind, we would be very glad to accept. 

Comrade Bornstein: Commander, it is true that the Department cannot pay 
the expenses but there is another way of getting around it. I think that the 
National Encampment should pay the expenses of the delegates to the Con- 
vention. I belong to organizations, and the national departments of these or- 
ganizations pay the delegates so they are sure to have these delegates there to 
attend to the business of the Convention. 

Comrade Gay: I want to say the suggestion is wrong because the National 
has nothing to do with the Department delegates. Every Department has a 
right to manage its own affairs, and the national has nothing to do with it what- 
ever. They have enough to do to pay their own bills. The National would not 
sponsor the delegates from the Departments. 

Commander Green: Has any other comrade anything to say on this matter? 
If not, we will pass on to another matter. 

I want to say that today we were certainly honored by the Ancient and Hon- 
orable Artillery Company, who provided us with lunch, and it does seem that 
some action should be taken on the matter. I think there should be placed on 
record a rising vote of thanks tendered to the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company, and a letter of thanks should be sent to the Company by the Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General. I am going to ask now that all comrades who are in 
favor rise as a vote of thanks to the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company 
for their kindness in providing lunch. (All present rise and applaud.) I declare 
it a vote. 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander, I move you that our 
Assistant Adjutant-General write them a vote of thanks for the fine luncheon 
that they gave us. 

Commander Green: You have heard the motion made and seconded that our 
Assistant Adjutant-General write a vote of thanks to the Ancient and Honor- 
able Artillery Company for providing a lunch for us on this occasion. Are you 
ready for the question? All those in favor say Aye, those opposed No; it is a 
unanimous vote, and I so declare it. 

Is there any other committee ready to report? If not, is there any special 
business to come before us? 

We have Past Department Commander Webb present, whom we are very 
glad to see. We thought we had lost him altogether. I will be very glad to 
hear from Comrade Webb. 

Past Department Commander Webb: Commander and comrades, I cannot 
talk. Since the last Convention the whole story is that I fell down last winter, 
and I was in my room two months and have not amounted to anything since; 
but I could not let this Convention go by without trying to appear here. As 
for making a speech or telling you anything that has happened within the Grand 
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Army last year, or knowing anything about what is going on in that or any 
other business, I cannot do it. But I do thank you for calling upon me. 
(Applause. ) 

Comrades, if there is anything I hope may never happen to any of you boys, 
it is don’t lose your eyesight if you can help it. If you help it any way, hang 
onto it, for I believe there is no worse thing that could come to a man than to 
be unable to see. I have been carried around the city today by taxicabs, and 
the men that drive them and the Sons of Veterans and everybody that knew me 
or had any interest in the Grand Army of the Republic were very kind to me, 
and there are quite a lot of us left yet. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, I started to rise to say 
something in regard to our obligation to the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company but someone else has taken care of that. I feel it was a very gra- 
cious act on their part and a great surprise to all of us, and it shows what the 
oldest military organization in the State can do and the feeling that they have 
toward the Grand Army. They insist upon having at least one member of the 
Grand Army in their organization, and I have had not only the pleasure but the 
honor of representing the Grand Army as a member of the Ancient and Honor- 
able Artillery Company. They are a very old military organization. They are 
very patriotic. They have a very mixed membership from all the military or- 
ganizations in the State and carry considerable influence, not individually but 
collectively; and I think it is a great honor to us to have them single us out and 
be glad to welcome us to that lunch here today which they gave us freely, and 
we appreciate it. (Applause.) 

Officer of the Day: Commander Green, you were kind enough to appoint me 
as Officer of the Day of this Department, and I have done my duty as far as I 
can, and it gives me great pleasure now on behalf of these comrades that are 
here, and I know it comes right from their hearts, to say that we all know that 
you have given us a splendid administration and done all you possibly could, 
and every comrade is thankful, and I am surely thankful today to see you here 
as Commander of this Department, and by virtue of my office I hand you this 
gift from your comrades. They have got up this little present for you, and it 
gives me extreme pleasure to present it to you from the comrades. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Comrade Stoddard, and comrades of this Convention, I 
hardly know what to say. I am certainly very grateful to you all for being 
so kind to me this past year. Owing to the condition of my health it has been 
almost impossible for me to fulfill all the duties of Department Commander, 
and I regret very much that I am in such poor condition today to take part in 
doing the work which I am supposed to do. But, Comrade Stoddard, I want 
to say that I appreciate all the more this present coming from your hands, and 
I certainly wish for you everything that is good. I hope that you may live and 
prosper and enjoy the position of Department officer to which you have been 
elected today, and I hope you may continue and become Department Com- 
mander while I live to see you there. I thank you. (Applause.) 

I will open the envelope which Comrade Stoddard has given me. I find this 
card in it, and it says:—“To Department Commander George W. Green from 
the comrades of Massachusetts Department, Grand Army of the Republic. It 
is a pleasure to present you with our gift and surely add all our wishes for a 
future that is ever bright and glad, and wherever life may lead you, in all the 
things you do, we shall always wish sincerely happy days and joy to you.” 

That is something very nice indeed. And is very acceptable. I will be able 
to pay part of my expenses to the Washington Encampment. (Laughter.) 
That is very nice, and I certainly. thank the comrades for it. It is something 
that is wholly unexpected. 

I want to say at this time, as long as they have been presenting me with 
something pertaining to the Grand Army in whose service as Department Com- 
mander I have been this last year, that I certainly have enjoyed being Com- 
mander as well as I could under the circumstances of my health, and I certainly 
enjoy going to the Department Headquarters and meeting the Assistant Adju- 
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tant-General and the Department Secretary, and I can assure you I have en- 
joyed many happy hours there in their company. I have always been received 
with cordiality, and there could be none better than I have received during my 
term of office. And at this time I want to present to the Department Secretary 
a little gift in appreciation of the pleasant hours I have spent with her. It is a 
small gift but I quite assure you that it comes from the heart. I appreciate all 
that you have done for me. (Applause.) 

Department Secretary Phinney: Commander Green, I thank you most sin- 
cerely for this remembrance, and I appreciate the honor that you gave me to 
serve you as your Secretary. I promised you one year ago that I would do 
everything I could for you to make your year as Department Commander a 
pleasant and happy one. I can only say I have done my best, and if my work 
has been satisfactory to you I am satisfied. Thank you very much for what- 
ever this little box contains. I do appreciate it. 

Commander Green: Mrs. Phinney, I want to say you have accomplished every- 
thing you have promised. You certainly have been very kind to me, and I ap- 
preciate it. 

Department Secretary Phinney: Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say too to Comrade Bishop that we have had 
many pleasant hours together, and I hand you this as a remembrance. It is just 
a small remembrance. 

Assistant Adjustant-General Bishop: Commander, this is not only a surprise 
but a great pleasure to receive any particular honor. Our association has been 
so pleasant, you have been so well disposed toward the action I have taken at 
Headquarters, or by Mrs. Phinney with my cooperation, that it is more than 
a pleasure for me, whatever this is, to receive it from you, and I shall cherish 
it in memory of the way in which you have fought for health and the way in 
which you have carried on and done your duty under the most disadvantageous 
conditions. We know what you have suffered, we know what you have been 
through, and I bring you congratulations and thanks. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I do not know that we have much other business to bring 
before the Convention at the present time. We will be very glad to hear from 
any comrade who has anything to offer. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: A little later in the afternoon a repre- 
sentative of the railroads will be here to visé your railroad tickets so that you 
can get the rebate upon showing your ticket at the station when you go home; 
as many of you as do come from outside the city and have return tickets, bring 
your tickets to this representative of the railroads when he comes. You will 
receive the discount, one-third. 

Commander Green: I want to say that we have a comrade here that I cer- 
tainly have great regard for and love, and we have not heard a whole lot from 
him today, but I understand that he is a comrade who can repeat the Gettys- 
burg address, and I will be very glad to hear it from him. Comrade Batchelder, 
I will ask you to do that for us. 

Comrade Batchelder: Commander and comrades, I see before me 28 veterans 
of the Civil War. We are getting few and far between but we who are left are 
still holding on with the spirit in which we answered the call of Lincoln more 
than 75 years ago. You will remember that 1863 was the crucial year of the 
Civil War. In that year many events happened which sealed the fate of the 
“lost cause.” On the very first day of that year, January 1, 1863, President 
Lincoln issued that immortal document known as the Emancipation Proclama- 
tion, giving freedom to more than four million of slaves. Also in that year, 
1863, in the spring, General Grant with his army had somehow gotten below 
Vicksburg and across the Mississippi and got between General Pemberton, the 
commander of the forces at Vicksburg, and their source of supplies, and on the 
4th day of July of that year General Grant received the sword from General 
Pemberton, and the Mississippi was open from the Northwest to the sea. 

On that very same day, July 4, 1863, General Meade with his army, after that 
three-day battle at Gettysburg, saw the rebel army in full retreat across the 
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Potomac, and Congress was so delighted with these victories that it decided to 
make the battlefield at Gettysburg a shrine where those who fought there might 
find a fitting sepulcher. The committee in charge of the dedication of that 
cemetery had selected the finest orator in the land, Edward Everett of Massa- 
chusetts, who for more than two hours poured forth in oratory his great learn- 
ing for that occasion. As he finished the President of the United States was 
introduced, and he made a brief address, not more than five minutes, prepared 
coming down on the train, and at its close the Hon. Mr. Everett grasped his 
hand and said: “President Lincoln, you have said more in two minutes than I 
have said in two hours.” That address has come down to us as a classic in 
American literature, and I am asked to repeat it today. For more than three 
years President Lincoln was my Commander-in-Chief but I never saw his face 
and never heard his voice; but I will do the best I can to give you in full my 
interpretation of that address. 


Address by President Lincoln at the Dedication of the Gettysburg 
National Cemetery, November 19, 1863. 

“Fourscore and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this 
continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal. 

“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long en- 
dure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come 
to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those 
who here gave their lives that the nation might live. It is altogether 
fitting and proper that we should do this. But in a larger sense we 
cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. 
The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated 
it far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 
note, nor long remember, what we say here, but it can never forget 
what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated 
here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus 
far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining before us,—that from these honored dead we 
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last 
full measure of devotion,—that we here highly resolved that these dead 
shall not have died in vain,—that this nation, under God, shall have a 
new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the 
Seale ei the people, shall not perish from the earth.” (Loud ap- 
plause 


Commander Green: I wonder if the Commander-in-Chief is supposed to come 
this afternoon? Is the Commander-in-Chief expected here this afternoon? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: We expect he may come here. He is in 
the custody of Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Lincoln. He may get here. 

Commander Green: I wonder if there is any comrade who has anything to 
offer for the good of the order? I will be glad to hear from Comrade Boyd. 

Comrade Leonard Boyd, Post 62: What do vou want me to do? 

Comrade Green: Come right here. We will be glad to hear a word from you. 

Comrade Boyd: I would rather go to battle than stand up here. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: We have got to fill in the time. 

Comrade Boyd: I am afraid you are wasting time on me. Comrades and 
Commander, I am glad to stand up for a moment and look in your faces. Now 
you are telling about the war and talking about what you did, and the Gettys- 
burg speech was interesting; but, you know, I did not go to war, really. I 
went in the Navy and went sailing away and had a fine time. I saw some shoot- 
ing and I did my little part, and I am not ashamed even though I went right 
into the war because my older brothers were doing the work and I stayed at 
home, but finally I decided that the war could not be closed without my help 
(laughter) and so I enlisted in the Navy. I came up to Portland. I had never 
been there but once in my life, having always been on a farm. I enlisted in the 
Navy and went down South and finally was put on the blockade. Now, if there 
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is a comrade here that was put on the blockade in the war and stayed there, he 
will never forget it. 

One day a schooner was seen going by on whom there were two important 
men. Our gunner fired three times, first in front and then twice tried to hit him 
without success, and the Lieutenant said: “Boyd, try your skill.” Well, | was a 
farmer. I could pitch hay and I could hoe potatoes and things like that but 
shooting was not my forte exactly; and yet everything was right for me that 
day, and I took the best aim I knew with the 30-pound cannon, and as luck 
would have it every rope was cut and a piece of the mast, and we took those 
two men and found on them papers which were valuable. They were sent to 
Washington, and then word came back to give the man who fired that shot ten 
days’ liberty. So I picked out eight nice fellows and a man to lead the party, 
and I had a wonderful time visiting the South. I never have had money enough 
to go down there since, and I wish I could but I can’t; but I just want to say 
_ to you I am telling you that now because there were a good many men that 
went to war and some that didn’t at first, and everything was all right before 
they did go. But any man, any boy who gave his life or put himself in) the 
position of losing his life possibly is worthy of being reckoned even with those 
men who went out and finished the war. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say at this particular time that I am very 
grateful to all the comrades who have been so kind to me, especially all the 
organizations connected with the Grand Army, during my administration. Of 
course you all know very well that I have not been well enough to take a very 
active part in this past year, but I certainly have appreciated what the com- 
rades have done and all our organizations have done for me. I did have a 
reception in Jamaica Plain, and I had 14 comrades out. We had Comrade 
King, who is going to celebrate his 100th birthday in August, and he came to 
the reception. Then the Greetings Committee gave me a reception down in the 
Parker House, and Comrade King was there, too; he was so near 100 years of 
age that I can assure you I appreciated the courtesy. My comrades showed 
comradeship in every sense of the word. I have been received everywhere I 
have gone in the past year by the American Legion, the Spanish War Veterans, 
the Sons of Veterans, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and all the organizations 
of the World War; and it certainly has been a great pleasure to me to go as 
far as my health would permit. 

I want to thank my officers, who have been loyal to me and helped me in 
every sense of the word that they could. I regret to think that I lost two 
members of my staff, Comrade Mowry and Comrade Foster. I was not aware 
of the fact that Comrade Mowry had gone until after he was laid away. But 
I did hear of Comrade Foster in Beverly, and I attended his funeral; he and I 
were old schoolmates, and certainly I would have regretted it very much if I 
had not helped to lay him away. 

I have here several of my staff officers, and it gives me great pleasure at 
this time to present Comrade Miles of Stoughton, who certainly has been very 
kind to me, and how much I have enjoyed going there to their get-together club 
where he is an associate member. He certainly does everything he possibly 
ean for the Grand Army of the Republic, and I appreciate very much the 
comradeship that Comrade Miles has shown to me. I know you will be glad to 
hear a word from him; he is the only surviving member of the Stoughton Post. 

Comrade Charles A. Miles, Post 72, Stoughton: Commander Green, it gives 
me great pleasure to greet you again. As I stand here with you today—I might 
say through some misunderstanding I was delayed but the Good Book says we 
shall rise again—I am here today to tell you that as long as I live Post 72 
will be in existence. ‘When I took charge of the Post three and a half years 
ago there were some bad feelings between the Post and others, and I made up 
my mind that I would bring them together so that they should be united as 
one. I am glad to say that I have, and today we are having a Memorial Hall 
built where everything is going to be put, and it is going to be made available 
so everybody may look at it that wants to. We are short of money, and it 
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will take $1500 more to carry on and fix up the building but we hope to get it 
this summer; if not, we shall have to wait until they do get it. I would like 
ta go to the Convention at Washington but I do not dare leave my wife that 
length of time. She is very feeble. If I should go and she should pass out I 
would never forgive myself for doing it. JI don’t know what more I can say 
to you except that as long as I draw breath I shall come to these Conventions 
if possible. The day may come when I will be, like some of these others, 
unable to come, but, God helping me, I am going to be here. I thank you. 
(Applause. ) 

Commander Green: Comrade Webb, come up here so we can all hear you. 

Past Department Commander Webb: I simply want to say, Commander 
Green, that I have not done my duty by you but the streets of Boston were 
harder than my head and harder than my ability to negotiate them, therefore 
I have been unable to do it. I have been unable to come and report and do 
the duty that a staff officer or comrade has to do that has been through the 
chairs of this organization And I want to say to you boys right here, don’t 
ever one of you come into this Convention or any other convention of the Grand 
Army of the Republic without your uniform if you have one. This is the first 
pine I ever appeared without a uniform, and I am going to ask you to excuse 
me for it. 

Commander Green: Comrade Webb, we were only too glad to see you whether 
you have a uniform on or not. I certainly have been looking for you for the 
last 10 days. I have been trying to find you since the 31st day of March, and 
I could not find you anywhere. 

Past Department Commander Webb: No. One of the first things that hap- 
pened was simply my wife and I have been away, and I especially regret my 
inability to be here. Mrs. Phinney, I will hand my credentials to you for this 
occasion. 

Commander Green: We are glad to see you here, and I know you have made 
aren possible effort to be here, and I certainly hope everything has been done 
or you. 

Past Department Commander Webb: Where is the newly elected Com- 
mander ? 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Right here. 

Past Department Commander Webb: Well, Charlie, you recall I had the 
honor of nominating you for these positions which you got here but I did not 
get here in time, and I congratulate you upon your election. Have you been 
installed yet? 

Commander-Elect Robinson: No, I have not yet. It is tomorrow morning, 
I understand. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: He will be installed tomorrow. 

Past Department Commander Webb: Well, good bye, Charlie. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Good bye, Comrade Webb. 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander, to fill in a little perhaps, 
I would lke to just tell you a story or two, with your permission. I would 
like to tell you something of my experiences while in the service. Of course I 
was there only a short time but I went through the last campaign from Peters- 
burg to Appomattox. At one time I was in a battery, and it was ordered up 
on quite a rocky mound. a sort of look-off where they used to drive up there and 
look off over the country. As we came down to this mound the guns had to 
detour way down and come up on the other side, but by climbing up a pretty 
steep place we could get on top of it, and so we cut that long march out ‘and 
saved marching about half a mile or more. As we were climbing up that mound 
on our hands and knees, it was so soft we had to hold on to anything that was 
solid, and a Frenchman, a mighty good soldier, was climbing up with us. He 
picked up a musket, and they said, “Hold on, Joe, you don’t know anything 
about firing that.” He kept saying, “Oh, me shoot Johnny Reb, me shoot 
Johnny Reb!” “Well, look out for it!” He was whipping it around, and we 
kept out of the way as much as we could. The bayonet was in it and every- 
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thing. They said to him, “Well, Joe, are you going to shoot it?” Well, one of 
the boys cocked it for him, and he says, “Don’t touch the trigger until you are 
ready to shoot.’ He says, “Bring it up to your shoulder and keep it up tight; 
if you don’t, it will knock you over.” Joe kept saying, ‘“Me shoot Johnny Reb, 
me shoot Johnny Reb,” and didn’t pay any attention to what they told him 
and pulled the trigger. Poor Joe went head over heels down to the bottom of 
the mound. Well, we ran down to see if he was still living. It knocked the 
breath out of him. We took him up and after a while got him up on the hill, 
and he said, “You folks had a right to tell me that gun was loaded that end.” 
Poor Joe was taken down to the hospital, and we never saw him again. 

At one of the National Encampments at Des Moines, Iowa, after the meeting 
of the delegates I took a trip around the city with some of the other boys. I 
came up to the State House, which stood upon an eminence, and I noticed a 
big gathering and someone in the center. They had formed a hollow circle 
there, and someone was holding forth, so of course I had the curiosity to go and 
see what was going on, and I saw in the center of the crowd a nice looking 
fellow with a snappy new gray uniform on. He was talking to them, telling 
some story, and I thought perhaps I could get a chance to say something to 
him; so, working my way gradually as I could through the crowd, I got on the 
inner side of the circle, and after he had talked a little while he said, “Yes, sir, 
when I was 17 years old I went with Lee from Petersburg to Appomattox, all 
the way down there.” I said, “That’s my chance,” and I walked up to him 
and said, “You fellows were good fighters, you did all right; but,” I said, “here 
is a 16 year old boy that chased you all the way from Petersburg to Appomat- 
tox, and when you got there you threw up your hands.” Well, you ought to 
have heard the laugh that went up in the crowd. He went away—I don’t know 
where. But that was my own experience in the war. 


The first night I was in camp after leaving Petersburg we crossed at Hatch’s 
Ferry, and we went into camp on a hillside that had been planted to corn the 
previous summer but the stalks had been cut off, and when I arrived at Peters- 
burg in winter quarters I was the only man that was assigned to a certain log 
hut, about 10 o’clock at night. We had a rather rough experience getting out 
there. That was the old lake transport that took 15 days after leaving Gallup’s 
Island in Boston Harbor, up the James River to City Point and then marching 
from there to Petersburg. Well, the minute I stepped inside the door a comrade 
jumped up and grabbed up the frying pan and sliced it full of boiled potatoes 
and salt pork and came and handed it to me. I said, “That is your ration, 
isn’t it?” He said, “You eat it.” 

Well, this fellow seemed to act like a father to me. He took care of me all 
the time, and anything he thought I ought to do he would tell me to do it, 
how to take care of myself and what to eat, and he watched over me. He had 
received a bad wound in the knee so his leg was bent half double, they gave 
him a horse to ride. When we went to camp that evening, about dark, the 
jumped off the horse and came to me, and he said, “You stand right there, 
until I come back and take care of my horge, and I’ll come back in a moment 
and look after you.” I said, “You don’t need to do that. I can take care of 
myself.” He said, “You stand there and don’t you do anything.” Well, in a 
few minutes he came back. “Let me have your knapsack,” he said. All right, 
I handed it to him. “Now your haversack. Take off your shoes.” Well, he 
had taken my rubber blanket, spread it between two rows of corn and then 
took my woolen blanket, spread that on top, then placed my knapsack and 
haversack on top of that. “Now crawl in there,” he said. 

“Well,” I said, “what are you fixing me up this way for? It’s a nice looking 
night.” 

“Why,” he said, “it’s going to rain before morning.” 

“Oh,” I said, “you’re crazy.’ Well, I woke up about 3 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and all that was sticking out of the water was my head. There had come 
down one of those terrible showers that they have in Virginia, and it was 


42 SEVENTIETH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


streaking down between those rows of corn. i jumped up and turned my 
blanket wrongside out. My haversack was all right because he put it so high 
it wasn’t wet, so my grub was all right. But I jumped up and went to this fire 
he had going under a big tree, and I began to hold my blanket up to dry, and 
they began to shout at me and laugh. But I proceeded to wring out blankets. 

That was my first night’s experience in Virginia. I hope I have not tired you 
with my story. (Applause.) 

Comrade Batchelder: Commander, I said something about Gettysburg, and I 
am curious to know how many of these comrades were at the Battle of Gettys- 
burg. Will they raise their hands. 

Commander Green: Those that were at the Battle of Gettysburg, raise their 
hands. 

Department Secretary Phinney: Comrade Page. 

Comrade Batchelder: Only one present. 

Officer of the Day: Commander, I have the honor of introducing to you 
Department Commander Martin Smith of Rhode Island. 

Commander Green: Department Commander, I am glad to welcome you to 
Massachusetts, I am sure. (Applause.) We will be glad to hear a word from 
Commander Smith. 

Department Commander Martin Smith, Rhode Island: Commander and 
comrades, I had the pleasure of going out to Grand Rapids to the National 
Encampment with the delegation from Massachusetts, and we had a very 
pleasant trip out there and back, so that I have become acquainted with some 
of the delegates from Massachusetts. We have in Rhode Island at the present 
time but 26 members living of the Grand Army out of 3,000 which we had in 
the various Posts 35 or 40 years ago, so that it is a comparatively small body 
today. Up to that time, of course, we exercised a good deal of influence in 
Rhode Island; but at the present time, of course, we are all getting old, and 
they do not pay much attention to us politically. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: We will be glad at this time to hear a few words from 
our Commander-Elect, Robinson. Come over here, Commander. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Oh, I don’t need to stand there. You can hear 
me from here. Well, I am not going to talk anything about the Civil "War. 
I went out in the Civil War and was wounded at Kinston, North Carolina, nine 
days before my 17th birthday. What I am going to tell you is the kind of 
winter I had this last winter. I spent it in Florida, so I escaped all the snow 
and ice and cold weather, and I had a wonderful home down there. I am the 
Chaplain in my own Lodge of Elks in the City of Melrose, Massachusetts, and 
when I went to Florida I made my home in St. Petersburg with that great big 
Lodge of Elks there, and what a wonderful time they did give me! They gave 
me a birthday party, and they made me a birthday cake. They said it weighed 
25 pounds, and they put 91 candles on it, and they had them all lit, but ithe 
old man didn’t have breath enough to blow them out. They said there were 
between three and four hundred Elks that came on from all over the State of 
Florida. Some came up from Miami, a lot came from Tampa, a lot came from 
Clearwater, some from Largo and around from different places. They made me 
a present of that cane I have there and a beautiful billfold and marked on. 
the inside: “To the Grand Old Man from Massachusetts.” Now I hope I 
lived up to their expectations. But I certainly did have a wonderful winter. 

Now I am not going to take up your time. I could tell you a lot of things 
but I know you are getting tired, and I have to go to visit one or two organiza- 
tions, and so if the Commander will excuse me I wil! go up to the Hotel Brad- 
ford and do the job that you told me to do to the best of my ability. (Laughter 
and applause.) | 

Senior Vice-Commander-Elect Bronson: Commander, I make the motion that 
we adjourn until tomorrow at 10 o’clock as there seems to be nothing more to 
do. 

Comrade Gay: I second it. 

Commander Green: The motion is made and seconded that we adjourn until 
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10 o’clock tomorrow morning. Are you ready for the question? All those in 
favor will manifest by saying Aye, opposed No, it is a vote, and I so declare it. 
We will adjourn until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning, and I hope all the com- 
rades will be here. 

(End of first day of Seventieth Encampment.) 





SECOND DAY 


FaNEvIL HAL, Boston, Mass., April 15, 1936, 10 a.m. 

Commander Green: Comrades, I now declare the Convention open. There 
is no business to transact as far as | know. We have really got to wait for 
the Greetings Committees to come in. If any comrade has anything to offer we 
will be glad to hear from him. I declare the meeting open to transact any 
business to come before it. 

I want to say that we have quite a little time to spare until we get some 
Greetings Committees here, but I have been given to understand this morning 
that Past Department Commander Gay was up last night until after 2 o’clock, 
and we will be glad to have him give a report of himself. (Laughter.) 

Past Department Commander Gay: Commander Green and comrades: Last 
evening I was over at the Statler, and we had a superb repast, and of course 
they were telling stories of their experiences and so forth, which was very en- 
joyable. I was told that they needed a comrade of the Grand Army of the 
Republic for trooping of the colors over at the Bradford, and I said I would 
be glad to go there and help but I really did not make the agreement. I said, 
“if it was possible.” So I got up twice from the table to leave, and the Presi- 
dent said, “I would like to have you remain for a moment if you will.” So I 
said, “I partly made an agreement to be over at the Bradford but they can 
get along without me because I don’t see Commander Green or Senior Vice- 
Commander Robinson,” and I knew that our Junior Vice-Commander Bronson 
was over there at the Bradford, so I had him placed. I said very evidently 
those two gentlemen were over at the Daughters’, and they would see that 
those colors are put in proper position and the officers in their proper places. 
I was simply told there really were two comrades who officiated, and that the 
colors were all intact. 

I got in there to the ballroom at the Bradford just as they were giving a 
dance. Someone said to me, “Do you dance?” I said, “I am not an expert at 
it but,” I said, “I wouldn’t mind taking one or two whirls at it anyhow.” So 
we danced until 12 o’clock. Well, then the stunts took place, and they were 
very amusing, and I enjoyed myself very much. 

Commander, I thank you. That is my story. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: We have a delegation at the door, and I will appoint 
Comrade Page, Comrade Nickerson, Comrade Boyd, Comrade Miles, Comrade 
Mitchell, and Comrade Byrne as escort. Will you retire and escort the dele- 
gation from the Sons of Veterans to this station. 

(The escort retires.) 

Officer of the Day: Commander, the Commander-in-Chief with Comrade 
Lincoln. 

Commander Green: Admit them. 

Officer of the Day: Do I admit them first? 

Commander Green: Yes. Comrade Bishop, will you escort the Commander- 
in-Chief, and Comrade Gay, will you retire and escort Comrade Lincoln? 

(The escort retires and shortly returns with the Commander-in-Chief and 
Comrade Lincoln.) 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, I have the honor to present 
to you the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, Comrade 
Oley Nelson. 

Commander Green: Commander-in-Chief, we are very glad to welcome you; 
will you please sit here on my right? 
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Comrade Gay: Commander, I have the honor of presenting to you the Past 
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Comrade Lincoln. 

Commander Green: We are very glad to see you, I am sure. 

Officer of the Day, will you ask the escort to enter with the Greetings Com- 
mittee from the Sons of Veterans? 

(The escort presently enters with the delegation from the Sons of Union 
Veterans, who are presented to the Commander.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, I am going to call on the Sons first because 
the Commander-in-Chief is going to stay with us the rest of the morning, and 
we can hear from him later, and I know that the time of the Sons is more or 
less taken up. I am going to call, first, on the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Brother Locke. 

Commander-in-Chief Richard F. Locke, Glenn Ellyn, Hlinois: Department 
Commander, Commander-in-Chief, and comrades, to me this is a most happy 
occasion. This is the first Encampment which it has been my privilege to visit 
while acting as the head of the Sons of Union Veterans, and it is gratifying to 
me that it is in the Department of Massachusetts because my father was a 
Massachusetts soldier, and on the occasion of this visit I again experience that 
thrill of patriotism which always comes to me when I visit the Court of Honor 
in the State House and look upon the regimental flag of the 2d Massachusetts 
Cavalry. It is particularly gratifying to me to visit you on this occasion when 
there is at the head of your organization a man who comes from my own native 
state of Iowa. 

Comrades, we greet you with all the esteem, with all the honor, with all the 
devotion, and with the affection which is due from son to sire. The world 
is beginning to realize more than it has in recent years the debt which the 
nation owes to the Grand Army of the Republic. [ am not going to talk 
politics to you but I am going to delve a little into history, not that I could 
tell you anything of history, but I want to stress to you the fact that this 
nation of ours has had four great constitutional crises. The first came in 
1830-31, when the State of South Carolina, headed by John C. Calhoun, an- 
nounced to the President of the United States, Andrew Jackson, that the State 
of South Carolina was not satisfied with what was going on in the Federal 
Congress, and that they proposed to retire from the Union; and Andrew 
Jackson announced to John C. Calhoun that he would either cut out that sort 
of stuff or he, Jackson, would go down to South Carolina at the head of ‘the 
Federal Army and prevent such action. 

The second great crisis came in 1860-61, and it took your services and the 
services of your comrades and the services of Lincoln and the sacrifice of half 
a million comrades to again save the Constitution. 

The next crisis came in 1867-68, when the Congress of the United States at- 
tempted to usurp the functions of the Executive Department, and that was 
settled and settled right. And the last great crisis is here today, testing whether 
or not the fundamental principles of American government which we received 
at your hands and which you in turn received from the hands of your fathers 
shall continue to endure. Inspired by the memory of your sacrifice, let us hope 
that the present generation will display a devotion as true, as loyal, and as 
faithful to the fundamental principles of Americanism and common sense as 
it did in your times. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: It now gives me very great pleasure to present Past 
Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Kirchgassner. I have always called him “Old 
Pal,” and I am very glad to welcome my old pal today. Comrades, Frank L. 
Kirchgassner, Past Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Kirchgassner: Department Commander, 
Commander-in-Chief, and you my comrades of the Massachusetts Department, 
this is a very happy occasion for me, to come to your gathering bringing the 
greetings of your sons, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and par- 
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ticularly am I glad to have the opportunity of coming to a convention presided 
over by Comrade Green, your Commander, with whom I have travelled many 
miles during the past few years. He has given me a splendid title which stirs 
the heart in calling me his Old Pal. To “pal” around with you men whom I 
have met so many times has been indeed an inspiration, and always has been 
an inspiration to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War to have you in 
our gatherings. I look back a few nights ago, the last day of March, when we 
had 250 Sons of Veterans, and sitting down here in the front row were nine of 
your comrades gracing that occasion. We tried to show to you that we are 
trying to revive our interest in building up an organization that we may carry 
on the work in which you have been engaged, to keep alive the ideals for which 
you have fought, and to always keep before the people of this country the fact 
that you men saved this Union of ours and made it the splendid country it is. 

I am not here to take up your time but simply to bring the greetings of the 
Massachusetts Department of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 
and to remind you that in the past we have held you in memory, and we have 
thought of the future when your ranks were dwindling, and so we built that 
Grand Army Memorial Fund which we have been using as you desired, and we 
hope that it will continue to be used, and if necessary we will raise more that 
you may have the benefit of it. 

I am very happy, Commander Green, my old pal, to come to you today, and 
I just want to leave a little memento with you. This is a product of the firm 
for which I work. In it is the history of the country of which you and your 
comrades have been so large a part, and I hope as you read the pages when 
you retire to your home that you will think of your old pal Frank. I am very 
happy to be here and greet you today. God bless you, Comrade. 

Let me say again the Sons of Union Veterans stand ready, eager and loyal to 
do your bidding. Just ask and we will not be found wanting. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Frank, you don’t need anything of this kind to make me 
think of you. I certainly appreciate it very much, and I thank you for it. 

It now gives me great pleasure to call on the Rev. John E. Berry for a few 
remarks. Comrades, the Rev. Mr. Berry. 

Rev. John E. Berry, Camp 116, South Hanson: Commander Green, Com- 
mander-in-Chief Nelson, and veterans, it gives me great pleasure to come here 
and speak a few words to you and to greet you this forenoon. There is no 
need of my saying anything after the other two honored Sons of Veterans have 
spoken, but I have a little something I wish to say. I can remember when the 
Civil War started. I was not old enough to enter the Army but when father 
entered the Army, enlisting from Maine in Company F, 9th Maine, in the fall 
of 61, I was four years old and perhaps too young to remember when he went. 
Father enlisted leaving a wife and five children, the youngest less than a year 
old. He buried one in the summer before or else he would have gone sooner. 
He served honorably, was discharged on account of disability, and was blind for 
over 20 years on account of Army service. I stayed at home as long as he 
lived, so I know something by seeing what these veterans, the Grand Army of 
the Republic have passed through, and I want to say a word in regard to what 
we owe the Grand Army of the Republic. 

I have been thinking over the very remarkable progress that this nation has 
made since 1861, a remarkable progress along all lines, and one of the greatest 
factors in that progress is the Grand Army of the Republic—in political life, 
in social life, in economic life, and in all that makes up the life of this great 
nation. We would honor those who have gone on, and we would honor those 
who are still with us. You are an incentive to the Sons of Union Veterans and 
to all the citizens of this nation to maintain the integrity of our nation. I feel 
as though our nation is in grave peril on account of the evils that are in it, on 
account of the tendency to belittle the Constitution, on account of the tendency 
to promote ideas which are contrary to this great Republic and nation of ours. 
And so I feel that the Sons of Veterans and all others who are citizens should 
stand together to carry out the principles and do the werk which these veterans 
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are passing on to us. And so as a representative of the Sons of Veterans of 
Massachusetts I bring to you the greetings of that body, and I want to pledge 
to you our cooperation and our assistance in helping you and in maintaining the 
integrity of this great nation of ours. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: We certainly appreciate your kind words. I now want 
to call on Mr. Parker B. Chandler, Camp 115, Duxbury. Comrades, it gives 
me great pleasure to present Brother Chandler of Duxbury. 

Mr. Parker B. Chandler, Camp 115, Duxbury: Commander, Commander-in- 
Chief, Comrades, my Commander-in-Chief, and our distinguished guests, this 
is my first experience on the Greetings Committee to. the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and I assure you that I feel very highly honored in receiving this 
appointment. When our good Department Commander said to me a few weeks 
ago, “Brother Chandler, what position do you want or what committee do you 
want at the Encampment,” I said, “I don’t want any.” He said, “Well, you are 
going to have one. I want you on the Greetings Committee. Now I am going 
to give you your choice of which organization you want to visit.” I told him 
if I had my choice, by all means I wanted to come to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and I am here. - 

Standing as I am in the Cradle of Liberty, it certainly is a great inspiration 
to anyone, especially in a gathering of this kind which defended that liberty so 
many years ago. Seventy-five years ago today, on the 15th of April, 1861, 
Abraham Lincoln issued his call for 75,000 troops. You know that probably 
better than I but it may not be fresh in your minds that it was 75 years ago 
today. Seventy-one years ago yesterday, Abraham Lincoln was assassinated, on 
ale 14th of April, 1865 in Ford Theatre in Washington. So you see those two 

days, the 14th and the 15th of April, should be and are consecrated. 

It is certainly wonderful that you boys—I am going to call you boys because 
I know you are always going to be boys—should have your Encampment in so 
inspiring a place as this. I am very glad to see as many as there are out. I 
only hope there were thousands more but of course you know that cannot be. 
I was very happy when your Greetings Committee visited our Encampment 
yesterday, and I saw the comrade who rose to his feet and said he was the 
last survivor of the Grand Army of the Republic in his Town. That is a sad 
thing. We have just buried the last survivor of the Wiliam Wadsworth Post 
in Duxbury. He lay in bed for the last five years, and I visited him frequently, 
and every time I called on him he said, “Parker,’—he called me by my first 
name—‘Parker,” he said, “this visit has done me more good than all the doctors 
in the United States,’ and he certainly appreciated all we did for him and 
held the Post together with one member. For the last four or five years he 
was the only survivor, and we laid him away with full military honors, with 
Taps and the bugle and firing squad and so forth. It was a very sad occasion 
in the history of the Town of Duxbury. 

Now it is up to us boys, the Sons of Union Veterans, to carry on this great 
work that you so nobly began and carried on so many years and had so well 
established, and if we don’t I do not know what will happen. We hear all 
kinds of things about the condition of the country and the elements that are 
getting in, trying to destroy the Constitution and so forth. But I am optimistic. 
I think there is many loyal men in the United States today to see tha that 
thing does not take place. 

Now, comrades, I am not going to tire you any longer but I will again repeat 
that I am very glad to have the honor, something that I shall remember as 
long as I live, of standing on this platform with these wonderful comrades of 
the Grand Army of the Republic—the Grand Army of the Republic that 
marched beneath one Flag. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Now we will be very glad to hear from George F. Brady, 
Camp 81, Chelsea. 

Mr. George F. Brady, Camp 81, Chelsea: Department Commander, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, seventy-five years ago, in 1861, many of you men who are now 
alive and those who have gone to the Great Beyond, went forth to defend that 
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Flag and this Government of ours and gave us that slogan that is up there on 
that picture, “Liberty and Union, Now and Forever.’ You men who now 
survive left us the three cardinal principles upon which this order and upon 
which this nation have lived since you men went forward in ’61—Fraternity, 
Charity, Loyalty—fraternity among the brothers, the comrades, among the 
people of the nation in which you live; charity to help one another in need 
and distress; and loyalty in standing shoulder to shoulder as boys and as men 
to men under the Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man. And as com- 
rades and as friends and brothers you have left to us, those of you who now 
survive and who are attempting to carry on, this nation under the Constitu- 
tion and these United States of America. 

Yes, in that Flag that red signifies the blood which you and your comrades 
shed upon the battlefield, not for Communism nor for rebellion. And that white 
is the emblem of purity, peace, charity; and that blue, like the blue vault of 
heaven, says to each and every one of the boys who wore the Union Blue that 
you stand shoulder to shoulder as you have for 75 years for this Government 
of ours, these United States of America, which you have left to us as a price- 
less heritage. And as the son of one whose father went forth in ’61, who served 
in. the tortures of Belle Isle, Libby, and Andersonville Prisons, whose father 
served through that period of time and gave to this nation the ultimate sacri- 
fice, I say to you with all the strength that I possess that so long as God gives 
me the lifeblood to stand and defend that Flag I will give everything in my 
power to preserve unto life that which you men here have left to us, a united 
America. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say now that it affords me a great deal of 
pleasure to call on another Son of a,Veteran whom I personally know and have 
received many kindnesses from, and that is Brother Skehan. I want to say that 
Brother Skehan is our official flag bearer at our National Encampments, and 
we certainly always enjoy him very much, and I am sure that I owe a lot of 
kindnesses to him. He has taken care of me when my good Brother Frank was 
not able to be with me, and Jim has always looked out for me. It is with! 
pleasure that I present Brother Skehan to the comrades. 

Official Color Bearer James P. Skehan, Canton: Commander, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, my own National Commander-in- 
Chief, Brother Locke, Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
brothers and sisters of my own organization, you have heard the remarks of 
Commander Green. I do not think I have done half as much for Commander 
Green as I have done for many comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
not because I did not want to but because I did not always have the oppor- 
tunity. I have always felt honored by being a servant, if you want to put it 
that way, of the Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Massachusetts, 
to be at their call at any time, day or night, or to do what I am asked to do. 
I think that is one of the honors that I will always carry in my heart. I shall 
never forget it. I was unfortunate to lose my father when I was seven years 
old, but before that time I always had the privilege on Memorial Day of walk- 
ing by his side from the time I was four years old up to seven. Later on I 
became a member of Camp 67 of Abington, where we had a large Post, and 
if I live to the 20th of October I shall have been a member of the Sons of 
Veterans for 50 years. (Applause.) I still offer my services and always shall. 

I have had great pleasure in carrying your Flag in front of this great band 
of Massachusetts men of the Grand Army. It has been a wonderful inspiration. 
I can’t help but look at the pictures we have had taken from place to place— 
there is always someone taking a big picture or a small one, and I have them 
from Denver, Des Moines, Milwaukee, Grand Rapids three times, Portland, 
Maine, and our own Convention here in Boston, and I would like to see any- 
body try to buy them. 

Well, comrades, I do not want to take your time. I know that often times 
people say, “Well, I wish James Skehan would sit down. He can’t talk.” I 
am just going to leave this with you, that I am standing here today and saying 
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to you as I have so often in the past that if at any time there is anything you 
want me to do, call on me. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I know you mean that, and I thank you for your offer. 

Now I want to say that I appreciate very much the coming of the Sons of 
Veterans here this morning and leaving these kind words with us. We certainly, 
I do especially, realize what the Sons of Veterans mean to the Grand Army of 
the Republic. I have been around with them many times, and I certainly have 
enjoyed going with them, and I still enjoy it, and I hope I live a few years 
more to accompany the Sons of Veterans wherever they go. Frank I know 
will be only too glad to take me any time I can go. And I thank you for coming 
here this morning and leaving your kind words with us. I hope to see you 
again. 

Will the same committee escort the Sons out? 

(The delegation from the Sons of Union Veterans retires under escort, all 
present rising.) 

Commander Green: I now have the pleasure of welcoming to the platform 
Miss Elizabeth Kirchgassner from Betsy Ross Tent 31, Daughters of Union 
Veterans. 

Miss Elizabeth Kirchgassner: Comrade Green, our Department Commander, 
the National Commander-in-Chief, and comrades, I am just going to take a 
couple of minutes of your time to say to this comrade here, whom I have known 
for 30 years, that the members of Betsy Ross Tent do love him and wish him 
to accept a little token of their esteem, and to promise you all, comrades, that 
we will continue on to the last. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Miss Kirchgassner, please convey my thanks to Betsy 
Ross Tent and tell them I still love them® and I hope we shall be able to get 
together for some years to come; and I thank you so much for the privilege of 
having Miss Kirchgassner here, who was the first President of Betsy Ross Tent 
when I was commander of Boston Post 200, and we went along together very 
smoothly, and I hope we shall for the rest of our lives. Thank you very much 
indeed. 

Will Comrade Byrne escort Miss Kirchgassner from the hall, please? 

(Miss Kirchgassner retires from the hall under escort, all rising.) 

Commander Green: Will Comrades Page, Boyd, and Biddle escort the Sons 
of Veterans’ Auxiliary to the platform? 

(The delegation from the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans is escorted 
to the platform and presented to the Commander.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, it gives me great pleasure to introduce Mrs, 
Elizabeth Carpenter, one of the members of the Sons’ Auxiliary. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Carpenter, Past Department Councilor: Commander Green, 
distinguished guests and members of your Encampment, I want to assure you 
that I am in the place of what they call in baseball a “pinch hitter” this morn- 
ing. The chairman of the Greetings Committee was unable to come, and so 
I was appointed by our Department President, Sister Carr, to come in her 
place. I am very happy to have the privilege of being here, and I am {also 
very happy to have the honor conferred upon me as Chairman of the G. A. R. 
Delegate Fund of last year. I visited the National Encampment in company 
with our Department President, Sister Carr, and what a time we had! We 
located 13 Massachusetts comrades at the National Encampment and were able 
to present to each of those 13 comrades a gift of a brand new ten-dollar bill. 
We were very happy in performing this duty, and this morning I am happy to 
have the pleasure of presenting to Commander Green this gift as a token from 
our Department President, “Little Mary,” to extend to you personal greetings, 
and to wish for you a most successful Encampment. At this time I would like 
to bring to you the greetings of Post 43 of Marlboro. We have just one mem- 
ber left. We had two until last Friday. I wish to extend to you my own per- 
sonal greetings as Chairman of the G. A. R. Delegates Fund. I thank you. 
(Applause.) 
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Commander Green: I certainly want to thank you very kindly for this gift, 
and I want you to convey my best wishes to Mrs. Carr, whom I have learned 
to love very much. I was very much pleased myself last year at Grand Rapids 
when Mrs. Carr came around with a ten-dollar bill and wanted to give it to 
me. I did not think I should take it because I was the Department Commander 
at the time, and we had never received a gift of that kind previous to that, 
that is, the officers; but the comrades themselves had been given the gift, and 
it seemed they changed their idea pertaining to it, and they gave $10 to all 
the comrades present from Massachusetts, and I can assure your members of 
our sincere blessing, and I certainly thank you very much, and I hope we shall 
see you again. 

Mrs. Carpenter: When I was appointed Chairman of this Fund I sent out a 
circular letter to one aide from each Auxiliary. We have eighty auxiliaries in 
the State, and therefore a G. A. R. aide was appointed from each auxiliary, and 
in my capacity as Chairman of that Fund I sent a circular letter to each of 
those aides. Not being satisfied with the response, in the week of July 4 I 
sent out an SOS call to the aides that I had not heard from, and what a 
See rae We certainly were very happy to be able to collect the amount that 
we did. 

Commander Green: That is very nice, and I am sure all the boys appreciate 
it. 

It gives me great pleasure and honor to present one whom I know very well. 
I do not have to look at this card to see what the name is. I have known Mrs. 
Stoddard in connection with Grand Army affairs for many years, also as a 
member of the Court pertaining to my Lodge in Jamaica Plain. It gives me 
great pleasure at this time to present Mrs. Stoddard. 

Mrs. Annie M. Stoddard, Auxiliary 51: Commander Green, distinguished 
guests, and friends, it is a great honor and pleasure for me to be here and to 
bring the greetings from the Auxiliary’s forty-eighth encampment, and I hope 
you will have a very pleasant Encampment, and also for the incoming officers 
and Commander I wish a most successful year. I thank vou. 

Commander Green: It gives me great pleasure to present Mrs. Haven. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Haven, Past President, Auxiliary 79: Comrade Green, De- 
partment Commander, distinguished guests, comrades and friends, it was with 
great pleasure that I received an appointment on this committee to come here 
today to visit my father’s comrades. I am a member of the Tent in Melrose, 
which I am very proud to say, and I want to bring you my personal greetings. 
I know that you have had a splendid Encampment, and I know that in a short 
time your Encampment will be over for this year. But I have a picture here 
which “Little Mary” has sent to you to be hung in the Grand Army Head- 
quarters. It is a very lovely picture, and we know that each time that you 
journey to the Headquarters you and the rest of the comrades will enjoy seeing 
this picture hung there, and on behalf of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union 
Veterans please accept it with our heartfelt admiration. 

Commander Green: Thank you very much indeed. This is very kind of you, 
and I wish you would convey my thanks to both “Little Mary,” as we call 
her, and tell her we would appreciate this picture very much more if it had 
been a picture of “Little Mary.” 

Mrs. Haven: I just want to say a word to my comrade from my home town, 
Comrade Robinson. I congratulate you, Comrade Robinson, on your election 
as Department Commander, and I know that you are going to have just a 
splendid year. We are with you every minute. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Thank you. 

Commander Green: Now the same committee will escort these ladies out. 
I know their time is precious, the same as all the rest, and there are other 
committees coming. We are very glad to see you again, ladies. 

(The delegation from the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans retires 
under escort from the hall.) 

Commander Green: J understand we have two delegations here, one from 


50 SEVENTIETH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


the Woman’s Relief Corps and one from the Ladies of the G. A. R. I wonder 
if the Ladies of the G. A. R. will be willing to give way ‘to the Woman’s Relief 
Corps, as I understand Mrs. Wheeler has to broadcast at 12 o’clock. I see the 
time is limited, and if the Ladies will be willing to give way, we will be glad to 
receive the Woman’s Relief Corps first in order to give them that privilege. 

Mrs. Eva Phillips: Very glad to. 

Commander Green: I thank you. However, if there is no further objection, 
we have the Department President from the Auxiliary to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, and if the Woman’s Relief Corps will be willing to give way, I 
will ask Comrade Miles to escort the Department President to the platform. 

Mrs. Bessie Mizner, Department President, Veterans of Foreign Wars’ 
Auxiliary: Comrade Green, National Commander-in-Chief, and comrades—I 
call you comrades. It is indeed an honor and a privilege to be here this morn- 
ing and bring to you the greetings and very best wishes of the State Department 
Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars. I have had the great honor 
of visiting your Encampment for a good many years, and I have always left 
with a feeling of inspiration to carry on; and we, the members of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and its Ladies’ Auxiliary, have tried in our small way to carry 
on your work that you have started, that is, to instil patriotism into the hearts 
of the children of our land. One of the biggest programs of Americanization 
is this May Day patriotic rally which we have held every year on old historic 
Boston Common, and I sincerely hope that God may grant that you will be 
well enougth to visit with us that afternoon. 

In behalf of the Department, Comrade Green, may I present to you this 
little gift, with all their love and good wishes that we have always held for you 
and your organization. And for the new Commander, Comrade Robinson, we 
want to wish for you a most happy and harmonious year, and God grant that 
you may have good health to carry on the wonderful work of your organization. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Thank you very much. 

Mrs. Mizner: I thank you for the privilege of coming here. » 

Commander Green: I thank you very much for this gift, whatever it may be, 
and you may convey to your organization my best wishes and hope for them 
everything that is good, and also for your dear self. 

Mrs. Mizner: Thank you. It is a pleasure to be here, I assure you. 

(Mrs. Mizner retires under escort.) 

Commander Green: Comrade Wormstead, Comrade Nickerson, Comrade 
Bronson, and Comrade Mitchell, will you escort the delegation from the 
Woman’s Relief Corps to the platform? 

(The designated comrades escort the delegation from the Woman’s Relief 
Corps to the platform, all present rising.) 

Commander Green: Comrades. it affords me great pleasure to present to you 
the National President of the Woman’s Relief Corps, Mrs. Jennie Love, who 
will say a few words. 

Mrs. Jennie Love, National President: Commander Green, my Commander-in- 
Chief, and all these distinguished Grand Army men, brothers of my father, be- 
cause I, too. am a daughter of a veteran, I bring vou greetings of the National 
Woman’s Relief Corps, the Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic; and 
I also bring you greetings from the Blue Grass State of Kentucky, where I 
know vears ago in the City of Louisville you held your Encampment. They 
think a lot of the Grand Army down there. as well as they do of the United 
Veterans of the Confederacy; but we think that you men in blue are dearer than 
anything that we know of, and I hope that you will be spared to enjoy vour 
new Commander, and to live slowly and sweetly the remainder of your lives, 
in memory of the heroic things that you have done and the sweet memories as 
well as the sad memories of your days of 761-65, because no matter how sad 
they are or how hard they were, you do have the memory of knowing that you 
saved our country for what it is today. We all know that the young men 
coming on have been inspired by your patriotism and your love to defend their 
country as well as you. 
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I want to express to you the regret of the Department President of Massa- 
chusetts. I know she feels badly this morning, because I belonged to the De- 
partment of Massachusetts only 12 years ago, and I love each and every mem- 
ber of this Department, but Mrs. Wheeler has a broadcast away out in 
Brookline, and she would not have made that engagement only she thought if 
she were here at 11 she would have plenty of time to get away. The broadcast 
went on the air at an exact hour, at noon time, and she asked me to give to 
you a little gift from the Department of Massachusetts, Woman’s Relief Corps 
in memory of her close association this last year with you in her work for your 
Auxiliary. 

Now, Commander, may I as National President of the Relief Corps just pin 
this yellow flower of membership in our national organization on you to wear 
just a little while today? 

Commander Green: I thank you. It is very nice of you and I appreciate 
it very much. 

Mrs. Love: I enjoy traveling with your Commander-in-Chief, and we are 
going to have many more pleasant travels together, and I know that you are 
going to pray for him just the same as you have for your Commander this past 
year. 

Commander Green: On behalf of the Massachusetts Department I thank you 
for this gift, whatever it may be, and I know it will be appreciated by all the 
comrades. 

It now affords me great pleasure and honor to present one whom I have 
known for some little time, and I have no doubt that not a few of the comrades 
personally know her, too. It is Mrs. Green, my own dear wife. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Isabel Green: Commander Green, National Commander-in-Chief, and 
comrades all, I am sure this is a great pleasure for me to come here this morn- 
ing. I know that our good President of the Relief Corps has done this just 
because she thought it would please the Commander and also please me. I can 
assure you that I am not a speech maker, and I know your time is short and 
you have a lot of business to transact this morning, so that I am just going to 
leave my very best wishes and to tell you that I am so happy that the Com- 
mander is going out of office instead cf going in. (Laughter.) He ate his best 
breakfast this morning that I have seen him do for months, and I know he is 
very happy that you are taking the work off his shoulders and putting it on 
the shoulders of our dear comrade here, Comrade Robinson, and I am sure I 
wish for you just as happy and pleasant a year as Commander Green has had. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: I thank you. 

Mrs. Green: Thank you, Commander. 

Commander Green: Thank you for your fine address! (Laughter.) 

Now, comrades, it affords me great pleasure to present Mrs. Emma Purcell, 
Past President, Corps 28. 

Mrs. Emma Purcell: Commander, all I can say is that I wish for you a very 
happy Convention, and I hope that the new Commander will have as happy 
an administration as I know you have had. 

Commander Green: I thank you very much. Now we have another lady from 
whom we will be glad to hear. Comrades, it gives me great pleasure to present 
Mrs. Aldena Howes, Department Instituting and Installing Officer. 

Mrs. Aldena Howes: Commander and comrades, I consider it a great honor to 
be put on this committee to come and bring the greetings of the Woman’s 
Relief Corps to the Grand Army of the Republic. I have been here before so 
that I do not feel quite so strange, perhaps, and I consider it a great privilege 
to be escorted in by one of the comrades of my own Post, Chaplain Mitchell. 
And, Commander, I wish for you a very happy Convention; and I wish for 
Commander Bronson of Corps 104, or rather I should say Post 144, with which 
our Corps is very closely connected,—I wish for him this coming year a very 
happy and successful year. And I wish for each and every one of you that is 
here today that you may meet here with great happiness and pleasure and 
have just as pleasant a Convention a year from today as you have today. I 
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bring to you our personal greetings and the greetings of the Department Presi- 
dent, together with her report. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Thank you very much. I will now ask the committee 
who escorted these ladies in if they will attend to that same duty, with the 
exception that Mrs. Green is going to remain with us. 

(The delegation retires under escort, all present standing.) 

(The report presented by the Woman’s Relief Corps is as follows: 


“REPORT OF DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT TO DEPARTMENT COMMANDER, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
Boston, April 15, 1936. 


Mr. GEORGE W. GREEN, Commander, Department of Massachusetts Grand 
Army of the Republic: 


Dear Sir: 
“T herewith submit to you the following report: 

Number of members January 1, 1936 . ; 5; 7,405 
Number of Corps January 1, 1936. : ) 143 
Expended from Department Special Funds 
Department Relief Fund ... . $761.00 
Emergency Fund : 4 ; : : : ; 549.41 
Southern Memorial Fund . é 2 s : : : ; , 130.00 
Gov. John A. Andrew Home . ; : : : " 190.25 
Special Fund, Thanksgiving and Christmas ; ‘ ? 291.35 
Dormitory, Transferred to Relief : ; . : : 112.14 
Patriotic Fund . : : : : : ; 4 : 40.96 
National Army Nurse F und A ‘ : ; : : : ; 27.00 
Four small Funds : : i : : f : : : 33.65 
Amount ¢ on Hand in Department Funds 
Relief. ; : ; : : : ; : . : 679.66 
Emergency . ; ; : : : : : 491.19 
Southern Memorial ; ; F é ; ; ; . : : 87.00 
Patriotic Fund : d , : ; : ’ : ; : 210.94 
New Headquarters Fund. 4 : : fi : : ; 174.80 
Special Fund : : : : : : : : é - 580.90 
Spanish War Fund ; ain : : : : ; 25.00 
Four small Funds . : A : : . : ; : : 26.42 
General Fund ; , ‘ : : : : : : i 236.91 

Total ; ; 2 : : j , . . $2,512.82 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L. 
(Signed) AMANDA WHEELER, Department President.”) 


Commander Green: I will ask the same committee to escort the Greetings 
Committee from the Ladies of the G. A. R. 

(The comrades retire and presently reappear, escorting the delegation from 
the Ladies of the G. A. R. to the platform, all present rising.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, it gives me great pleasure to present Mrs. 
Eva Phillips, Past Department President, who will say a few words to us. 

Mrs. Eva Phillips, Past Department. President: Department Commander 
Green, Commander-in-Chief, distinguished guests, and all my comrades, I have 
come to you this morning from the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
bringing to you the personal love of our Department President, and to our 
Department Comrade Green I bring to you this little token of our love and 
esteem. I know that you are tired and have a long program to go through, 
and I want my National President to speak to you, therefore I am not going to 
say any more, Thank you, 
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Commander Green: You will convey to the Ladies of the G. A. R. my kindest 
regards and thanks for this little gift, whatever it may be, and tell them that 
I regret very much IJ have not been able to see them as yet but I hope to before 
the day is over. 


It now gives me great pleasure to present to you the National President of 
the Ladies of the G. A. R., Miss Wynnye Williamson, of Parkersburg, West 
Virginia. 

Miss Wynnye Williamson, National President: Department Commander, 
National Commander-in-Chief, and newly elected Commander, I salute you. 
It is a very great pleasure and privilege to come to this historic hall, and I do 
not want to dwell on that because you folks made as much history as the 
people made who gave it to you, but I do want to bring the greetings of the 
National Ladies of the G. A. R. to the members of the Department of Massa- 
chusetts, and at the same time I want to bring to you the greetings of West 
Virginia. I am Secretary of the Grand Army in West Virginia, and I would like 
to tell you of my experiences this morning. I know what you are going through 
with, I know how you feel about it, I know how our boys feel, and I do ‘not 
believe you boys are any different from any in the rest of the Union. 


I am very glad to be here, and I am so happy to see so many of you here, 
and I know next year there will be just the same old crowd as I see here now. 
This is a memorable day in my life, and I certainly do wish you health and 
happiness. 


I want to congratulate you, Comrade Robinson. 
Commander-Elect Robinson: Thank you. 
Miss Williamson: And, National Commander-in-Chief, I am going to see you 


in Washington, and I hope your health will stand the program for the rest of 
the month. 


Commander Green: Comrades, it gives me great honor and pleasure to pre- 
sent to you Mrs. Theo Redfern, National Registrar, of Auburn, Rhode Island. 


Mrs. Theo Redfern, National Registrar: Department Commander and com- 
rades of the Grand Army of the Republic, you know I come to see you every 
year and have for a long time, and so I am not really a stranger to you, but I 
was told when I left Rhode Island that I was to bring the greetings from the 
Rhode Island Grand Army to the Massachusetts Grand Army boys, and I want 
to add to that my own love and greetings to you all, and I am coming back to 
see you next year just the same. Thank you. 


Commander Green: I will ask the committee to escort these ladies from the 
hall. 


(The delegation is escorted from the hall.) 

Officer of the Day, are there any other Greetings Committees? 

Officer of the Day: There are none. 

Commander Green: Comrade Bishop, will you read that communication? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Comrades, here is a communication that 
I think will interest you very much. 

“Dr. George W. Gale of General Hinks Post 95 of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, Saugus, Mass., was ninety-nine years of age Febru- 
ary 3, 1936. 

“He says he will not be able to be at the Annual Department En- 
campment this week, but wishes me to bring to you his hearty 
greetings. 

“With my two hands grasping his hands we recalled anew, not only 
our personal interest, but also our sincere love for the Grand Army of 
the Republic and its allied organizations. . 

H. G. Butler, 
One of the Sons of Union Veterans formerly of Saugus, Mass.” 
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Commander Green: I want to say to the comrades present, especially to our 
Commander-in-Chief, we have just had a comrade come in from Southbridge 
who will be 100 years old next August. I refer to Comrade King, and we will 
be very glad, if Comrade King 1s able to come to the platform, to have him. 

(Comrade King is escorted to the platform, all present rising and ap- 
plauding.) 

Comrade King, I am glad to see you again. I was afraid I was not going 
to see you. 

Comrade King: Comrade, I have been around to the Relief Corps, and that 
is the reason. 

Commander Green: Comrade King, this is our Commander-in-Chief, Com- 
rade Nelson. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: I am glad to see you, Comrade. 

(Comrade King is given a seat on the platform.) 

Officer of the Day: Commander, we have a delegation at the outpost from 
the Daughters of Union Veterans. 

Commander Green: I will ask the comrades in served on the Committee of 
Escort to the Ladies of the G. A. R. to escort the Daughters of Union Veterans 
in. I refer to Comrades Page, Bishop, Boyd, Gay, Bronson, and Nickerson. 
Will you kindly retire to the anteroom and escort the delegation in. 

(The escort retires and presently reappears, escorting the delegation to the 
platform.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you 
Miss Agnes McCoy, Past National President of the Daughters of Union Vet- 
erans ot the Civil War. 

Miss Agnes McCoy, Past National President: Commander Green, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Commander-Elect, and comrades, my Department President 
has asked me to come to you with the greetings from your Daughters. Of 
course it is true that we have come to you many years when your hall has been 
more filled than it is today, but even if the hall is not quite so full of members 
there certainly is the same spirit and the same inspiration, perhaps even more 
so because there are so few of you now who are carrying on this great work 
which you have carried on so many, many years. We do not want as Daugh- 
ters to take one bit from the work that you have done so nobly and so long, 
but you have always been our inspiration, and your memory always will be, and 
we just want you to know that we are ever ready, not to take one bit of your 
work, as I said before, but just to ease your burden a little. We look forward 
to the coming Convention because then throughout that whole Convention we 
have your inspiration with us. We know that you give us your blessing. So 
we as Daughters today have come to you, now that your Convention is clos- 
ing, and hope that whatever we bring to you will be a solace and a joy to you — 
as you leave your Convention. We want you to remember that even if you do 
not see us in presence before you, every one of our Daughters is just waiting for 
& request or a command from any one of you to do some little thing for you. 
It is one of our greatest joys, and I just want you to remember that you have 
our blessing, our good will, and everything that a daughter could give to a 
father. 

Commander Green, from our Department President I bring you this little 
gift. I know that she has enjoyed being with you, and she wants you just to 
keep this little memento of the many pleasant times you have had together. 

Commander Green: I thank you very much, Miss McCoy, and will you con- 
vey to the Department President my sincere thanks and tell her I shall do as 
she wishes. I have certainly had many pleasant times together with her, and 
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I also hope for my successor that he may have the same pleasant times with 
the incoming President of the Daughters of Veterans. I know very well he will. 

Now it gives me great pleasure to present to you the National President of 
the Daughters of Union Veterans, who I know will be glad to say a few words to 
you, Mrs. Agnes Upell Boyce. 

Mrs. Agnes Upell Boyce, National President: Department Commander, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and all these good comrades of the Department of Massa- 
chusetts, I come to you this morning with great love from more than 50,000 of 
your Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, to bring to you their love, 
their greetings and good wishes for a happy time for this Encampment and the 
many Encampments which we hope you will have the privilege of attending in 
the future. We know that in the past ycur love for your Encampment has not 
been any greater than it is at the present time, and as the years go on you will 
be even more happy and look forward with greater anticipation to meeting with 
your comrades in these Encampments. 

It is always a source of great edification to me when I see one comrade meet- 
ing with another. There is something about this meeting of comrades with each 
other that I am sure nobody else in these whole United States can ever 
share. They can never equal what you men mean to each other; and I am sure 
that your service to us can never be equalled by any other group, no matter how 
loyal they are, no matter what they do for this country. Your saving of the 
Flag and the bringing together of this nation for future prosperity will live on. 

We feel sure that the spirit which you have given to us to carry on will be 
an incentive for us to pass on to future posterity the love, the confidence, the 
wonderful things that you have done for us, what you have meant to this coun- 
try; and we want the comrades to feel sure that every Daughter, whether we 
can be at your side at all times or not, is ever ready to obey your command. 
The loving word and the true word will be in the heart of every Daughter. 

I wish for you, Commander Green, future years as enjoyable and happy as I 
know this last one has been to you. And I wish for the Commander-Elect just 
the same kind of splendid year, and for each comrade whether you are serving as 
an officer or not, just a hearty, happy time together. And I hope that we will all 
meet in Washington in September, where you will receive again, Comrades, the 
love and esteem and hearty cooperation of all the Daughters of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War in our good old United States. 

Commander Green: I want to thank you, Mrs. Boyce, for this great honor 
you have done to my comrades and to me. 

Mrs. Boyce: The honor is all mine in being allowed to come here, comrades. 
It is one of the greatest pleasures and privileges. 

Commander Green: Now it gives me great pleasure to present Miss Eunice 
H. Pattee, Past Department President. 

Miss Eunice H. Pattee, Past Department President: Commander Green, Com- 
mander-in-Chief and comrades, this is an honor and a privilege and a very great 
pleasure to come here this morning and once again greet you and wish for you 
all the best that can come to you. As a loyal Daughter I could not do other- 
wise, and I am happy to have this privilege. And now I can only say, in addi- 
tion, may God bless you, each and every one, and ever have you in His holy 
keeping. 

Commander Green: It now gives me great pleasure to introduce a speaker 
whose name will cause me no hesitation because I really know it, because she 
and I, when I was Senior Vice Department Commander, travelled around quite 
a little together. I present to you Past Department President, Mrs. May G. 
Blanchard. 

Mrs. May G. Blanchard, Past Department President: Department Com- 
mander, Commander-in-Chief, and all of our beloved comrades of this Depart- 
ment, during the two or three days of this Convention we get many thrills, but 
the greatest thrill of this Convention came to me as I entered this hall, a mem- 
ber of the Greetings Committee from the Massachusetts Department, Daugh- 
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ters of Union Veterans, bringing the greetings and trying to express to you in 
my feeble way the love that the Daughters of this Department have for you, our 
fathers, and to tell you that we have loved you, and we are going to keep on 
loving you. You will always be our inspiration. I was so pleased I could have 
as escort my own Commander of last year, George A. Gay. With us in our 
Headquarters we have had him perhaps more than we have had of any of the 
comrades. He was always so courteous, so ready and so willing, and he called 
us “daughters,’’ which of course pleased us very much. 

It is now my privilege to present to Comrade Bishop this little token from 
the Massachusetts Department, and the love of every Daughter of that Depart- 
ment goes with this gift, Comrade Bishop. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Will you extend to your Department my 
thanks for this gift, and I appreciate the fact of their remembering me moie 
than any value this gift may have. 

Mrs. Blanchard: I understand that, Comrade Bishop. It is not the value 
of the gift. It is the thought behind the gift that is of value. Several of the 
girls spoke to me when I left the hotel and said, ‘““May, will you give them my 
love,’ and I am very happy to stand here and convey from all the Daughteis 
their love to all the comrades. 

Commander Green: It now affords me great pleasure to have the honor and 
opportunity of presenting the Patriotic Instructor, Mrs. Helen G. Savery. 

Mrs. Helen G. Savery, Department Patriotic Instructor: Commander Green, 
Commander-in-Chief, distinguished guests, and comrades all, I am very happy 
to have the privilege of coming to your Convention today, and all I would say 
is so many things have been said that 36 seems to be a lucky number. Your 
National Secretary of the Grand Army of the Republic, Past National Presi- 
dent, Sister Katherine R. A. Flood, the mother ot Tent 36; the Secretary to 
your Massachusetts Department, your Secretary, and Past Department Presi- 
dent, Sister Helen A. Phinney, is a member of Tent 36; and I have the privilege 
of being Secretary to the John A. Andrew Post, No. 15, of Boston, and I am a 
member of Tent 36. And in the year 1936 I have the pleasure of presenting to 
you in the name of the Massachusetts Department Daughters of Union Vet- 
erans of the Civil War, this gift, and with it the love and best wishes for a 
happy Convention from every member of my Department. 

Commander Green: I want to thank you very much. I think I was in good 
luck in being Department Commander in 1936, as everything seems to be run- 
ning that way; and I thank you very much, and I want you to convey to the 
Daughters of Massachusetts Department my best wishes for a very successful 
and pleasant Convention and a very prosperous year. I certainly do wish for 
the Daughters of Veterans everything that is good, and they know my feeling 
towards them. As I have said, I do like all organizations connected with the 
Grand Army of the Republic, but, the Daughters seem to come a little nearer. 
They are our own comrades’ daughters as well as our own, and we certainly ap- 
preciate everything they are doing for the Grand Army today, and I know they 
are doing just the best they can to help out the Grand Army. As I say, we 
realize that, and we certainly thank them very much for it. Convey to the 
Daughters my best thanks for their gift. 

Mrs. Savery: I certainly will, commander. 


Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: The Daughters of Veterans not only have 
given us their greetings but also have given us a check for $200 for the Depart- 
ment. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Now I want to say that I have a lady here whom I un- 
derstand our good Commander-Elect knows very well. I think she comes from 
Melrose, and I will be very glad to have Commander-Elect Robinson come for- 
ward and introduce this lady. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Comrades, I have known this woman ever since 
she was a little girl. Her father was-my quartermaster for years and years in 
our Post, one of the finest men that I ever knew, and I have the honor and the 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 57 


privilege of presenting and introducing to you Miss Nellie C. Dempsey of 
Melrose. 

Miss Nellie C. Dempsey, Past President Tent 37: Department Commander 
Green, Commander-in-Chief Nelson, distinguished guests, and dear comrades of 
the Grand Army, I consider I have the greatest privilege that I will ever have 
of coming to see you and speaking to you, the dear comrades of the Grand, 
Army of the Republic, the noblest, grandest, and bravest soldiers that the world 
has ever seen. I am so glad to bring the greetings and love of our Department, 
Daughters of Union Veterans of Massachusetts. We shall always try to spread 
your history, the noblest history that any organization could ever have, and so 
make the world better by your noble sacrifices and your lofty ideals. 

Now especially I can’t express my pleasure and I don’t know what to say to 
Commander-Elect Robinson, but with all the people in Melrose this Commander 
is really considered one of the first citizens of our Town, and I wish you all could 
see the children and know how much they love him. I wish to thank all of you 
dear comrades that have been so kind as to elect him your Department Com- 
mander, and I wish that you might know how happily all the children greet 
him; in fact, he has always been called “Grampy” in our Town. 

Commander Green: I want to say to you that we certainly appreciate your 
coming here this morning and saying the kind words that they have to all the 
comrades present. I know they all appreciate it just as I do, and I want you 
to take back to your Convention our love and esteem to the Daughters of Vet- 
erans, and tell them as long as we are here we are going to appreciate them 
just the same no matter how long we stay. I am awfully glad to see you, and, 
as I say, I do not want to hurry you but we have our Commander-in-Chief 
present here for some little time, and we have been waiting to hear from him 
but have heard first, ali these committees that have come this morning. I think 
we have a conveyance to take us up to the Hotel Westminster which is to arrive 
within an hour, and so for that reason we are limited for time. I am going to 
ask the same committee if they will escort the Daughters of Veterans to the out- 
post. I thank you all very much indeed for coming here. 

(The delegation retire under escort, all present rising.) 

Commander Green: J want to say, comrades, that there is a large bus down- 
stairs that holds 29 people, and after the installation it will take you up to the 
Hotel Westminster where the banquet is to be served. So you should all realize 
the fact that you are going to have a conveyance to take you up there. Don’t 
aay ay make an attempt to go, but wait for the conveyance provided at the 

oor. 

Have you anything further to say, Comrade Bishop? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: I have here a communication that I think 
will interest you: 

“Comrade Daniel Longstreet, of Providence, Rhode Island, 89 years 
old, bedridden, wishes to be remembered to the Encampment.” 
I am quite sure you will appreciate that. 

Commander Green: We have been delayed somewhat this morning and have 
not heard as yet from our Commander-in-Chief. It certainly gives me great 
pleasure at this particular time to present to the comrades of this Department 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, Comrade Nelson. 
(Applause, all rising.) 

Comrade Nelson, excuse me for breaking in on you at this time but there is 
one thing I would like to ask you, and that is to tell us about our Convention in 
September. 

Commander-in-Chief Oley Nelson, Slater, Iowa: Present Commander of the 
Department of Massachusetts, Commander-Elect, comrades in Convention, 
these microphones bother me a lot because I am not used to them, and further- 
more wherever I speak my voice has a peculiar carrying power and can be heard 
under the remotest trees where boys and girls are parking, so that I have been 
used to talking without the use of a megaphone. 

When I walked up the steps here this morning into this hall, a feeling came 
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over me, the same feeling as when I walked into that home in Springfield, Illi- 
nois, which Abraham Lincoln left with his family to become President of the 
United States. The echo in this building, this painted picture, the pictures of 
the great men that have gone beyond, and the many Conventions that have 
been held in this hall so overwhelm us that we would pretty nearly sink down 
on our knees and say, “Amen.” I have been told, as my eyesight is very short, 
that this painting up there is Webster’s reply to Hayne in the Senate of the 
United States, and I as a man that carried the gun and filled the ranks after my 
father had died in the Army carrying a gun, that I should live to see the day 
when I should stand in Faneuil Hall, the Cradle of Liberty, to say a few words 
to the comrades that are mustering out, right and left, in every State of the 
Union, is an honor I never hoped to receive. 

I have been asked by your outgoing Commander to say something 
about the coming Convention in Washington, D. C. Last January, I met 
with the committees, both the legislative and executive committees that 
run, you might say, the City of Washington and take care of their 
financial interests and more or less general conventions. It was a question in 
regard to the appropriation by Congress. I had understood it from my ac- 
quaintance with the convention in general, and it was the understanding of our 
general committee, that the money was to be expended by us and under our 
supervision and wherever we thought it should be expended; but the commis- 
sioners of Washington, who are appointed by the President of the United States, 
the legislative and executive bodies, thought otherwise. So you see I came from 
lowa, having attended National Encampments from time to time, I bumped 
up against something but tried to convince this august body that we should be 
the governing body for the expenditure of the money on the parade and the 
printing and the little tokens that we put on, etc., etc., for all our auxiliaries 
and ourselves. They did not just see it that way. They thought that they 
were the governing body, which no doubt they were in influence, and asserted 
that the expenditure of whatever money was. to be appropriated could not be 
made without their consent and approval. 

I then, as Commander-in-Chief, had the privilege of corresponding with these 
men after I got home, and they notified me—or, in other words, I suggested to 
them that I would call again when I was going on the eastern trip of this itiner- 
ary. They notified me to come, and we had a very, very congenial meeting 
with this august body and with the legislative and appropriation body and with 
the men in general in Congress whom I met, and I think it is now a fact that 
the joint convention of the comrades and allied organizations is going to be a 
most successful Convention. This is probably a surprise to you because it has 
been rumored around here and there that Washington was not favorable for the 
Grand Army to come and give them the glad hand of welcome. I want to dispel 
that feeling. And when I called on the President of the United States with my 
committee, in January, he had just had his birthday party, and on the desk 
there in front of him were all these little toy trains and little things like that 
which had been brought to the President. When I shook hands with the Presi- 
dent he looked in my face and held my hand, and a battery of photographers, 
five or six, were on their knees holding their cameras up to shoot. I was sur- 
prised and pleased that I could have the honor of shaking hands with the Presi- 
dent of the United States, regardless of party feelings or anything, as a common 
soldier shouldering a gun and filling the ranks when my father fell by the way- 
side. It was a great honor to me. 

And my good Secretary, Katherine R. A. Flood, a girl from this community 
and from this neighborhood, with her efficiency and with her technique and 
knowledge, and I as a legislative man from Iowa knowing the rules and regula- 
tions of legislative bodies, I am often surprised with the advice that she has 
given me from time to time, and I told her as we worked out the coming pro- 
gram she must go with me, and she promised and she has been here and you 
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have seen her. She is a Daughter, Past President of the Daughters of Union 
Veterans. 

I do not know how I shall express my feeling at being a guest here. I feel 
highly honored to think that I could stand in this hall in your presence in the 
fading days of our lives, when we look back in memory, and our physical bodies 
are not as we would like—but that I should stand here in this hall, the Cradle 
of Liberty! Close by here is King’s Chapel. Many years ago I visited in your 
city and went into that chapel, and in what you call the organ room, when I 
took hold of this cross, it was explained to me in a little pamphlet that it came 
from England, and there were periodicals on the table spread there so I could 
help myself, and I stepped out of that chapel and there were the little markers 
marking the graves of the men that were sleeping in that silent city of the dead 
so many years ago. 

When these feelings come to me, Commander, sometimes I get overcome, 
though I am not a stranger to public gatherings and not a stranger to speaking 
before an august body. I am today highly honored in Boston by the comrades 
of your State of Massachusetts and the adjoining States. I want to say to you 
that it is my prayer that the good God will give you strength and health to 
carry on my little work, and may we all meet together as comrades in the City 
of Washington for the Seventieth Anniversary of the Grand Army. 

I will now proceed with the installation. Please understand that I do not use 
any formality in installing. That I discarded years ago. I use an ordinary form 
that I have just made for myself, and the installation will not be formal but it 
will be just as effective, and the boys will accept it. I say they will perform 
the duties they are elected to to the best of their ability. If you are ready to 
be installed, I would appoint as the Officer of the Day Comrade Lincoln. 
Everything is ready if you are ready to be installed. 

Commander Green: Commander-in-Chief, I want to thank you for the infor- 
mation we have obtained from you. It is very nice of you, and we appreciate 
everything you have said. We appreciate your coming here to install the offi- 
cers of this Department today. You are going to have the prayers of every 
comrade for your continuance in good health to carry on your term of office. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: Thank you. 

Commander Green: I hope you will see many, many good days. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: Thank you, Comrade. 

Commander Green: Now we are all ready for the installation of officers. 
Comrade Lincoln is going to take charge. We will be glad to have him. 

Comrade Lincoln: Comrade Robinson, Comrade Bronson, Comrade Stoddard, 
Comrade Nickerson, Comrade Bishop, Comrade Wormstead, Comrade Dodge, 
Comrade Staples, Comrade Biddle, and Comrade Miles. (Each comrade as 
called comes to the platform.) Commander, the parade is formed. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: Now, gentlemen, you who have been selected 
to become the officers of the Grand Army of this State, I commend you to that 
Divine Providence that has guided you boys since you were infants until this 
day. You served your country well. You are the remnants of that Grand 
Army, and the Grand Army of your State has selected you to follow out the 
ritualistic work as officers. And now if you will hold up your right hands and 
repeat after me, stating your own name: 

“I (name) do solemnly promise and affirm that I will duly perform 
the duties that I have been elected to to the best of my ability, so 
help me God.” 

God bless you all and thank you. 

Now, Commander Robinson, I present you with this gavel, and will you come 
forward, take your place and call them to order. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: The meeting will come to order. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: Thank you, boys. It is all informal. And may 
God’s richest blessings be with you all. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Comrades, this is one of the happiest days that 
I have ever had in my life. To be installed in this historic building and on the 
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same platform where we have had such men as the gallant Webster, Charles 
Sumner, Henry Wilson, and all such great men as that, who have spoken from 
this platform, and me, just an ordinary citizen, to be installed in the high office 
of Department Commander of the State of Massachusetts is one of the proud- 
est days in my life. I want to assure you, comrades, that I will work with you, 
yes, the best service that is possible for me to give. I shall need all your coop- 
eration, and I shall need your assistance, because gentlemen, while my mind re- 
mains clear my body is feeble, and therefore it will be impossible for me to go 
everywhere that I want to go. But I will tell you this, I will go everywhere it 
is possible for me to go; and I thank you ever so much for electing me to this 
high office as Department Commander of the State of Massachusetts. I thank 
you again. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I am only too willing to pass the gavel over to you. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: You and I have been friends. We have 
travelled so many miles together; we have been in so many Encampments to- 
gether; we have always roomed together in the same room, and George is just 
like a brother to me; and so, George, I am going to rely on you a good deal. 

Commander Green: Anything I can do to help you during your administra- 
tion I am only too pleased to do. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Thank you ever so much. 

Comrade Lincoln: Charlie, you might turn around and thank me for starting 
you. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Oh, bless you. This is the man that started 
me on my career as an officer of this Department. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: Then, I would like to have a word to say if you 
will give me the floor. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Oh, surely, I will give you the whole building! 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: I have had such a pleasant visit in your State 
mostly because I have had such a splendid escort. The only thing is that he 
says, “Let’s be on time, and we go—and that is Comrade Lincoln. He consented 
to perform a little duty today, and he has done it well. When the comrades 
who were elected took the platform, he set them up in line, and in very few 
places where I install, places on my little itinerary, do they perform that duty 
right. They do not know where to put them. They are falling by the wayside. 

I want to say to you, Comrade Lincoln, you have escorted me today, you have 
looked after my wants, and you have done everything to make it agreeable for 
me. Yesterday we had a pleasant ride going here and there, not exactly sight- 
seeing, but seeing the city in general, and for that reason I want to thank him 
as an officer and as a man that has taken care of me on this itinerary when, 
really, I needed some assistance in coming in and going out of these large hotels. 
I get turned around here and there and finally I don’t know where I am. But 
I haven’t missed a meal, and I am going to eat a meal today, and I understand 
there will be the same kind of program this evening—I don’t know what it is— 
a display of flags, as I understand. Is that correct? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: That is correct. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: And they say it is very beautiful, and I want to 
be present at that. If they will give me 15 minutes’ time, I will tell the story 
of how mother and J made a flag in honor of my father, how I cut the stars, a 
5 pointed star instead of 6, and we sewed them on that, you might say, impro- 
vised flag but it served its purpose. I will try to tell that story tonight, and 
that will be the last that I will stay in your city and take up any of your time. 
And I want to thank you all for this honor. I feel that God Almighty is going 
to give me many more years because I was here. God bless you all, and may we 
meet together in Washington in September. (Applause.) 

Comrade Lincoln: Commander, I want to say something that he did not tell 
you. He visited yesterday afternoon with me, and during our progress told the 
story about how he made that flag, and I asked him to repeat that story this 
evening. Then we have trooping of the colors at the Hotel Statler. Just as 
many of you as can be there I would like to have you there for I think that 
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story will be interesting to you, as it was to me. I heard it yesterday, and I 
will be mighty glad to hear it again today, and that is why I suggested that he 
repeat it, a very fitting and appropriate place, at the Statler this evening. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say that the time has arrived for us to take 
the bus to go to the Hotel Westminster. Up there we will have a chance to talk 
all we wish because we will have the whole afternoon. So I will now declare this 
meeting adjourned. 

(Adjourned at 12.52 p.m., when the comrades were transported in a bus to 
the Hotel Westminster to attend the Annual’ Department Banquet.) 


UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 


The Annual Banquet was served at the Hotel Westminster on Wednesday, 
April 15, 1936, at 1.30 pm. About 30 of the comrades attended. Divine bless- 
ing was invoked by Chaplain J. 8. Mitchell. 

At the conclusion of the banquet the gathering was called to order by Com- 
mander Green. 

Commander Green: I want to say, comrades and guests, that Senator Holmes 
is obliged to go away at this time. I will be very glad to hear a word from him 
before he goes. Will you kindly give your attention to Senator Holmes. 

Senator Newland H. Holmes: Communder and comrades, I do not like to 
break in to your luncheon in this way but I know that you all appreciate the 
fact because you are all good soldiers, and I am just trying to carry on in my 
own way, and I have got to be in session by 2 o’clock. I would love very much 
to be with you here the rest of the afternoon but, as I said, you know how it is, 
and I have got to run away, and with the very best of wishes I will now retire, 
and I thank you kindly for the great honor you have conferred upon me in in- 
viting me as one of your guests here today. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say to the guests present, and to the comrades 
also, that we have with us Comrade King of Post 168. He will be 100 years old 
in August, and I thought I would like to present him to the company present. 

(Applause, all rising.) 

_ Invited guests and comrades, this is my last duty as Commander of the De- 

partment of Massachusetts. I regret very much that his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts is not able to be with us today, but he has sent us a 
very worthy representative, one who is not only representative of the Governor, 
but a comrade of the Spanish War—Commissioner Richard R. Flynn, of Boston, 
whom I am very glad to introduce. (Applause.) 

Commissioner Richard R. Flynn: Comrade Commander, Comrade Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Commander Eveleth of the Spanish-American War Veterans, 
Commander Walsh of the American Legion, and Comrades, and my very dear 
Grand Army buddy, Comrade Bishop (applause)—I did not realize there was 

such an honor coming to me this morning because I made up my mind I was 
- going to attend here because of an invitaticn extended to me by Comrade 
Bishop. At half past 12 the Governor sent his Secretary to my office to have 
me tell you how much he regretted his inability to be present to greet you. 
The Governor, as you know, is an extremely busy man. This happens to be the 
Council day. He has just returned from Washington. He has had several dele- 
gations at his office this morning in regard to strikes, and outside of all those 
matters the Governor has a very easy time. (Laughter.) But what is his loss 
is my gain. I know of no man in public life, and I have been in it for some 
time, who has a higher regard for the Veterans of the Grand Army than Gov- 
ernor Curley. In his service as Congressman, as Mayor of Boston and as Gov- 
ernor, he has done everything possible for the Veterans of the Civil War and, 
I 4s sure, the veterans of other wars in addition, and the widows of your com- 
rades. 

It has been my happy privilege for a good many years to be associated with 
you in relief matters. I have known the history of this organization intimately 
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for 40 years, and it is one of the great gifts of my life to know the friendship 
and comradeship of the Grand Army. If I were asked what your greatest gift 
to American life was or is, I would say this. Your greatest conquest, comrades 
of the Grand Army, was not in the engagements of the Civil War but engage- 
ments after you received your honorable discharge from the service—your going 
into the schools and halls of education and teaching the youth what your service 
means to that Flag—the honor and glory of that service and its accomplish- 
ments, in my opinion, constitute your greatest conquest, and in addition to that 
the love and respect of the men and women of this country. 

Today, I am happy because I am sitting beside your Commander-in-Chief 
with the added distinction of being a Veteran of the Spanish War and the son 
of a veteran who was killed in action in ’61-'65. That is a glorious heritage. In 
my talk with the Commander-in-Chief we got discussing matters for the good 
of the order, and naturally I am proud of what we are doing in this Common- 
wealth for veterans of all wars and their dependents. He requested me to send — 
him a copy of the laws of this State, which I am going to do when I return to 
my office this afternoon. We have been alive to our responsibilities in this 
Commonwealth for the care of veterans and their dependents to a very high 
degree. There is no other State in the Union which can boast of higher accom- 
plishments and an appreciation of the service rendered by the veterans of all 
our wars. 

It has been my happy privilege and honor for 22 years to be Commissioner 
of State Aid and Pensions in this State, and I am happy indeed to be able to 
say to you gentlemen that it has been the greatest conquest of my life, my work 
in your behalf and in your interest, and the expressions of appreciation that 
come to me from the comrades of the Grand Army and their wives and widows. 
And let me leave this thought with you this afternoon, that if I can serve you 
further or better I shall be glad to do so. There are many of your comrades 
that positively hesitate to do certain things in the way of pensions and relief. 
Well, now, do me the comradely honor of discussing your problems with me. 

And let me address one remark to Commander Robinson. You and I have 
been friends for a good many years. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Yes, indeed. 

Commissioner Flynn: Place some of your burden on my shoulders. Let me 
take some of it off of you. So far as helping the comrades and the wives and 
widows of the Grand Army men, let me have them, with Comrade Bishop as 
your assistant. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Thank you. 

Commissioner Flynn: And I want to leave this thought with you also. I have 
not talked with the Governor since the last Convention, but today he said, 
“Give my regards to that wonderful comrade of the Grand Army—I think his 
name is Mr. Robinson—who spoke those beautiful lines to me last year when I 
visited their convention.” I bring you those words from the Governor. 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. J am very proud of the privilege of being 
here. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Comrades and guests, I have the pleasure now of telling 
the same thing about the Mayor that I did about the Governor. I regret very 
much that his Honor the Mayor cannot be with us today, but he has also sent a 
representative, Charles H. Carey, Commissioner of Soldiers’ Relief, Boston. 

Commissioner Charles H. Carey: Commander, invited guests, comrades and 
ladies, his Honor the Mayor could not be at this meeting today. It was just a 
short time ago that the Mayor called me in and told me that it would be im- 
possible for him to get here and asked me if I would come up and say a word 
to the Grand Army of the Republic. I said, “Well, that is a distinet honor.” 
He said, “Yes, I know it, and that is an honor that I would enjoy myself today, 
but I am going to send you and delegate you to represent me there.” As the 
Commissioner of State Aid has said, he is always willing to help and to do every- 
thing in his power for the wives and orphans of the veterans. 

Now the Soldiers’ Relief Commissioner of Boston is my job, to take care of 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 63 


the widows and the orphans of these veterans, and I think we are doing a very 
good job because we do not hear any criticism now, only words of praise for 
the work that is being done. We have advanced the Department a great deal, 
and we are now putting all women and children of veterans under what is now 
called mother’s aid. We make a budget for them so that they can have a good 
living. 

I think it is a great honor to stand here today addressing the Grand Army. 
It brings to my mind many years ago—for today is my birthday, I am 70 years 
old today (applause)—but, as I say, I am not a young fellow, and I can remem- 
ber in the 80’s I was a member of the State Militia, and it was always our 
proud privilege to be an escort to the Grand Army every time they paraded. 
I had that-honor for about five years in the National Guard, or we called it the 
State Militia at that time. We always marched with full ranks, and it was a 
great honor for us to act as escort to the Grand Army of the Republic. I be- 
longed in East Boston originally, where the Hooker Post was, and I can remem- 
ber that the Hooker Post was one of the largest in the State at one time, and 
looking back at that Post I could see how gradually it was losing its members 
until there was but one member left, and I was looking around to see if I could 
see him. That was Joseph Rossiter of East Boston. I think he is the only one 
left in Hooker Post. But this meeting today brings back memories to me that 
are very pleasant, and I am sure it is a great honor that has been conferred 
upon me by sending me here as a representative of the Mayor. I have the 
honor of being a Spanish War Veteran, and I want to thank you and wish you 
many happy years. If there is anything I can do in City Hall that can be of 
aid to any veteran, I am there at any time, Mr. Toastmaster, to do everything 
possible. So I want to thank you again. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Now it affords me great pleasure, and I know it does 
everybody else in this room, to call on our Commander-in-Chief, Commander 
of the Civil War Veterans all over the country, and it gives me pleasure at this 
time to present to you Comrade Oley Nelson, Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. (Applause, all rising.) 

Commander-in-Chief Oley Nelson: May I call you Toastmaster?—and dear 
distinguished guests, members of the Spanish-American War, and my very good 
comrades and sisters, I am not just exactly a newcomer in the business of speak- 
ing on an occasion like this, but I am somewhat perplexed in my mind on how 
to make it short and make it effective so that you will remember that you met 
me here at this little dinner hour. Sitting here as I did today, visiting your En- 
campment, I thought back to 1925, when I was delegated by the Scandinavians 
of the United States to make an address and provide an Honor Guard for the 
President of the United States, Mr. Coolidge, when he should visit St. Paul, 
where there were 25,000 Scandinavians gathered for the purpose of commemo- 
rating the landing of Scandinavians and their settlement in Northern New York. 
I as a private in the Civil War, actively engaged in Iowa in many ways, in legis- 
lative work and in the building of little towns in the State, going into commer- 
cial pursuits and suffering the disgrace of being a banker—it is now practically 
a disgrace to think I was connected with a bank in Iowa (laughter)—I lost my 
money and my friends’ money—well, I recruited 25 men of Scandinavian birth 
that had been in the Civil War, 25 men that had been in the Spanish-American 
War, and 25 men that had been in the World War. I told these recruits to be in 
their uniforms. I had the honor then to be the personal guardian of the wel- 
fare of President and Mrs. Coolidge. 

I remember that day very well on the fair grounds up there in St. Paul where 
there were 25,000 people gathered who with open ranks allowed the President 
and Mrs. Coolidge to pass through. There were representative men there from 
Canada and Europe, representative men from the State of Minnesota and other 
States. They stood there in silence as we walked up to the platform. The 
President had a personal guard, and I looked after Mrs. Coolidge, and she was 
very serious. I extended my hand of felicitation, welcoming her to Minnesota 
and to this Scandinavian anniversary in remembrance of the settlement made 
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100 years ago permanently in Northern New York. The President was pale. 
He was really what I call not embarrassed but he felt the responsibility and the 
weight of what had passed along for 100 years in America, because the Euro- 
pean immigration to America, the settlement of the Middle States and the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, made America what it was at that time. I took him by the 
hand and escorted him up to the platform and the loud speaker, and I really 
felt the responsibility practically of reading what he had thought out in the 
way of felicitation and congratulation to this august body. He commenced to 
read or expound, and when he was through there was silence in that great body 
of 25,000 Scandinavians and their friends. He backed out, his guard took him 
down off the platform and marched out to his special car, and he waved to us 
good bye. And today, when I stood there in Faneuil Hall, thinking of what had 
happened there 200 years ago and what had been happening along the lines of 
the developments of Faneuil Hall in your city, I trembled, and I thought of 
what I should say to the comrades here, that preserved the Union from this 
dismemberment. I presume that I had probably the same feeling that President 
Coolidge had. What could I say to the comrades in blue that enlisted to main- 
tain the Union when they were under 21 years of age from the different States 
in the Union—that I as a soldier boy and the son of a veteran, that had no 
commission, only a private carrying a gun, that I should have the distinction 
of being Commander-in-Chief of the remnant of that Army that Grant, Sher- 
man, and Sheridan commanded, and our great Chieftain, Abraham Lincoln. 

Men, though we are past the youthfulness of mind and courage, though we 
are passing beyond the allotted time that the Good Book tells us to live, and 
we are getting now into our childhood thinking maybe—I am only 91 and will 
be 92 years before I call you to order in Washington, D. C., at our Seventieth 
Anniversary. Tonight, I understand they are going to have some kind of dis- 
play of flags—I am not going into the flag proposition here, but they want me 
to reminisce about how mother and I made a flag from the very simple cloth 
that we had in the log cabin to put on a pole where mother and I beckoned to 
father for the last time, never to come back to that log cabin. 

I am very grateful to you and to the Grand Army members and to the World 
War boys, especially when I think of Murphy and the Governor of Iowa who 
came in their car to my little town that I had built nearly 60 years ago, and 
they said, “Now, Nelson, we are going to take you on a little trip.” 

“Well,” I said, “what is it?” 

“We are going to have a great reception for the National Commander of the 
World War boys, Murphy.” 

“You don’t mean to take-me, do you?” I said. 

They said, “Yes,” and they drove me. I thought I would not be able to stand 
the ride because it was over 125 miles from my little place but I accepted; and 
the great Governor of Iowa, who is a Democrat, appointed me on his staff. He 
made me Lieutenant-Colonel of the staff, and they printed my picture in 
the —— What is the name of the Legion paper? 

Commander Walsh: American Legion Montbly. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: They printed my picture in the American Le- 
gion Monthly shaking hands with the Commander-in-Chief of the American 
Legion. 

Tio not know whom I shall thank for this honor but I certainly want ‘to 
thank you all on behalf of the Grand Army and its remnant in the United 
States of America. When you honor me you honor the remnant of that Grand 
Army. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Comrades, next in order is Walter Eveleth, of Malden, 
Department Junior Vice-Commander of the Spanish War Veterans. We will 
be glad to hear a word from the Spanish War Veterans. (Applause.) 

Department Junior Vice-Commander Walter Eveleth: Comrade, Department 
Commander Green, Commander-in-Chief, other distinguished guests, and com- 
rades and sisters, it is with great pleasure that I am permitted to come here 
and to present to you the greetings and best wishes of the Department of Mas- 
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sachusetts, United Spanish War Veterans. The Spanish War Veterans we think 
are closer to the Grand Army than any other group of citizens in this country 
for these reasons alone. We are indebted to the Civil War veterans for all our 
lessons in patriotism and service to our country. Then again all the leaders in 
the Spanish War were members of your organization, taking down from Shafter 
in Cuba to Miles in Porto Rico, and over in the Philippines there were Otis, 
MacArthur, Lawton, and Merritt. All those Generals were leaders in our war, 
and every one of them was a member of your organization. Even in the days 
of Admiral Dewey, Sampson and Schley were all active members of your organi- 
zation. So you can see how I feel and why we think as soldiers we are indebted 
to you. 

To be allowed to come here today in your presence is to me a great honor. 
In our organization a lot of people will say, “Oh, why do you want to bother 
with all that work? What do you get out of it?” Today pays me for thé 
greater part of the work that I have to do, the privilege of coming here and 
being permitted to break bread and sitting down with the heroes of a war so 
far past. In my family life our greatest love was for an aged person. At our 
home we had an old grandmother there for many years, and she lived with us 
like a queen. No one could do too much for her. And I want to say the same 
in the presence of the Grand Army. Why, I remember when I was a boy over 
in the back streets here when the National Encampment paraded here in Bos- 
ton. I was there when it started, and I was still there when the last man went 
by, never changing position. My father wanted to go home with me but I 
never left. 

Comrades, I want to tell you honestly and truly that I enjoy here today the 
inspiration which I receive from being in your presence, and again let me thank 
you for the privilege of being here and breaking bread with you. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say that I rejoice in the opportunity of pre- 
senting our next speaker, a man of whom I think very highly. I have known 
him a long time, and I do not know of anybody that has shown any more com- 
radeship than this gentleman I am about to introduce to you. ’ Comrades, 
Commander Walsh of the American Legion. (Applause.) 

Commander Richard Walsh: Commander Green, Commander-in-Chief Nelson, 
distinguished guests, and you, my comrades of the Grand Army and your ladies 
who are here with you today, I want at the outset to thank Commander Green 
for his kind introduction and say that it has always been a privilege, I can 
assure you, to have Commander Green attending our meetings as I have gone 
about our State this past year, because it has always been an inspiration to me, 
and I am sure it is to the rest of my comrades of the American Legion, to have 
any of the members of the Grand Army present at our meetings, because, as the 
representative of his Excellency the Governor, and our good mutual friend, 
Commissioner Flynn, has said—and I quite heartily agree with him—aside from 
the great piece of work that you did back in those war stricken days, I think 
it has been well said that down through the years you have left a stamp upon 
the generations of our country that can never be eradicated. And I am sure 
you have left all the other veteran organizations who are going to follow, we 
hope, in some small degree in your footsteps, a fine heritage to live up to. 

I know that it is a personal honor that I am able to come here today. I had 
the distinction last year of representing the then Commander of the American 
Legion as his representative, and when I received Comrade Bishop’s invitation 
to come to this banquet today, there was no question in mind, if God permitted 
me the health at this time, but that I would be here to break bread with you. 
And I am very happy to have the opportunity of personally congratulating 
Commander Green upon the fine service he has rendered during the year past, 
as I have had many opportunities to observe, and to congratulate and extend’ 
the best wishes of our Department of the American Legion to your new Com- 
mander, who is no stranger to us, Commander Robinson, and to pledge to him 
our wholehearted support in this present year to come. These are no empty 
words, Commander Robinson. I really want you to call upon us at any time 
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for the type of work you think we can do for you. If you have anything you — 
want looked after—I know you have a most efficient Secretary and an active 
and energetic Adjutant; but if there is anything that the American Legion can 
do for you, no matter how trivial you may think it is, we would consider it a 
great honor and privilege to serve. And I want to congratulate you and wish 
for the members of the Grand Army, many of whom are not here today but 
are at: home, God speed and health and happiness in the years to come. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Green: I think at this time we have a letter to be read by the 
Assistant Adjutant-General. We will be glad to hear this letter. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop. (Reading.) 

“Dear Mr. Bishop: 

“T received your very kind invitation to attend the Annual Luncheon of the 
Grand Army on April 15th, and have held off my reply hoping that I might be 
able to attend the function. However, I find that I am unable to make changes 
in my plans and therefore, it is necessary for me to reluctantly say that I will 
be unable to be with you. 

“T am a very great admirer of your organization and of the magnificent deeds 
which you all performed during the Civil War. In fact, in the studies of the 
Regular Army and problems, it is always necessary to study similar battles 
fought during 1860-1865. In fact, the Headquarters of the 26th Division, is 
now engaged in a problem having to do with the crossing of the Potomac in 
the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry. To prepare myself for this problem, I am now 
studying campaigns of ’62 and ’63, and I am this morning looking up the salient 
points of the River Crossing affected by the Armies of the Potomac at the Battle 
of North Anna River. 

“With kind personal regards and hoping to be with you in coming years, I 
am, 

Sincerely, 
Ki. S. Linthicum, 
Major, Medical Corps, U. 8. Army.” 


“Lakeland, Fla., Mar. 30, 1936. 

“Frederick H. Bishop, A. A. G., 
Boston, Mass. 
Dear Comrade: 

“Your favor of the 27th reached me this morning, and I am very sorry to 
have to advise you that we will have to remain here until the 3d of May. 

“T hope you will all have a pleasant time, which I know you will, and I 
thank you for kindly remembrance. 


“Fraternally in F., C. and L., 
Edwin J. Foster, 


Past Commander-in-Chief, G. A. R.” 

(Applause.) 

Commander Green: I regret very much to think that Comrade Foster could 
not be with us. And now I am going to call upon Brother Cross, the Hon. Fred 
W. Cross, our Military Archivist, for a few remarks. 

Hon. Fred W. Cross: National Commander, Department Commander, and 
friends—I will not try to enumerate all the distinguished people here because 
you all have a distinction of your own if we do not know all about them—it is 
always more than a pleasure to come here and talk to the Grand Army for a 
short time, and I think you are standing up pretty well under the barrage from 
year to year. 

Something has been said about the officers of Civil War days who served 
during the Spanish War, and General Miles’ name has been mentioned. It 
happened that General Miles’ old home was up in my country, and I used to 
meet the old General every once in a while and chat with him about matters 
that pertained to his service in years gone by. He told me of one little incident 
which may interest you. You will remember that when things got kind of 
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ragged down in front of San Diego, General Miles was sent for and came down 
and took charge of affairs and finally negotiated for the surrender of San Diego. 
Among the Corps Commanders was Joe Wheeler, an ex-Confederate officer, by 
the way, whom you all know of and perhaps some of you have met. After it 
became a fact that the Spaniards were going to surrender San Diego, General 
Miles said that he told Wheeler that he would appoint him as one of the officers 
to arrange the details of the surrender because, he said, ‘““Wheeler, you know 
you have had experience in surrendering.” (Laughter.) General Miles was a 
very wonderful soldier considering that he went into the Army without any 
early military training to amount to anything and rose to the highest command 
in the United States Army. Only a few hours ago I was talking with a barber 
who said he used to shave General Miles. You remember the General had a 
scar on his throat where he was wounded at Fredericksburg and the barber said 
that when he shaved him the first time he gave him a little cut there, and Miles 
said, “Look out! I got that scar at Fredericksburg and the barbers have been 
making it larger ever since.” (Laughter.) 

It is really interesting to come here and just look over your faces, and it is 
a pleasure to see so many who I know had honorable service. You all had 
honorable service but some had rather extraordinary service. I can see one 
gentleman sitting before me who served in the 54th Massachusetts and was 
wounded at Fort Donaldson. I see another who was with Sheridan at Win- 
chester, Virginia, and looking around I can see other veterans who were at 
Petersburg. 

This day is an interesting anniversary, the 15th of April. I wish I had here 
and could show you three telegrams which I have bound in a book in my office 
in the State House, one from Simon Cameron, Secretary of War, one from 
Henry Wilson, Senator from Massachusetts, and one from Lorenzo Thomas, the 
Adjutant-General of the Army, calling upon our Governor for troops to leave 
Massachusetts for the seat of war. ‘Those telegrams were received here in 
Massachusetts just 75 years ago this very afternoon, and some of you remember 
that hustle and bustle that took place that night, and 75 years ago tomorrow 
morning three companies from Marblehead, the first one Company C, com- 
manded by Captain Knott V. Martin, arrived in Boston where the North 
Station now is and marched to Faneuil Hall and there grounded arms in that 
historic old edifice. Comrade Wormstead, at my right, remembers Knott V. 
Martin very well and that particular time. The next day after, the 17th, that old 
regiment was off to Washington. It was one of those cases where Massachusetts 
Militia was always ready, ready for any call to serve. 

That readiness was largely due at that time to the fact that very early in 
Governor Andrew’s administration, on the 16th of January, 1861, he had di- 
rected the Adjutant-General to issue an order to all of the company commanders 
throughout the State that thev should make a careful canvass of their companies 
and find out if there were any men in those companies who because of family 
and personal reasons or any other reasons could not respond at once to any 
call that was made upon them by the Commander-in-Chief upon requisition 
from the President of the United States, and all of the men who were encum- 
bered in any way should be discharged and their places should be filled in the 
Militia by men who were ready to respond to any emergency. It was that 
action, probably, that found the Massachusetts Militia in 1861 in better shape 
to meet an emergency than it would have otherwise. 

We know that in 1898 and in 1918 the Massachusetts Militia was ready, and 
I believe I am right in saving that the 26th Division, which included two regi- 
ments from Massachusetts, was the first National Guard Division to step foot 
on the soil of France. 


All of these things make us proud of our State Militia and National Guard. 
I could even tell of things which have happened within the past five weeks, 
when in a very great flood emergency and disaster 3400 men of our Massachu- 
setts National Guard have been called out and have done their duty; and it has 
been very remarkable that there has been but one case out of those 3400 that 
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has caused the slightest criticism on the part of newspapers or anybody else. 
I think that what the National Guard has done within these past five weeks is 
something very greatly to their credit, greatly to the credit of the men and the 
officers who constitute it. 

I do not want to go on making further remarks. My own work for some 
years has been the compilation and publication of the records of Massachusetts 
soldiers, sailors and marines who served in the Civil War. The work comprises 
eight volumes; seven of the volumes are out, and the eighth volume will be out 
before this week end, for that matter, and I am now at work on the index. 
When we get that done we think it is one of the greatest works of our lives. 
I do not claim all the credit myself because the work had been begun by others 
long before I took it up, but it has been my pleasure and privilege to have a 
part in the finishing of it. And I want right here to pay special tribute to my 
assistant, Miss Sophie M. Briggs, who has typewritten every word of that 
8-volume work and is now typing the index. 

I am very glad to meet you here and hope I shall meet you at many more 
Encampments. You grow the dearer even though your ranks are thinning. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Green: Commander Walsh is obliged to retire, and I am happy 
to tell him how glad we were to have him with us, and we regret he has to go 
at this time. 

Department Commander Walsh: Thank you, Commander, and good bye. 

(All present rise as Commander Walsh retires.) 

Commander Green: I have the pleasure of calling on one of our own com- 
rades, Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Edwin H. Lincoln. 

Comrade Lincoln: Commander and comrades, I have only one duty today, 
also yesterday, and that is taking care of the Commander-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief Nelson: He was my bodyguard. (Laughter.) 

Comrade Lincoln: I am to see that he gets two hours’ extra sleep during the 
day. He had it yesterday, and he is going to have it this afternoon. ( Laughter.) 
My work is done then for the day. (Laughter and applause.) 

Commander Green: I want to say we also have another Past Senior Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief, Comrade Wormstead. We will be glad to hear from him. 

Comrade Wormstead: Commander, Commander-in-Chief, ladies and gentle- 
men, it is a useless form of words to say that I am pleased to be here. They say 
it is more pleasant to give than to receive, but I am hear to declare that it is a 
mighty good thing to receive when you have such a reception as this which 
we have had today. It carries me right back to the old bitter days when my 
regiment reenlisted. Things iooked black at that time; the time of many regi- 
ments was passing out, and recruits were not coming as fast as it was desirable 
that they should, and so an order was issued giving troops that had served two 
years in the field the privilege of reenlisting, and there was a money considera- 
tion, I think, of $300, plus a 30-day furlough. That was what influenced the 
boys. With 380 days’ furlough, to think that we could go home and spend 30 
days in the old home, we found very enjoyable, I can assure you. 

Our journey home was an ovation. We were saluted and cheered and every- 
thing was done to make us feel that we were heroic sort of boys anyway. We 
arrived in Boston on a Sunday afternoon in February. I can’t give you the exact 
date, and it is not necessary to do so. But we marched around some of the prin- 
cipal streets—and marched up and formed a perfect line in front of the State 
House, and there a battalion of young ladies with baskets of roses in their arms 
decorated every one of us, and I can tell you we felt as if we owned the town. 
A little more marching and then up over the stairs and into old Faneuil Hall 
that we left a few hours ago, and there was a banquet spread, provided by the 
City of Boston in Boston’s wholesouled way of spreading banquets for her 
servants. And there on the platform was that splendid Governor of ours, John 
A. Andrew, and IJ think nearly all his suite. And there was the Germania 
Band, and take it altogether you can imagine, I think, a good deal better than 
I can tell what a magnificent affair it was and how we felt that our labors were 
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really appreciated by the people at home. And so it passed off and we passed 
‘ds to go to our various homes to make the girls happy—I think so—and the 
Oys. 

My friend Cross here has alluded to my heroic townsman, Captain Knott 
Martin. Yes, indeed, I do remember that morning in April—sleet, snow, rain, 
mud. I remember the day before when a message had come over from Salem to 
notify Captain Martin—he was the Senior Captain of the three companies— 
to get his men ready to report in Boston at the earliest opportunity. The 
Captain started on foot and went around and before night all the boys had 
been notified, and before daylight they were all in the train. As Comrade 
Cross has said, two companies left in the train for Boston and the third com- 
pany followed. They marched up into Faneuil Hall, and down came the Adju- 
tant-General. “Ready for duty, sir’ and immediately they were put on duty. 
_ And so those days of the old Civil War are slipping into the past and becom- 
ing subjects of blessed memory, subjects of history that should be read long 
sues vy we have gone into our final Encampment. I thank you. (Ap- 
plause. 

Commander Green: I want to say now it gives me great pleasure to present 
to this body of men and women my predecessor, Past Department Commander 
George A. Gay. 

Past Department Commander George A. Gay: Commander Green, our illus- 
trious Grand Army Chief, distinguished guests, and friends, and I shall be very 
remiss if I did not speak of all our buddies in the World War, and comrades 
of the Grand Army of the Republic:—I hope you will bear with me a moment 
if in my remarks I seem to lean in just a little opposite direction from what 
have been made here today. We do not like to have everything just alike, and 
now, as far as I am concerned, I do not care so much about the past because 
we know the past, but how little we know of the future, and what I am most 
interested in, not because I am an old man but there are people who long will 
follow after me and you—we would like to see the road and the way clear, 
and we would like to know as far as we can that those men who have died for 
the preservation of the Union have not altogether died in vain. That is what 
interests me. 

Now, as far as I am concerned, we hear a whole lot about the Grand Army 
of the Republic. Well, I guess the boys did their duty in their day, and all of 
the comrades who have been in the World War in defense of that Old Glory 
have also done their duty. And now I was thinking the other day this. Now 
don’t think I think the Grand Army is or has been the only patriotic organiza- 
tion of any consequence. As I see it, every man who has shouldered his gun 
in defense of the Union is our comrade, and we are all in one common body, 
and we should be very closely united. I was thinking of another thing, which 
was this. Now pardon me for saying it because it will take in the Grand Army 
of the Republic. I have said I wished that the very men and the number of 
men who marched down Pennsylvania Avenue 70 years ago were as young and 
as vigorous today as they were then, and I would risk all the Communists in 
the United States. (Applause.) I know it. I believe it. We would not wait 
for the dictation from Congress to fix our bayonets and drive the Communists 
from our country. (Applause.) Now the funny part of this thing is simply 
this. In most every State in the Union—some of course are more cooperative 
with the Legion than others—I can’t see why it is the citizens of those States 
in which these Communists abide don’t take steps to drive them out. They are 
preaching nothing but treason—that is all it is. And when I see as you have 
in the Grand Army Posts treason to our nation being preached, how little we 
think of it today. There is Old Glory there with its 48 stars representing our 
48 States in the Union, and your children and your children’s children and so 
on, are they going to see Old Glory torn from that staff because of communism? 
Men who had no homes in foreign lands come here and attack the very thing 
that the citizens of the United States hold most dear. They want to usurp 
our Government. 
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I would like to ask this question. What is the matter with America? What 
is the matter with our country? Have we been doped? Are we asleep, or don’t 
we care? But some men say, “Oho, you preach about the Communists! Well, 
there is no fear of Communists.” What are they doing with our children in 
the schools? Why are these teachers who are teaching our children in our 
schools preaching Communism? Why do they do it? They don’t expect to 
usurp this nation or any other nation in Europe but they want to instruct the 
youth in their philosophy, and when they shall arrive at the day when they 
want to take up arms against America then what? 

We hope that it will bring forth another Washington and another Lincoln, 
and then I will have no fear for America. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Comrade Lincoln: Commander, will you excuse the Commander-in-Chief and 
myself now? ? 
_Commander Green: We will be glad if you feel it is necessary. We would 
like to have you stay for the rest of the afternoon. 

(All present rise while the Commander-in-Chief and Aide retire.) 

Commander Green: We have only two more speakers I am going to call on, 
and it does me great pleasure to call on my old chum, the fellow that eats 
oatmeal. He and I have certainly had grand times together for the last several 
years going to the National Encampments and rooming together, going together 
on the train, and I certainly don’t know of anybody that I would sooner have 
succeed me as the Department Commander of Massachusetts than my good 
ce Charlie Robinson, and I present him to you now. (Applause, all ris- 
ing. 

Commander-Elect Robinson: Commander Green, distinguished guests, and 
comrades, I had made up my mind if I was called upon to tell the story that 
I have often told you because I wanted the Commander-in-Chief to hear this 
story, and so I am almost at a loss to know what to say in his absence, but 
some of you have not heard it, and so perhaps I will tell it to you. It is a 
good story, and it is an absolutely true story. 

In 1860, I was a pupil in the Winthrop School in Charlestown, Massachu- 
setts, and there had come to that State in the month of June of that year the 
last survivor of the Battle of Bunker Hill. His name was Ralph Farnum. He 
was 104 years of age but he died before the year was over. The children of 
all the public schools in the city marched up to Bunker Hill, and we stood in 
line on both sides of the path leading from the street way up to the monument. 
The old gentleman arrived as a guest of the city in a carriage with the Mayor, 
and the President of the Board of Alderman, and they assisted him from the 
carriage, and while walking up the path they stopped to let the old gentleman 
rest, and while resting he shook hands with some of us boys. Now that hand 
of mine has clasped the hand of the last survivor of the Battle of Bunker Hull. 

So you see we are a young nation compared to the nations of the Old World, 
just a span of two lives between the birth of this nation and the present day, 
Ralph Farnum’s and mine. (Applause.) And what a nation we have become! 
One of the mightiest on earth, her great vessels riding majestically on every 
ocean carrying the commerce of the nation to and fro from port to port; her 
magnificent cities covered with palaces and halls of learning; her great desert 
blooming like a garden; her mines yielding untold wealth; and all of this has 
been brought about by the labor and the sacrifice of the men and women that. 
have gone before us. . 

But in my boyhood days, those early days, this nation of ours had a cancer 
eating at its heart. That ery had gone out to God for over 100 years from a 
race that was held in bondage. God brought forth a man, born in obscurity, 
in poverty, in a log shack that had the skins of wild beasts of the forest hanging 
up to keep out the biting frost of winter at the time of his birth. Lincoln was one 
of the greatest men that ever lived on this earth. There never was but One 
greater, and He was born in a manger in Bethlehem in Judea. He died to make 
men holy. Abraham Lincoln died to make men free. (Applause.) 

I was one of Abraham Lincoln’s soldier boys, with two enlistments, wounded 
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at Kingston, North Carolina, nine days before my 17th birthday. When the 
war was over we came home, and we formed this organization that has been 
known down through the years as the Grand Army of the Republic. It has not 
only been a patriotic organization but it has been a friendship organization. 
“Friendship” has been our motto down through all these years. 


“Be a Friend. 


“Be a friend. You don’t need money; 
Just a disposition sunny; 

Just the wish to help another 

Get along some way or other; 

Just a kindly hand extended 

Out to one who’s unbefriended; 

Just the will to give or lend, 

That will make you someone’s friend. 


Be a friend. You don’t need glory. 
Friendship is a simple story 

Pass by trifling errors blindly, 

Gaze on honest effort kindly, 

Cheer the youth who’s bravely trying, 
Pity him who’s sadly sighing; 

Just a little labor spend 

On the duties of a friend. 


Be a friend. The pay is bigger 
(Though not written by a figure) 

That is earned by people clever 

In what’s merely self-endeavor. 

You'll have friends instead of neighbors 
For the profits of your labors; 

You'll be richer in the end 

Than a prince, if you’re a friend.” 


Now appreciation goes along with friendship. 


“Life’s a bully good game with its kicks and cuffs,— 
Some smile, some laugh, some bluff; 

Some carry a load too heavy to bear 

While some push on with never a care, 

But the load will seldom heavy be 

When I appreciate you and you appreciate me. 


He who lives by the side of the road 

And helps to bear his brother’s load 

May seem to travel lone and long 

While the world goes by with a merry song, 
But the heart grows warm and sorrows flee 
When I appreciate you and you appreciate me. 


When I appreciate you and you appreciate me, 
The road seems short to victory; 

It buoys one up and calls “Come on,” 

And days grow brighter with the dawn; 

There is no doubt or mystery 

When I appreciate you and you appreciate me. 


It’s the greatest thought in heaven or earth— 
Tt helns us know our fellow’s worth; 
There’d be no wars or bitterness 
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No fear, no hate, no grasping; yes, 
It makes work play, and the careworn free 
When I appreciate you and you appreciate me.” 


I thank you, comrades. (Applause.) 


Commander Green: I want to say now we have one more speaker who cer- 
tainly has been my substantial friend and comrade during the past year, one 
whom I appreciate very much indeed. He has been my help and strength in 
many ways, and I am going to call on our Assistant Adjutant-General, Comrade 
Bishop, to say a word. (Applause.) 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Comrades, I hadn’t the slightest idea that 
I would be called upon, and it is simply going from the sublime to the ridiculous, 
consequently it did not occur to me that I should be called upon to say any- 
thing. There has been a great deal said here today that we want to remember. 
We can remember way back to our childhood days. In our memory we can 
look back over this country to about the time that I was born, when some of 
the people from the Eastern States here migrated to the West, and those that 
went “way out West” went as far as the middle of New York State (laughter) 
—when Chicago was a garrison, when the Mississippi River was practically the 
boundary of civilization so far as known. It is worth while sometimes to go 
back and think over some of those matters for the sake of comparison with 
what we claim has been done and what we are today as a nation or as a person. 
I do not like to talk personalities but here is something that is rather unique. 

In the early days of the Civil War I was a country boy. It was not a little 
red school house but it was a school house much the same as the red ones, 
with one room in it. I was about eleven or twelve years old when one of the 
Generals of the United States Army, and the first General killed, was killed in 
the Middle West. He was a native of a town near where I lived, and his birth 
took place there, much to the uprising of patriotism and the belief that they 
amounted to something among the country people. I wanted to go, from 
curiosity, not because I knew anything about Nathaniel Lyon and the work he 
had done. I did know he was a General but that was in a general way because 
I did not know anything about what he had meant or done but I knew he was 
@ great man. I wanted to go to his funeral. My parents consented for me to 
go but transportation was lacking except those supplied by nature, so I started 
off with a pretty good pair of shoes and walked over to the other place, about 
eight or nine miles away, and in order to conform to nature as I had made 
use of it I took off my shoes and hung them on my arm until I got within 
about half a mile of the place, and then I put my shoes on so I might look as 
though I was well shod. I got there and listened to the ceremonies—the first 
time I had ever seen a person in military rig or uniform; the first time I had 
ever heard a brass band; the first time that I had ever heard such encomiums 
as I heard there, such a description of the majesty of the man that was the 
victim of circumstances—patriotic—had done a very fine job in the Middle 
West until he was—well, he was the first General to go. 7 

It is difficult to describe the emotions of a young boy undergoing such things 
as that way back in the woods, with no knowledge of the world outside. I was 
thrilled. The music that was played by the band was a dead march and im- 
pressed itself upon my mind to such an extent that I could sing it or whistle 
it or carry it in my mind for a long time. They had an excellent band of good 
musicians. About a year or a year and a half after that incident I was enlisted 
in the band of a regular regiment, and the bandmaster of that band was the 
one that was conducting the band over there in that town. 

I am only reciting these things, not from a personal standpoint, but to show 
what the young boys and folks of this country went through, starting, the ma- 
jority, from the fields, the workers in the fields, going through that long war, 
and then maintaining an existence this length of time and without any egotism 
or doing any more than any other organization has ever done to hold fast the 
things that are worth while in the Government of the United States and going 
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on up to an unprecedented time of life and carrying out all those principles for 
which they endured a long war of four years. 

Now please remember that I do not cite this from any personal reason but 
merely to illustrate the difference between this country as it was when the war 
began and what it is today and what we hope it will be in the future, when, 
the body politic reaches normality and is able to go forward with satisfaction, 
instead of finding fault, fighting going on all over the world, not trying to do 
something that no one knows anything about, instead of coming down to a 
solid basis and doing business on business lines. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: I would not be doing my duty as Department Com- 
mander of the Department of Massachusetts if I did not call on one to say a 
word or two who has really been my right arm during my administration, and 
I think not only mine but the incoming Commander’s and the ones that have 
passed on before me. We will be glad to hear a word from Mrs. Helen Phinney. 

Department Secretary Phinney: Commander Green, honored guests and 
comrades. Commander Green, your year of service is almost ended, and I want 
to say that the year I have served with you has been a most happy one. You 
have been most kind to me in every way, and I have done for you my very 
best. To you, Commander Robinson, I pledge my loyalty and to the comrades 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, to work for them just so long as I have 
strength to do so. (Applause.) 

Commander Green: Now I want to say, comrades, that this is my last pre- 
siding over the comrades of the Department of Massachusetts. I want to say 
to you all that I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the consideration 
you have extended to me. So far as my weakness has permitted during this 
past year I have done the best I could to carry on, and if I have failed it is 
because the flesh was weak, not the spirit. I trust you may all have a very 
happy and successful year. I thank you. (Applause.) 

(And so, at 4.20 p.m., the Seventieth Encampment of the Department of 
Massachusetts, Grand Army of the Republic, came to a close.) 


GENERAL ORDERS 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
State House, Boston, April 29, 1935. 
GENERAL aa 
No. 1 
; Having been elected Commander of the Department of Massachusetts, 
Grand Army of the Republic, I hereby assume command. 

i; The following officers were elected. 
Department Commander, GEorce W. GREEN, Post 200, Jamaica Plain. 
Senior Vice-Commander, CHarLtEs L. Rosinson, Post 4, Melrose. 
Junior Vice-Commander, Joun E. Bronson, Post 144, Dedham. 
Medical Director, ALBERT A. NIcKERSON, Post 35, Chelsea. 

Chaplain, JAMEs 8. MircHe.u, Post 121, Hyde Park. 


Council of Administration. 


JAMES H. Wess, Post 88, Quincy. 

HENRI BATCHELDER, Post 156, Everett. 
Lreonarp Boyp, Post 62, Newton. 

JosepH F. Sropparp, Post 11, Charlestown. 
JaMEs A. Sawyer, Post 92, Brighton. 


III. Appointed Officers. 


Assistant Adjutant-General and Assistant Quartermaster-General, FREDERICK 
H. Bisuop, Post 88, Quincy. 
Judge-Advocate, DupLEy L. Pace, Post 42, Lowell. 
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Inspector, CHARLES L. Mies, Post 72, Stoughton. 

Chief Mustering Officer, JosrpuH F. Foster, Post 89, Beverly. 

Patriotic Instructor, W1LL1AM H. Emery, Post 26, Roxbury. 

Chief-of-Staff, Irving B. Mowry, Post 52, Eastondale. 

Department Secretary, HELEN A. PHINNEY, Past Department President, 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


IV. Office Hours. 9.30 a.m. to 3.380 p.m. Saturday by special appoint- 
ment only. Department Commander will be at Headquarters the first and- 
third Monday of each month, from 12 m. to 2 p.m. 


V. Aides-de-Camp. Post Commanders are requested to send in at once 
to these Headquarters names and addresses of Comrades to serve as Aides on 
the Staff of the Department Commander. 


VI. _ All requisitions for supplies must be accompanied by check, money- 
order or cash to pay for same. 


VII. All checks, money-orders, etc., 
Bishop, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
govern themselves accordingly. 


must be payable to Frederick H. 
Quartermasters will take due notice and 


All official correspondence should be addressed to Frederick H. Bishop, Room 
27, State House, Boston. 


VIII. The following Representatives and Alternates for the next National 
Encampment were elected at the Department Encampment. 


Representatives to the Sixty-ninth National Encampment. 


Delegate-at-Large 
Leonard Boyd, Post 62 


Representatives 
Post 
Theodore Clark . 143 
Joseph F. Stoddard 11 


Thomas A. Corson . P 5 


Dudley L. Page . 42 
Charles F. Staples 53 
Edward Baker 17 


IX. 


Alternate-at-Large 
William H. Emery, Post 26 


Alternates 

Post 
Julius A. Fitts 117 
A. A. Nickerson . ou 
Charles F. Peel 49 
Lewis A. Lauriat 170 
Robert E. Gibson 10 
Farnum E. Sawin 125 


The Sixty-ninth Nationst Encampment of the Grand Army of the 


Republic will be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, during the week of September 
8, 1935. A special headquarters train under the charge of Colpitts Tourists 


Co. 


A very interesting trip is being arranged As soon as completed an illus- 


trated booklet giving full information will be mailed to all Posts. 


X. 
Pantlind. 


FREDERICK H. BISHOP, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters of the Massachusetts Department will be at the Hotel 


Per order, 
GEORGE W. GREEN, 
Department Commander. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 


Strate House, Boston, April 29, 1935. 


GENERAL ORDERS | 
No. 2 


Memorial Day. 


The Nation’s Memorial Day, May 30th, is the one day of the year when the 
patriotic people of this Nation gather as of one accord to pay their tributes of 


love and memory to our honored dead. 
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During the simple and impressive service of strewing flowers and placing the 
flag of Our Country over the graves of our departed Comrades, remember also 
with our soldier dead the heroic souls who went down to the great deep in ships. . 

Therefore on all streams that run to the sea let us strew flowers for our sailor 
Comrades of the Civil War. 

These ceremonies serve as a lesson, teaching the rising generation that they 
who gave their lives in defense of their Country are worthy of all honors, and 
thus their memories should be cherished. 

Sunday, May 26, is hereby designated as Memorial Sunday. Posts should 
arrange to attend Church on that day, and invite our Allied Organizations, 
also our Comrades of other wars to accompany them. 

In accordance with orders from National Headquarters, the reading of Gen- 
eral Logan’s Order No. II, and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address are made part of 
the Memorial Day services. 

Post Chaplains must forward promptly to Department Chaplain’ James S. 
Mitchell, 67 Prospect Avenue, Wollaston, Mass., a full report of Memorial Day 
exercises in which their Posts take part. 

Per order, 
GrorcE W. GREEN, 


Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BISHOP, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 


Strate House, Boston, July 24, 1935. 
GENERAL ORDERS 
No. 3 


National Encampment. 


The Sixty-Ninth National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic 
will be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, September 8-14, 1935. 

Departure from Boston will be on Saturday, September 7, from the South 
Station at 3.15 p.m., via Boston & Albany New York Central Lines in special 
Pullman sleeping cars and day coaches attached to the “Wolverine.” Members 
party join en route at Worcester, 4.22 p.M., Springfield 5.40 p.Mm., and Pittsfield 
7.15 P.M. 

For illustrated booklet giving full information, apply to Colpitts Tourist Co., 
262 Washington Street, Boston. 

The Grand Rapids Committee, with Mr. Edward H. Beecher as Chairman 
and Mr. Ernest W. Neir as Secretary, anticipate a splendid attendance. There 
will be ample hotel accommodations at reasonable rates. All requests for rooms 
and for all other information should be addressed to Mr. Ernest W. Neir, Con- 
vention Bureau, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

- National and Massachusetts Headquarters will be at the Pantlind Hotel. 

Department Headquarters in Boston will be closed from September 9 to 
September 30. 


Identification Certificates. 

Tickets cannot be purchased except on presentation of identification certificate 
issued by the railway association and which can be obtained from the Assistant 
Adjutant-General, Room 27, State House, Boston. 


Delegates Attention. 

There will be a meeting of those entitled to seats in the National Encamp- 
ment at Headquarters, in Pantlind Hotel, Room 631, Tuesday, September 10, at 
5 pm. CREDENTIALS will be distributed at this meeting. Important busi- 
ness will be transacted and every member is expected to attend. 

It is the wish of the Department Commander that Comrades remove all 
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decorations from their coats DURING THE PARADE, excepting the official 
G. A. R. badge. He asks the Comrades to comply with this wish. 

The following-named Comrades are hereby appointed as Aides on the staff 
of the Department Commander. They will be obeyed and respected accord- 
ingly: 


Post Post 
Nahum F.: Nickelson . 1 Joseph Rossiter . : ¥ ene 
George L. Hall : 2 George W. Howe ; 0a 
James F. Gilroy . 3 Charles A. Richards . : of) 68 
William F. Dodge 5 Willard Gurney . ; ; ahs 4 
Patrick H. Brown : 7 Seth L. Holmes . ; : anorG 
Robert E. Gibson ; . 10 Charles A. Farrar ‘ J any i! 
Albert Sawyer . . 11 Samuel Snow . ; E éF 182 
Dennis Driscoll . . 15 Joseph F. Foster A . 89 
F. E. North : : 81655 AwAT Rackhil igs ‘ : he 90 
Edward Baker . . 17 James Byrnes . ; Le) SOTO 
George C. Jewett ; . 19 Hiram Crowell . e109 
Henry Bornstein . 21 Hiram §S. Faunce : aw BY 
Herbert Parkhurst. . 22 Charles C. Merritt . ea NG, 
George W. Shedd © 180. ce Julius A. UP iit me 85 Z 
Milton Coffin. . 384. Patrick J. Donlon ta ESE 
George W. Towne . 89 Samuel True ; , ve kae 
Oscar C. Wallace . 40) Charles: Stones . 139 
Stillman P. Wood ; . 43 Prince A. Phinney . . 148 
William H. Marston . . 45 Charles D. Kinney . . 145 
Richard Fleet. ; . 46 George A. Parsons . : . 156 
Ezra G. Bly , . 47 William H. King . 1GS 
Hiram S. Clark . . 48 Lewis A. Lauriat Ween Wd 
Charles F. Peel . . 49 Jeremiah J. Shepard . > hee 
Oliver J. Putnam ; . 53 George N. Alden ; . 190 
Francis J. O'Reilly . . 66 Otis A. Merrill . ; bass bt 
Christian Holly . ; . 61 Jobn F. Thomas . : F200 


Important. 

The Annual election of Post Officers will be held at the first stated meeting in 
October. Posts will not elect delegates to the Department Encampment. 
“Every Comrade in good standing will be entitled to a seat and vote in future 
Department Encampments.” 

A blank for report of the name of the newly elected Commander, also Senior 
and Junior Vice-Commanders is enclosed and should be filled out and forwarded 
to these headquarters IMMEDIATELY AFTER election. 

The Obituary and Annual Report Blanks will not be made out till December 
31, as usual. 

The INSTALLATIONS should take place at the FIRST meeting in Novem- 
ber. Names of Installing Officers must be sent to these headquarters on or 
before October 15th, in order that they may be given out in General Orders 
to be issued October 20th. 

Per order, 
GEORGE W. GREEN, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BISHOP, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
State Hovuss, Boston, October 21, 1935. 
GENERAL ORDERS | 


No. 4 j 
I. The Sixty-Ninth National Encampment held in Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, was a very successful affair. The city authorities and the general public 
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gave us a splendid welcome, and the week was replete with many kind attentions 
we received at their hands. 

II. The parade was a success in every way. Eleven Comrades were in line 
and also a representation in the Auto Division. As usual, their appearance 
was in keeping with the traditions of the Massachusetts Department. Your 
Department Commander expresses his thanks to all who took part. 

III. The Representatives are most highly commended for the faithful at- 
tendance at the sessions of the Encampment. The full voting strength was 
recorded in every vote taken from the opening to the closing of the Encamp- 
ment. And the Commander feels a just pride in making this fact known. 

IV. Massachusetts was honored by the selection of Assistant Adjutant- 
General Frederick H. Bishop, on the Council of Administration and Department 
Junior Vice-Commander John E. Bronson, as a member of the Resolutions 
Committee. 

The Encampment of 1936 will be held in Washington, D. C. - 

Owing to the death of Comrade Irving B. Mowry, Department Chief-of-Staff, 
I hereby appoint Comrade Joseph F. Stoddard, Post 11, Charlestown, to fill 
the vacancy. 

Many of the Posts have not sent in their Credential Reports, up to the 
present time, giving the names of the officers for 1935-36. They should be 
forwarded at once. 

The Obituary and Annual Reports will not be due until December. Blanks 
for these reports will be forwarded in due time. 

Per order, 
GEORGE W. GREEN, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BISHOP, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
LS ee ee, 
IN MEMORIAM 


Department Chief-of-Staff Irving B. Mowry was mustered out on September 
19, 1935 

Comrade Mowry enlisted in Co. H, 61st Massachusetts Infantry. 

A good soldier, a respected citizen and an estimable comrade has passed to 


his reward. 
Sea 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
State House, Boston, February 17, 1936. 
GENERAL ORDERS 
No. 5 

ta The Seventieth Annual Encampment of the Department of Massachu- 
setts, Grand Army of the Republic, will be held in Faneuil Hall, Boston, Tues- 
day, April 14, 1936. 

II. Comrade Joseph F. Stoddard, of Post 11, has been appointed to act 
as Officer of the Day and furnish two Comrades as Guards. They will report 
at Faneuil Hall, at 9 a.m., Tuesday, April 14. 

III. Department Headquarters will be closed during the sessions of the 
Encampment. They will be open at 9.30 o’clock, Thursday morning, April 16, 
when all Comrades will be welcomed. 

IV. Railroad Fares. Important. 

Commanders of Posts should see that every Comrade is fully advised as to 
the following rule regarding 
Reduction of Fares. 

(a) ‘The railroads have agreed to make a reduction in fares from all points 
where the railroad fare is 75 cents or more. 
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_ (6) From these stations a price of one and one-third fare will be given for 
the round trip to Boston and return. 


(c) Parties desiring to take advantage of this reduction must apply at the 
station some days in advance in order that the agent may have certificate nec- 
essary to procure a homeward-bound ticket for one-third fare. 

(d) Immediately on arrival at the Encampment, present your certificate to 
Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop for endorsement. 

(e) A special railroad agent will be present on April 14 and 15, from 9 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. to validate the certificate for the return ticket. Validation will. be 
made on those dates and hours only. 

(f) After validation you will be entitled, up to and including April 18, to 
present vour ticket to the ticket agent and purchase a return ticket via the same 
route as the going trip, at one-third the regular fare to the point at which your 
cetificate was issued. 

(9g) Refund of fares will not be made on account of failure to return certifi- 
cate mentioned, or for any reason not in accordance with the prescribed condi- 
tions under which the arrangement is made. This reduction will be given to 
members of the Grand Army and its allied organizations only. 

V. To gain admittance every member must give the countersign and pre- 
sent the credential card which they.will obtain from their Post Commander. No 
one will be admitted without this credential. 

Post Commanders will see that all members who intend attending the En- 
campment ARE PROVIDED WITH THE COUNTERSIGN and the creden- 
tial, and also admonish them not to leave them at home. 

Extra credential cards will be sent upon application to the Assistant Adju- 
tant-General. 

VI. Aides on the staff of the Department Commander will report in the 
ante-room on the left side of the stairs on the hall floor, Tuesday morning, at 
9.30. Uniform, without belts. 

VII. The Annual Banquet will take place at the close of the Encampment, 
at the Hotel Westminster, at 1.80 p.m., April 15, to which all Comrades are cor- 
dially invited. 

Transportation will be furnished the Comrades from Faneuil Hall to the Hotel 
Westminster. 
Our numbers are getting fewer. Let’s get closer together. Come and make it 

a heart-to-heart gathering in memory of AULD LANG SYNE. 

VIII. The Seventieth Annual National Encampment will be held at Wash- 

ington, D. C., date to be announced in future General Orders. 


Per order, 
GeEorcE W. GREEN, 


Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BISHOP, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Department Chief Mustering Officer Joseph F. Foster was mustered out on 
February 10, 1936. 


Comrade Foster enlisted in the Second Unattached Company, Massachusetts | 
Volunteer Infantry. 


He was a beloved and respected citizen, and will be sincerely missed by his 
many friends and Comrades. 
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‘ROSTER, DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS GRAND ARMY OF 


Headquarters, State House, Boston 


DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 


1935 


GrorceE W. GREEN, Commander 

Cuar.es L. Rosrnson, Senior Vice-Commander 
JOHN E. BRONSON, Junior Vice-Commander 

A. A. Nickerson, Medical Director . 

JAMES S. MITCHELL, Chaplain . 


Post 
Post 
Post 
Post 
Post 


CouNCIL or ADMINISTRATION 


JAMES H. WEBB 
Henri BATCHELDER 
Lronarp Boyp 
JOSEPH F. STODDARD 
JAMES A. SAWYER 


OFFICIAL STAFF 


Freperick H. Bisuop, Asst. Adjutant-General 
and Asst. Quartermaster General . 

Duprey L. Pacs, Judge-Advocate 

CuHar.es A. Mites, Inspector . | 

Josepu F. Foster, Chief Mustering Officer 

Wiuuiam H. Emery, Patriotic Instructor . 

Irvina B. Mowry, ’Chief-of- Staff 

HELEN A. PHINNEY, Department Secretary, 
Past Dept. President D.U.V.C.W. 


Post 
Post 


Past DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS 


Post 
Epwin J. Foster 10 
JAMES H. WEBB 88 
Epwin H. LINCOLN 125 
FREDERICK H. BIsHopP 88 
Gerorce A. Gay . 195 

DECEASED 

Post 
AvusTIN §. CUSHMAN 1 
A. B. R. SPRAGUE ’ : 10 
Francis A. OSBoRN . 4 15 
JAMES L. BATES . ; 58 
WILLIAM COGSWELL . , | 34 
Apixn B. UNDERWoopD , ; : ; 62 
JoHN W. KIMBALL 19 
GerorcE S. MERRILL 39 
Horace B. SARGENT . 15 
JoHn G. B. ApDAMs . 5 
JoHN A. Hawes 1 
GrEorGE W. CREASEY . 49 
Grorce H. Patcu 63 
GrorcE §. Evans 30 
JOHN D. BILLINGS 186 


JoHN W. HERSEY. : 2 ; ; 1 
Ricwarp F. Tosin 


200, Jamaica Plain 
4, Melrose 

144, Dedham 

35, Chelsea 

121, Hyde Park 


88, Quincy 
156, Everett 


Post 62, Newton 

Post 11, Charlestown 

Post 92, Brighton 

Post 88, Quincy 

Post 42, Lowell 

Post 72, Stoughton 

Post 89, Beverly 

Post 26, Roxbury 

Post 52, Easton 
Year 
1928 Worcester 
1929 Quincy 
1932 Pittsfield 
1933 Quincy 
1934 Pepperell 
Year Date of Death 
1866-67 Jan. 29, 1907 
1868 May 17, 1910 
1869 Mar. 11, 1914 
1870 Nov. 11, 1875 
1871 May 22, 1895 
1873 Jan. 14, 1888 
1874 July 15, 1910 
1875 Feb. 17, 1900 
1876-78 Jan. 18, 1908 
1879 Oct. 19, 1900 
1880 Mar. 10, 1883 
1881 July 3, 1909 
1882 July 26, 1887 
1883 April 7, 1903 
1884 Aug. 29, 1933 
1885 Oct. 25, 1912 
1886 Nov. 22, 1893 
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CHARLES D. NAsH 
Myron P. WALKER 
GEORGE L. GOODALE . 
Grorce H. INNIS 
ARTHUR A. SMITH 
JAMES K. CHURCHILL 
Evi W. HA 

W. A. WETHERBEE 
Jos. W. THAYER 
WILLIAM P. Dersy 
JoHN M. DEANE 
Won. H. Bartwuetr 
JOHN E. GILMAN 
Peter D. SMITH 
Sizas A. BARTON 

W. W. BLACKMAR 
Dwicut O. Jupp 
Lucius FIELbD 

JAMES H. WoLFF 

J. PAYson BRADLEY 
DanieL H. L. GLEASON 
ALFRED S. Roe . 
JoHN L. PARKER 

J. WILLARD Brown 
GRANVILLE C. FISKE . 
GeorGeE A. HOSLEY 
Tuomas J. AMES 
JoHN M. Woops 
ALFRED H. KNOWLES 
Francis EK. Moe 
DANIEL E. DENNY 
Epwin P. STANLEY 
GerorceE W. WILDER 
Horace GOODWIN 
Epwin F. Morrinu 
Henry CLarkK 
GeEORGE W. PRatr 
BENJAMIN A. Ham 
WILLIAM L. GAGE 
Henry N. Comey 
WILLIAM F. Brown . 
Henry A. Monx 
Atvin C. Howes 
Watpo TURNER. 


78 1887 
97 1888 
66 1889 
2 1890 
20 1891 
10 1892 
5 1893 
62 1894 
35 1895 
16 1896 
46 1897 
10 1898 
26 1899 
99 1900 
29 1901 
113 1902 
71 1903 
64 - 1904 
92 1905 
2 1906 
63 1907 
10 1908 
5 1909 
186 1910 
18 1910-11 
11 1912 
53 1913: 
139 1914 
36 1915 
126 1916 
10 1917 
67 1918 
31 1919 
16 1920 
156 1921 
36 1922 
72 1923 
2 1924 
87 1925 
90 1925 
163 1926 
87 1927 
8 1930 
58 1930-31 


HONORABLY DISCHARGED FROM THE ORDER 
Henry R. S1BLey, Post 11, 1872 


REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SIxTY-NINTH NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


Delegate-at-Large 
Leonard Boyd, Post 62 


Representatives 
Post 
Theodore E. Clark m143 
Joseph F. Stoddard . ! OG 1 
Thomas A. Corson . 5 
Dudley L. Page aie42 
Charles F. Staples. ma ube 


Edward Baker . 7 thy 


Aug. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
July 
Feb. 
Sept. 
July 
Feb. 
Jan. 
May 
July 
Nov. 
Aug. 
May 
April 
April 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Dec. 
Aug. 
May 


Feb. 


April 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Nov. 


Dec. 27 


Nov. 
Aug. 
Jan. 
April 
Aug. 
Jan. 
May 
April 
April 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Mar. 


Alternate-at-Large 


Wilham H. Emery, Post 26 


Alternates 


Julius A. Fitts . 
A. A. Nickerson 
Charles F. Peel . 
Robert E. Gibson 
Farnum E. Sawin 
Lewis A. Lauriat 


6, 
9, 
z, 
4, 


, 1910 
1911 


191T 
1907 
1907 
1912 
1920 
1930 
1905 
1901 
1914 
1901 
1921 
1911 
1911 
1905 
1906 
1910 
1913 
1927 
1917 
1917 
1917 
1910 
1921 
1930 
1927 
1927 
1933 
1923 
1925 
1924 
1932 
1934 
1931 
1931 
1927 
1931 
1925 


* 1932 


1927 
1934 
1930 
1935 
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84 SEVENTIETH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


NATIONAL OFFICERS, 1934-1935 
Aurrep E. Stacey, Commander-in-Chief Elbridge, N. Y. 
Harpine I. Merrit, Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Wichita, Kans. 
GerorcE H. POUNDER, Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Ft. Atkinson, Wis. 


Dr. E. H. Cowan, Surgeon-General . x : Crawfordsville, Ind. 
Rev. J. KIne Gipson, Chaplain-in-Chief Dayton, Ohio 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, National Council of Adminis- 


tration : : , : : 4 : ’ ; Wollaston, Mass. 


STAFF OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 


Cavin A. Bratnarp, Adjutant-General : Jackson, Mich. 
SAMUEL P. Town, Quartermaster-General . . Philadelphia, Pa. 
JAMES W. WILLETT, Judge Advocate-General ; Tama, Iowa 

M. H. Davinson, I: nspector-General ; Louisville, Ky. 
Henry B. DAVIDSON, National Patriotic Instructor Springfield, IIl. 
Ira R. WILDMAN, Assistant Adjutant-General . Danbury, Conn. 
JAMEs H. CAMPBELL, Chief-of-Staff . ‘ \ , Chicago, Ill. 
JoHn C. Mutuins, Senior Aide-de-Camp . Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Past NATIONAL OFFICERS FROM MASSACHUSETTS 


Commanders-in-Chief 


CHARLES DEVENS, 1873-74. Post 10, Worcester. Died Jan. 7, 1891. 
GEORGE S. MERRILL, 1881. Post 39, Lawrence. Died Feb. 17, 1900. 
JoHN G. B. ApaMs, 1894. Post 5, Lynn. Died Oct. 19, 1900. 
Witmon W. Biackmar, 1905. Post 118, Boston. Died July 6, 1905. 
JOHN EK. Gitman, 1910. Post 26, Roxbury. Died Feb. 20, 1921. 
Epwin J. Fostrer, 1929. Post 10, Worcester. 


Senior Vice-Commanders-in-Chief 


Ricwarp F. Tosin, 1890. Post 2, South Boston. Died Nov. 22, 1890. 

Georce H. Innis, 1891. Post 2, South Boston. Elected to fill vacancy caused 
by decease of Comrade Richard F. Tobin. Died Jan. 19, 1907. 

Wiuuiam M. O1tn, 1902. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 

Gerorce A. HostEy, 1921. Post 11, Boston. Died May 13, 1930. 

WILFrep A. WETHERBEER, 1924. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 13, 1930. 

Epwin H. Lincoun. Post 125, Pittsfield. 


Junior Vice-Commanders-in-Chief 


HerRBerT E. Hitu, 1878. Post 139, Somerville. Died April 8, 1892. 
E. B. STILuines, 1905. Post 113, Boston. Died Dec. 30, 1917. 


Chaplains-in-Chief 


Atonzo H. Quint, 1868-69. Post 1, New Bedford. Died Nov. 4, 1896. 
JOSEPH F. LOVERING, 1876-81. Post 81, Watertown. Died March 4, 1915. 
Mark B. Taytor, 1896. Post 94, Canton. Died Dec. 3, 1919. 

GeEorRGE E.. Lovesoy, 1912. Post 146, Lawrence. Died Dec. 25, 1916. 

Puiuie A. Norpeui, D.D., 1918. Post 143, Brookline. Died March 10, 1930. 


Adjutants-General 


Cornetius G. ATwoop, 1873. Post 113, Boston. Died Jan. 19, 1888. 
Henry R. Srsiey, 1873. Post 11, Boston. 

Wituiam M. Ouin, 1881. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 
JAMES F, Meecu, 1894. Post 10, Worcester. Died April 30, 1895. 
JOHN E. Gitman, 1904. Post 26, Roxbury. Died Feb. 20, 1921. 

E. B. Stirturnes, 1910. Post 118, Boston. Died Dec. 30, 1917. 
WILFRED A. WETHERBEE, 1929. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 138, 1930. 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 


Quartermasters-General 


CorNELIUs G. ATwoop, 1871-72. Post 113, Boston. Died Jan. 19, 1888. 
A. B. R. Spracue, 1873-74. Post 10, Worcester. Died May 17, 1910. 


Inspectors-General 
GEORGE 8. Evans, 1888. Post 30, Cambridge. Died April 7, 1903. 
Grorce L. Goopate, 1892. Post 66, Medford. Died Jan. 30, 1911. 
Wiiuiam M. O1in, 1895. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 
Witrrep A. WETHERBEE, 1901. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 13, 1930. 
J. PAyson Brapiey, 1912. Post 2, South Boston. Died April 19, 1927. 


Judge-Advocates General 


WiL11AM CoGswWELL, 1878-79. -Post 34, Salem. Died May 22, 1895. 

ALBERT CLarK, 1896. Post 191, Boston. Died, 1911. 

JAMES H. Wo Fr, 1900. Post 92, Brighton. Died May 3, 1913. 
Surgeons-General 


SAMUEL A. GREENE, 1871-72. Post 15, Boston. Died, 1918. 

JoHN W. Foye, 1875. Post 15, Boston. Died, 1885. 

AzeL Amgés, JR., 1882-83. Post 12, Wakefield. Died, 1908. 

WiiuiaAM H. Baker, 1899-1900. Post 5, Lynn. Died Aug. 22, 1916. 
Patriotic Instructor 


JouN B. Lewis, 1909 and 1911. Post 113, Boston. Died Nov. 14, 1923. 
Chiefs-of-Staff 


Smas A. Barton, 1894. Post 29, Waltham. Died May 27, 1914. 
J. Payson Brapiey, 1911. Post 2, Boston. Died April 19, 1927. 
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Gerorce A. Hostey, 1915-1920-1922-1929, Post 11, Boston. Died May 13, 1930. 
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ROSTER oF Past DEPARTMENT AND Past VICE-DEPARTMENT 


SEVENTIETH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 





(COMMANDERS 








1866 


1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1581 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 


1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 


1931 
1932 
1933 


1934 
1935 


COMMANDERS 





*Austin S. Cushman, Prov. 


Com. E : 
*Austin S. Cushman ; 
*AY eB. RigSprague 
*Francis A. Osborne . 
*James L. Bates . 
*Wm. Cogswell 
7H. R. Sibley 
*A, B. Underwood 
*John W. Kimball 
*Geo. S. Merrill . 


*Horace Binney Sargent . 
*Horace Binney Sargent . 
*Horace Binney Sargent . 


*John G. B. Adams 
*John A. Hawes . 
*Geo. W. Creasey 
*Geo. H. Patch 
*Geo. S. Evans 
*John D. Billings . 
*John W. Hersey 
*Richard F, Vobin 
Chase), Nash & 
*Myron P. Walker 
*Geo. L. Goodale . 
*Geo. H. Innis 
*Arthur A. Smith 
*James et Peoria : 
*Eli W. 


*Wilfred a ‘Wetherbee . 


Sy oceee W. Thayer 
Wm. Derby . 
*John M. Deane... 
*William H. Bartlett . 
*John E. Gilman. . 

*Peter D. Smith . 
“Silas, A; Barton’ 
*W. W. Blackmar 
*Dwight O. Judd. 
*Lucius Field ; 

*James H. Wolff . 

*J. Payson Bradley 
*D. H. L. Gleason 
*Alfred S. Roe . 
*John L. Parker . 

*J. Willard Brown 

*Granville C. Fiske 
*George A. Hosley 
*Thomas J. Ames 
*John M. Woods : 
*Alfred H. Knowles . 
*Francis E. Mole 
*Daniel E. Denny 
*Edwin P. Stanley 
*Geo. W. Wilder . 
Horace Goodwin 
*Edwin F. Morrill 

*Henry Clark , 
*George W. Pratt 

*Benjamin A. Ham 

*William L, Gage 
*Henry N. Comey 
*William F. Brown 
*Henry A. Monk 
Edwin J. Foster . 
James H. Webb. 

* Alvin C. Howes 
Waldo Turner 
Waldo Turner 
Edwin H. Linocln . 
Frederick H. Bishop . 


George A. Gay . 
George W. Green 


* Deceased 





S. V.-COMMANDERS 





*Arthur A. 


Goodell 
*Geo. H. Pierson 
*Josiah Pickett 
*H. M. Phillips 
*Wm. Spaulding 
*W.S. B. Hopkins 
*John W. Kimball . 
Cree Taylor ; : 
*C, Frank Luther . 
*J. L. Skinner 
*Geo. S. Evans 
*John G, B. Adams 
*John A. Hawes 
git teh aul! : 
*Ben. S. Lowell 
*Wm. H. Hart. 
*John D. Billings 
*John W. Hersey 
*Richard F. Tobin 
*Chas. D. Nash 
*E. C. Whitney 
*Geo. L. Goodale 
*Geo. H. Innis 
*Arthur A. Smith . 
*James K. Churchill 
*Eli W. Hall 


*Wilfred A, Wetherbee 


*Joseph W. Thayer 
*Wm. P. Derby 
*John M. Deane 
*John E. Gilman 
*Joseph F. Bartlett 
*Peter D. Smith 
*Silas A. Barton 
*W. W. Blackmar 
*Dwight O. Judd 
*Lucius Field . 
*James H. Wolff 
*J. Payson Bradley 
*D. H: L, Gleason . 
*Alfred S. Roe 
“ony L. Parker 
*J. Willard Brown . 
*Granville C. Fiske 
*George A. Hosley . 
*IsaaciGiDay i. 

*Edward O. Skelton 
* Alfred H. Knowles 
*Francis E. Mole 
*Daniel E. Denny . 
*Edwin P. Stanley 
*Geo. W. Wilder 

Horace Goodwin 
*Edwin F. Morrill . 
*Henry Clark . j 
*George W. Pratt . 
*Benjamin A. Ham 
*William L. Gage . 
*William F. Brown 


*Henry A. Monk 
Edwin J. Foster 
James H. Webb 

* Alvin C. Howes 
Waldo Turner : 
Edwin H. Lincoln 
Edwin H. Lincoln 
Frederick H. et 

*David King 
George A. Gay . 
George W. Green . 
Charles L. Robinson 


Post Post 


J.V.-COMMANDERS 





10 

34 

10 

16 *W, O. Fisker. 42 
TE ss sie Chamberlain . 30 
120 |*Gardner A. Churchill 68 
19 |*Lemuel Pope . ‘ 135 
139 |*JohnS.Fay . 43 
79 |*J. P. Maxtield . 42 
36 |*Herbert E. Hill 139 
80 |*Geo. H. Patch 142 


5 *John A. Hawes : 1 


1. || "So BoSpooneme 16 
33 | *Benj. S. Lovell 58 
58 Jc Roe Bo Wight 63 
35 |*John D, Billings 94 
94. | “WY A> Sloanemae 37 
16 |*Richard F. Tobin . 2 

2 *C. D. Nash 7 78 
78 |*E,CaWhitney 68 
68 i ames Kittle 125 
66 |*Geos HsInnis 2 
2 *Arthur A. Smith . 20 
20 |*James K. Churchill 10 
10 ~|*Ehewealle 5 

5 | *Wilfred A. Wetherbe 62 
62 * Joseph W. Thayer . 35 
385 |*Wm. P. Derby s 16 
16 | *John M. Deane 46 
46 |*John E, Gilman 26 
26 |*Peter D. Smith 99 

162 | *George M. Fiske 62 
99 | *Silas A. Barton 29 
26 | *W. W. Blackmar 113 

113 | *Dwight O. Judd. rat 
71. | “Lucius Evelaaae 64 
64 |*James H. Wolff 92 
92 |*J. Payson Bradley . 2 

2 |*D.H. L. Gleason 63 
68 |*AlfredS. Roe. . 10 
10 | *Johna Le Parkerans 5 


5 |*J. Willard Brown . |186 
186 | *Granville C. Fiske 18 
18 |*George A. Hosley . uy 
11, p*Isaac Gabay 101 
101 | *Thomas J. Ames 53 
191 |*John M. Woods 139 
86 |*Francis E. Mole 126 
126 | *Daniel E. Denny 10 
10 |*Edwin P. Stanley . 67 
67 |*Geo. W. Wilder 15 
15 Horace Goodwin 16 
16 | *Edwin F. Morrill 156 
156 | *Henry Clark 5 36 
36 | *George W. Pratt . 72 
72 |*Benjamin A. Ham 2 
2 | *William L. Gage 87 
87 | *Henry N. Comey 90 
163 | *Henry A. Monk 87 
87 Edwin J. Foster 10 
10 James H. Webb 88 
88 | *Alvin C. Howes . 8 
8 Waldo Turner 2 58 
“ae Edwin H, Lincoln . a 
125f§}| Frederick H. Bishop 88 
125 Frederick H. Pune 88 
88 | *David King 15 
15 George A. Gay 195 
195 
200 Charles L. Robinson 4 


4 John E. Bronson 


tHonorably discharged. 


INDEX 


Address of Department Commander 

Auditing Committee, Report of 
Commander-in-Chief, Address of : 
Commander-in-Chief, Sons Union Veterans . ; 
Committee to nominate Council of Administration 
Committee on Resolutions 

Committee on Commander’s Address 

Committee on Greetings 

Committee on Credentials 

Committee from Woman’s Relief Corps 
Committee from Ladies of G. A. R. : 
Committee from Daughters of Union Veterans 
Committee from Sons of Union Veterans : 
Committee from Sons of Union Veterans’ Auxiliary 
Greetings of Veterans of Foreign Wars’ Auxiliary . 
Election of Department Commander : ; 
Election of Department Senior Vice-Commander 
Election of Department Junior Vice-Commander 
Election of Medical Director 

Election of Chaplain 

Election of Council of Meleninistea tii 

Election of Delegates 

General Orders 

Installation of Officers 

Mustered out; Obituaries 

Report of Be nios Vice- rn ander 

Report of Junior Vice-Commander 

Report of Medical Director 

Report of Department Chaplain 

Report of Assistant Adjutant-General 

Report of Assistant Quartermaster-General 
Report of Department Inspector . 

Report of Chief Mustering Officer 

Report of Judge-Advocate 

Report of Department Patriotic Instructor 
Report of Chief-of-Staff : 
Report of Committee on Rernrandats Address ; 
Report of Committee to nominate Delegates to National fucamiraent 
Report of Council of Administration 

Roll of Encampment, 1934 : 

Roster of Department of Nifuecarh taatte 
Unofficial Proceedings 
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